
Thank you 
 

The flowers at Putnoe Heights Church this week  
have been given by Sylvia Cohen in loving  memory of 
her husband Ken.  
 
By Julia Bailey in loving memory of her husband Bill on 
his birthday. 
 
By Davina Latter  in loving memory of her mum Mary 
Britten. 
 
The flowers at St Markôs Church this week  have been 
given by Derek & Audrey Young in celebration of their 
wedding anniversary and in loving memory of Derekôs 
parents. 
 

The Reverend Dr. Sam Cappleman 
Assistant Rural Dean of Bedford  
107 Dover Crescent, Bedford MK41 
Tel: 266952  nsm@thisischurch.com 

 

The Reverend Caroline Weaver 
Putnoe Heights Church Putnoe Heights MK41 8HE 

Tel: 348091   carolineweaver@live.co.uk 
 

The Reverend Canon Charles Royden         
The Vicarage, Calder Rise. MK41 7UY  

309175  Mobile 07973 113861   vicar@thisischurch.com 
 

Reader:  Mrs Wendy Waters  
Pastoral Support Team Co-Ordinator 
342613  office@Thisischurch.com 

 
       Please inform us if you know of anyone who is ill, bereaved, 

housebound, requires a visit, home communion or counselling services.  
Please also ask us if you would like a home visit for any reason.   

Partnership News is sent out by email every  
Saturday. To subscribe visit our Partnership News archive at 
www.thisischurch.com.  Any items submitted for inclusion in 
Partnership News will automatically be posted weekly on our 
website and may appear in other local media sources.  
Partnership News is also on www.ThisisChurch.com  

 
Putnoe Heights Church Centre   
www.putnoechurch.org.uk  

Open Mon - Thur 9ï4pm,  Friday 9-1pm 
Tel: 365630   putnoe@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager:  Krystyna Oborn  365630 
Leadership Team: Mrs Sue Allen 407264  
Treasurer: Mr Andrew Dennison 
treasurerph@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator: John Hitt 404186 
Youth Team Leader: Carolyn Morris 
youth@thisischurch.com 
http://www.facebook.com/PutnoeChurch  

 
St. Markôs Church Centre  
www.stmarkschurch.com 

Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5.00pm 
Tel/fax:  342613   office@stmarkschurch.com 
Centre Manager: Miss Wendy Rider 342613   
Leadership Team: Mr Edward Parry  
Treasurer: Mr Ian Farthing 210892 
treasurer@stmarkschurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator: Mr Jim Williams 360605 
Churchyard Administrator: Mrs Avril Williams 342613 

Music Copyright CCL1501            Charity No 1164416 

Sunday Services 
 

8.30am Holy Communion every Sunday    
1st and 3rd  Sunday at Putnoe Heights Church 
2nd,4th and 5th Sunday at St. Markôs Church 
  

9 December 2018  - Advent 2 
9.30am St Markôs Church - Morning Worship 
Preacher - Rev. Canon Charles Royden 
Leadership  - Mrs Wendy Waters 
Intercessions - Mrs. Morag Stewart 
Organist - Mr. Clive Simmonds 
 
11.00 am  Putnoe Heights Church ï Local Worship 
Preacher - Action for Children 
Leadership - Mrs. Vita Hudson Rae 
Intercessions - Mrs. Claire Peck 
Organist - Mr. Clive Simmonds 
 

16 December 2018  - Advent 3 
9.30am St Markôs Church - Holy Communion 
Preacher - The Revered Dr Sam Cappleman 
Leadership  - Mrs Laura Farthing 
Intercessions - Mrs Morag Stewart 
Organist - Mr Clive Simmonds 
 
11.00 am  Putnoe Heights Church ï Holy Communion 
Preacher - The Revered Dr Sam Cappleman 
Leadership - Mrs Maureen Watling & Mrs Val Morgan 
Intercessions -  Ministers 
Organist - Mr Clive Simmons 
Lectionary Readings:  
1. Zephaniah 3:14-20. 2 Philippians 4: 4-7. 3. Luke 3: 7-18 
 
Mid Week Holy Communion at 10.00am at St Markôs 
Chapel every Wednesday and at Sir William Harpur 
House first Monday of every month.  

Partnership News 
 

Putnoe Heights & St Markôs Church  
   9 December 2018  Advent 2 

 

Prayer for Sunday 
 

Father in heaven,  
who sent your Son to redeem the world  
and will send him again to be our judge:  

give us grace so to imitate him  
in the humility and purity of his first coming  

that, when he comes again,  
we may be ready to greet him  
with joyful love and firm faith;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

http://www.putnoechurch.org.uk/


 

Regular Weekly Activities  - Putnoe Heights Church   

Monday 
Hazeldene Heights Pre-school. Sessional and Full Day 
care availableðopen Mon.ðFri. Full Day Care 8.30am to 
5pm Sessional times 9amð12noon and 12.45pm - 
3.45pm.  For more info please contact  Nuru Lyria 01234 
326685 or www.hazeldeneheights.com  
9.30-10.30am - Body Control Pilates ïStephanie Smith 
357787 or 07973174430 
2.00pm U3A Music Appreciation Rod Fewings 
07718390188 
2.00pm U3A Italian ï fortnightly Rod Fewings 
07718390188 
4.15pm Kumon Maths Mrs Raksha Mistry 01908 392698 
6.15 pm Brownies . Sharon Tanner  07928483418  
email firstputnoebrownies@hotmail.co.uk 
6.15-7.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571 
7.15pm-8.15pm Fit for Life Yoga  Jane Butcher 
07891879571 
6.30pm-8pm Cubs  Ages 8 ï10.5  Michelle Davis 
07711916870  email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.30pm Fit For All ï Laura Amor 341152 / 07976259081 
7.30pm House group  30 The Ridgeway. The home of  
Eddy & Margaret Peck  267567 
7.45-9.15 Get Fit Keep Fit Diane Field 01234 404976 

 
Tuesday 

9.30am  Candlewicking (Needlework). Jenny Snelson  
344417 
11-12.15am U3A Keep Fit Rod Fewings 07718390188 
2.00pm Library Walk W.I.  meets monthly. 
 Jo Fordham (President) 01234 217396 
Margaret Bull (President) 01234 267866 
Cheryl Gardner (President) 01234 261584 
2.30pm. Ladies Tuesday Club (meets  monthly) Next 
Meeting Tuesday  11 December Putnoe  Christmas  at 
Library Walk  óDetails  Diane Bayliss 268101 
2.30-4.30  U3A Play Reading Rod Fewings 07718390188 
6.30pmï 8.00pm Cubs 6.30pmð8.00pm Ages 8-10.5 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 
                         

Wednesday 
9.30am Body Control Pilates. Stephanie Smith 357787 
or 07973174430. 
11.00am U3A Keep Fit.  Rod Fewings 07718390188 
12.30pm Luncheon Club. Fortnightly. Contact Putnoe 
Office 365630  
2-4pm U3A Ukulele Group. Beginners welcome. Contact 
Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm - Fifty plus Keep Fit. Mrs Webster 856966 
4.15pm Kumon Maths. Mrs Rakha Mistry 01908 392698 
5.00ï6.00pm Rainbows Gayle  email : 
1stputnoerainbows@gmail.com 
6.15-7.15pm ATSK Karate Kevin Stark 01234 353865 
6.15-7.45pm  GKR Karate   Daniel Freer 07931 504 712  
7.00pm-9.00pm Scouts ages 10.5-14; Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email:michelle@putnoescouts.org 
7.00pm Archaeological & Local History Society 
monthly. Sylvia Woods 365095 
7.15pm Putnoe Guild Putnoe 3rd Wednesday in every 
month except August Mrs Jo Street  344600 
 

Thursday 
8.15-2.15pm Sing & Sign. Julie Warriner 01767 691488 
9.30am Thursday Prayer Group.  Valerie Capon 356306. 
Request for prayer can be written in the prayer diary on 
the information table.  
10.00-12pm U3A Painting & Sketching Rod Fewings 
07718390188 

1.30-3.00p.m Little Fishes for the under 4ôs and their 
carers. Playtime, craft, story time, music and  singing. For 
further details pleasew contact Carolyn Morris tel 
07751348925 or email  storyboxplus@btinternet.com 
2pm ï4pm U3A  Current Affairs  Rod Fewings 
07718390188 
2.30pm-3.30pm U3A Spanish (Weekly) Rod Fewings 
07718390188 
5.15-8.15pm   NHS Eat Smart Think Active contact : Laura 
Rocket 355122 
6.00pm-7.30pm Beavers Ages 6-8 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.15pm Brownies. Putnoe Heights Lou Brennan. 
07919402797. 
7.00pm Club 2000 Putnoe Monthly second Thursday in 
the month. Sandra White 313645 
7.15pm Putnoe Art Group Bob Wardale 406094 
8.00pm Bedford Folk Dancers (formerly Barn dancers) 
Meet weekly with different guest callers each week.Except 
August.  All welcome, cost Ã2. Including refreshments. 
More details Ron 825574 or Shirley 01767 651767 

 
Friday 

9.30pm Spanish Holiday Survival Elena 01234 266968 
9.30am ï12. 30pm Machine Knitting group 1st and 
second weeks per month. Contact Marion Sutton 217647  
10am-12 U3A French Conversation Rod Fewings 
07718390188 
2pm U3A Gardening Rod Fewings 07718390188 
6.30pm-8.00pm Beavers Ages 6-8 Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 
 

                               Saturday                                                      
2.15pm Society of Recorder Players  G. Parry 01462 
674792 

  

Sunday 
11.00 - 12.00 Church and Junior for the under 9's . A 
cr¯che is also available.  

 

St Markôs Church Council  -  
St Markôs Leadership Team -    
St Markôs Church AGM -    28   April  2019 
Putnoe Leadership Team ï  12 February 2019 
Putnoe Management Meeting ï 29 January 2019 
Putnoe Church Council  -    21 February 2019  
Pastoral Group Meeting ï   
Churchyard Committee -   
Circuit Meeting -    
Deanery meeting -   
Woodland Burial Trustees ï   
Putnoe Heights Children  & Youth Meeting -   
St Marks Messy Church - 12 December. 
 

Please advise St Markôs Church Office of the dates of 
your meetings. 

Diary Dates  



Monday 
7.30am-6.00pm  Pre-school  Mon-Fri St Markôs  
7.30am-6.00pm Top Marks Mon-Fri St Markôs  
Manager  Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
(See website for more details)  
9.00am-12noon St Markôs Pre-School Nursery 
Manager Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
10.00am Bakers Barn Art Group. Mrs M. Berry 211955 
10.00am U3A Play reading Rod Fewings 07718390188 
9.45am - 10.45am &11.00am-12noon Pilates Liz Mason 
07816522200 
2-4pm U3A Meditation & Wellbeing Rod Fewings 
07718390188 
2-3.15pm U3A Recorder Group  Rod Fewings 
07718390188 
6.00pm Brownies Mrs C Mathew 826190 
7.30pm Sugarcraft Guild St Markôs  (1st week in month)  
Mary Daly 217127 
7.00-8.00pm Laughter Club on 2nd week each month 
Cheryl Green 07729187399 
7-9pm Rangers. Nikki Lake 07584028653 
7.15pm Guides. Mrs Gill Lake 218091 
7.30pm Whist Drive.  Weeks 3 & 5 in the month. Judith 
Stanton. 823313 

Tuesday 
9.15am-11.15.  Chat & Make  A term time group for Mums 
and toddlers 0ï 5. For more details  ring St Markôs Church 
Office 01234 342613 or  Janine 01234 297481  
9.30am -12.30 & 4-9pm Slimming World   
9.30, 11.30, 3.30, 5.30, 7.30. Lorrie Pearson  340473 
1.15pm U3A Cinema Group. Rod Fewings 07718390188 
1.30pm U3A Choir. Contact Rod Fewings 07718390188 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 1 (3rd Week in month)  Contact 
Rod Fewings 07718390188 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 2  (2nd Week in month) 
Contact Rod Fewings 077183901882 
2.00pm U3A Photography Group 3 (1st Week in month) 
Contact Rod Fewings 07718390188 
2.30pm Knit & Natter Group Meetings 4/12, 18/12 Wool 
and knitting needles provided. Mrs Maureen Watling 
262225  
2.00-3.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Housegroup.  A social 
and Bible Study group. Meetings: 11/12. Mrs Jean Bank 
355698 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.30-9pm Faith Community Church Audua Ogilvie 01234 
308644 
8.00pm Hearts in Beds Committee (4th week in month) 
Mrs N Aspey 309816 
8.20-9.20pm Restoration Pilates Johanna Debnam 
07753418170 

 Wednesday 
10.00-2pm Open House for those with learning 
disabilities, friends, family , carers and supporters 342613.  
10.00am U3A Gardening Group 3  Rod Fewings 
07718390188 
10.00am Holy Communion. St. Markôs Chapel.  A half 
hour service followed by coffee. All welcome. 
10am U3A Card Making, Rod Fewings 07718390188 
10-4pm Sewing group 4th week of the month. Contact 
Sue Sewell 07979797747 
1.15pm  Social Bridge Club  Mr Barnes 261811 
2.00-4.00pm U3A Craft 1st week of the month Contact: 
Rod Fewings 07718390188 
3.45.- 5.30pm Messy Church. (3rd Week in month). for 
children of lower school age and their carers. Bible-based 

story, crafts, singing and a meal. Next  meeting 12 
December  Wendy Waters 401834  
6.00pm Brownies. Mrs C  Warden 219731 
7.00pm Bunyan Bridge. Peter Cullum 07545508185 
8.00pm Tudor Reeds Folk Dance Club  at St Markôs  
(1st,3rd & 5th Wednesday in month. Next meeting  19 
December. Christmas Party Tickets Ã5. Everyone  
welcome. All dances called,  Call Rosemary 405594  or 
Graham 406359 for more details or come  and  join our 
friendly group and have a try. 
8.00pm Bedford Wine and Social Club ( Week 1 in the 
month) Jill Cooper 357960 

Thursday 
9.45am Chat and Play  A term time group for  Mums & 
toddlers.0-5   St Markôs Church Office 01234 342613 or  
Janine 01234 297481  
12pm Storybox . Welcomes the under 5ôs and their carers 
to join them between 12 noon and 1pm for a sandwich 
lunch followed by a Bible based story and singing.. Contact 
Jaana Swaby  342613  
2-4pm U3A Indoor Games. Rod Fewings 07718390188 
2.30 - 4.30pm Bedford Art Society  Jean Patterson 
307210 
5.15-6.45pm Weightwatchers Jodi Henderson 
07449890830 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7-9pm Bedford Community Gospel Choir weekly 
meeting . Contact 07554148540 
7.00pm U3A Singing for Fun (1st & 3rd week in month)
Rod Fewings 07718390188 
7.00pm  Bedford Embroiderersô Guild  
(3rd week in month). Carol Plant 01832710504 
7.30pm Magpies. Meet on 2nd & 4 Thursday Next 
meeting 13th December.Christmas Celebration - By ticket 
Call Rosemary 405594  for more details. 
8.00pm Bedford Writers Circle. St Markôs (1st week in 
month). John Broadhouse 01525 404014 

Friday 
10am -12.00 U3A Photography (4th week in month) 
Contact Rod Fewings 07718390188 
10.45am - 12  U3A Poetry & Literature  St. Marks  
Contact Rod Fewings 07718390188 
2.00-4.00 pm U3A Whist (2nd week in month) Contact 
Rod Fewings 07718390188 
7.45 - 10.45pm Bedford Astrology Club. St Marks(2nd 
week in month )Carol Brown 01438 233385 
6.30 ï8.30pm Pakua Martial Arts John Waugh 
07802755914  
7-9pm Mindfulness Meditation Bhante Samitha 
07983466105 

Saturday  
9.00am Faith Community Church (1st week in month) 
Audua Ogilvie 01234 308644 
10.00am-1pmTheatretrain Dancing acting, singing. Kate 
Howard 01234 782414 
10am-1pm Sugarcraft Guild Cygnets (2nd week in 
month) Margaret Baldry 07919404906 

 
Sunday 

9.30 - 10.30  Church and Sunday School at  St Markôs 
with cr¯che for under 3ôs  
10 - 5.30pm Bedford Stamp Fayre at St. Markôs.   
P Harris 01623 621143  1st week Dec/Feb/Apr/Jun/Aug/
Oct. 

 

Regular Weekly Activities  - St Markôs Church 



Advent 2 
Opening Verse of Scripture -   
'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight 
paths for him.' 
 
Collect Prayer for the Day  -  
Before we read, we pray 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come 
among us, and with great might succour us; that 
whereas, through our sins and wickedness we 
are grievously hindered in running the race that is 
set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy 
may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now and for 
ever. CW 
 
First Bible Reading - Baruch 5:1-9 
Take off the garment of your sorrow and 
affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on for ever the 
beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe of 
the righteousness that comes from God; put on 
your head the diadem of the glory of the 
Everlasting; for God will show your splendour 
everywhere under heaven. For God will give you 
evermore the name, óRighteous Peace, Godly 
Gloryô. Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look towards the east, and see your children 
gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered 
them. For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God will bring them back 
to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. For God has ordered that every high mountain and 
the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may 
walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at Godôs 
command. For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and 
righteousness that come from him. (This is the word of the Lord - Thanks be to God) 
 
Malachi Chapter 3:1-4  
Thus says the Lord God: See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight ï indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refinerôs fire and like fullersô soap; 
he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former 
years. (This is the word of the Lord - Thanks be to God) 
 
Second Bible Reading  - Philippians 1: v 3-11 
My brothers and sisters, I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until 
now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because 
you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in Godôs grace with me, both in my imprisonment 
and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and 
more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of 
Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  
(This is the word of the Lord - Thanks be to God) 



Gospel Reading - Luke 3: v 1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor 
Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during 
the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. He went into all the region around the 
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book 
of the words of the prophet Isaiah, óThe voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness: ñPrepare the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley 
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God.òô NRSV 
(This is the word of the Lord - Thanks be to God) 
 
Post Communion Sentence 
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem 
the world and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and 
purity of his first coming that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and 
firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. CW 
 
Hymns - St Markôs                                                                 Putnoe Heights                                                
1. All praise to our redeeming Lord   1. God is Here, We are his people 
2. We are marching in the light of God   2. Brother, Sister, let me serve you 
3. Longing for light, we wait in darkness   3. Christ be our Light 
4. Long ago, prophets knew    4.Thank you God for sending Jesus 
5.      God of gods, we sound his praises   5. Come Thou long expected Jesus 
 
Commentary 
The Christmas advertisements are all over TV now with sumptuous food and fashions. Meanwhile back in 
our lectionary John the Baptist steps onto the scene, no mince pies for him, he has been brought up on 
austerity, he wears rough clothes and eats insects. He has learned to live in the wilderness wearing 
clothes made of camel hair and eating locusts and wild honey. He is an ascetic, which means that he 
practices a radical level of self-discipline and denial.  
 
The wilderness is extremely important in Jewish tradition as a place of desolation and scarcity, but also as 
a location where God provides. Moses leads the people there for decades, David runs away there to 
escape from Saul, famously Elijah also flees from persecution and obtains Godôs care.  
Interestingly Luke tells us that this was not just a place of escape for John, earlier in his Gospel he tells  
 
The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared 
publicly to Israel.  Chapter 1 Verse 80 
 
John has not gone out to the desert to run away, this is where he has grown up. This is a theme of the 
desert we will see followed in Luke. It is not viewed as a hostile place but a place where God can be 
heard. Jesus will be in the wilderness to stand up to the devilôs temptations and when Jesus is 
surrounded by the needs of people around him he will withdraw to the desert to be with God. Perhaps we 
will all need some ódesertô space this Christmas!   
 
John has lived in the desert away from distractions and perhaps unsurprisingly he is totally focussed on 
his prophetic mission handed to him by God, and the way he dresses and eats, everything about him 
shows frugality and that he means business. There was no way that anybody could accuse him of double 
standards. He lives in the desert, there is nothing which says he places any value on anything other than 
faithfulness to God. He was true and faithful to his prophetic calling and for that he lost his head as our 

Salome Receiving the Head of  
St John the Baptist 

Bernardino Luini 1475-1532 



painting shows. So we must listen and we take his message seriously. His message is that everybody 
should make their lives ready to welcome Jesus and the way we should do this is by órepentanceô.  
 
Repentance is a very churchy word, every week we repent and say we are sorry, but of course 
repentance is ever so much more than that. Repentance is about the way we seek to live our lives 
differently. Luke alone has John tie down how to live repentant lives. óWhat shall we do ?ô ask the people. 
John tells them in no uncertain terms  
óAnyone who has two coats should share with the one who has none,  
and anyone who has food should do the same.ô 
When tax collectors came to be baptised John told them that they should not collect any more than they 
were required to do. When soldiers asked him what they should do John said they were to be content with 
their pay and should not extort money 
 
Some people might be a little bit disappointed by these words of John. They might want another creed, or 
another set of prayers. Learning to share with others just seems so ordinary and isnôt it just what all 
religions teach? Nevertheless that is exactly what we need to grasp. The Christian life is in many ways 
very ordinary. It is about how we get on with the nuts and bolts of daily living.  
How do we cope with our sick friend? How do we react when somebody shares something with us? Can 
we be trusted to be confidential? Do we give of our money? Do we keep all of our time to ourselves or are 
we willing to offer to help a few hours as a volunteer?  
These are the times and places, opportunities when we show God's loving power coming through in our 
lives. 
 
In Chapter 1:26 of Johnôs Gospel we are told that John says something very interesting to his hearers. He 
tells them óthere is one among you who you do not know.ô The coming of Jesus is not a far off event, 
Jesus is with us now. Remember that amazing teaching of Jesus,  
óCome, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdomé  
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.ô  
 
There are opportunities to serve Jesus all around us everyday. It is as we do this of course that we 
become like John the Baptist in declaring God and proclaiming the coming of our Lord. Our life, our deeds 
our words, all speaking of the Kingdom of God. It is when we do this that are perhaps the most powerful 
advertisement for our Lord. In so doing we make straight paths which perhaps allow others to see more 
easily the living Lord, the worship of whom transcends human religion.   Charles Royden 
 
Meditation 
Luke tells us that  
óIn the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 
 
Can you see what Luke has done? He has spoken of the great seats of power, seven in fact, and then 
effectively said that God never came to any of them, rather he chose John, a man with no power or 
wealth, one who lives in the desert and eats insects. 
There is a lesson here for all of us. Even if we donôt have the amazing courage and vision of John the 
Baptist, nevertheless our lowly position is no reason to doubt our calling to be a part of the change which 
God wills in our world. Whatever position God has given you, physically, mentally, spiritually, materially - 
you are to use it for God. Do not leave change to the powerful, or wealthy ones you think should be 
responsible for it. God calls each one of us and he is calling you.      
 
Prayers for Sunday and the week ahead 
God of hope, you raised up John the baptizer as a herald who calls us to conversion. As we joyfully await 
the glorious coming of Christ, we pray to you for the needs of the church and the world.  
 
God of timeless grace, you fill us with joyful expectation. Make us ready for the message that prepares 
the way, that with uprightness of heart and holy joy we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Out of the embrace of mercy and righteousness, you have brought forth joy and dignity for your people,  
O Holy One of Israel. Remember now your ancient promise: make straight the paths that lead to you, and 
smooth the rough ways, that in our day we might bring forth your compassion for all humanity. Amen. 



Action For Children. Putnoe Heights Autumn 
Appeal. Formerly known as National Childrenôs 
Home, Action for Children has been helping the 
young and vulnerable for over 148 years. Ã5 could 
fund a disabled childôs place in an after-school 
activity session.Ã10 could pay for a one-to-one 
advice session for a young person leaving care. 
Ã20 could provide a one-to-one play therapy 
session for a child who has been abused. Appeal 
envelopes will be available for the next few weeks. 
Please give generously. 
 
The Greeting Banner is ready for you to write and 
attach your communal Christmas Greeting to 
friends at Putnoe Heights. The post box is also 
ready for individual cards. Donations should be 
placed in the post box.  
  
Anjulita Court are holding a Christmas Fayre on 
Saturday 15 December from 11.00ð14.00. Stalls 
include tombola, raffle, cakes, cards, calendars, 
Santaôs grotto etc. Free admission.      
 
Carols at Library Walk As in previous years we 
are again singing Carols at the Library Walk shops 
on Saturday 15  December and we would like 
anyone to join with are us if you are able to do so. 
We will be meeting for Coffee at Putnoe Heights 
Church at 10am and gather at Library walk at 10.30 
we intend to sing until around 11.30. We are 
collecting again for ñSmartò (previously Prebend 
Street day Centre) You are welcome to join us for a 

soup lunch at Putnoe Heights afterwards. 
 
St Markôs Church Office Closure The office will 
close on Monday 24 December at midday and re-
open on Monday 7 January 2019. 
 
Putnoe Provender  Many thanks to all who 
contributed to last Sundayôs Sale. Ã224.30 was 
raised for our Autumn Project: Action for Children. 
 
Putnoe Heights Church Office Closure The 
office will be closed from Friday 21 December to 
Tuesday 1 January 2019 inclusive. 
 
The craft stall at St Markôs has raised in total 
Ã719.10. Well done to everyone involved. 
 
Footprints Traditional New Yearôs Day Gathering. 
Meet outside Pizza Hut at Aspects at 10.30 am on 
1st January 2019. All welcome, bring your New 
Year visitors. 2 mile walk in Embankment area on 
pathways suitable for ordinary shoes and buggies. 
Optional jacket potato lunch afterwards at Putnoe 
Heights. Please let Sue Allen know for numbers. 
 
Bedford Town Band Christmas Concert. The 
Town Band are performing a Christmas Concert at 
Putnoe Heights Church at 7:30 pm on Friday 14 
December. All are welcome - tickets at the door as 
usual. 
 
 

Second Candle - The Candle of Peace The prophets who 
foretold the birth of Jesus:  
 
Leader: May your hearts be filled with peace as you hear the words of 
  the prophet Isaiah who told of one who would be born the  
  Prince of Peace.  
All:   Thanks be to God  
 
Leader:  Last Sunday we lit the First Candle of Hope in our Advent  
  Wreath, and celebrated the patriarchs. We light it again as we 
  place our hope in Jesus the blessing of God for all nations. 
  (A person now lights the first candle) The prophet Isaiah said  
   
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government  will be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the 
LORD Almighty will accomplish this. Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, just and true: to you be praise and 
glory for ever. Of old you spoke by the mouth of your prophets, but in our days you speak through your Son, 
whom you have appointed the heir of all things. Grant us, your people, to walk in  his light, that we may be 
found ready and watching when he comes again in glory and judgement; for you are our light and our 
salvation. Blessed be God for ever.  
  (A person now lights the second candle)  
Leader:  Let us pray:  
All:   Lord Jesus, light of the world, the prophets said you would bring peace and save your 
  people in trouble. Give peace in our hearts at Christmas and show all the world Godôs 
  love.   



Rest In Peace 
 

On the Sunday following a funeral service 
we remember in church those who have died.  
We light a candle to symbolise the light of Christ 

which eternally shines and 
brings hope. If you would like a person 

remembered in our service when the candle is 
lit, perhaps on an anniversary or birthday,  
please inform the ministers, or telephone the 

church office. 
 
  
 
 

May the souls of all the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace  

and rise in glory .Amen. 
                

 

 
 

Forthcoming  
Funerals 

 
 
 

There are no  
funerals this week  

 
 

 
 

All funerals at Bedford Crematorium 
can be found @  www.bedford.gov.uk/obituaries 

 
 

Christmas Services  
St Markôs Church  

 
Saturday 22 December  

6.30pm Carols in the Car Park  
with Bedford Town Band 

Free mulled wine and mince pies 
 

Monday 24 December Christmas Eve  
3.00pm Children's Crib Service  
6.30pm Carols by Candlelight  
With the Bedford Town Band 

11.30pm Midnight Mass by Candlelight 
 

Tuesday 25 December Christmas Day 
9.30am Family Morning Worship 
A perfect way to start Christmas Day 

Putnoe Heights Church 
 

Sunday 23rd December  
6.00 pm - Carols by Candlelight 

 
Monday 24th December 

4.00pm - Children's Crib Service 
11:30pm - Midnight Mass by Candlelight 

 
Tuesday 25th December 

11.00am Family Morning Worship -  
A perfect way to start Christmas Day 

 
 
 
 

Brownies Making a Difference 
 
Following their fundraising for Bedford 
Foodbank, including their after church cake stall, 
1st Putnoe Brownies have been to Tesco to 
purchase groceries needed by the Foodbank in the 
run up to Christmas. You can download your own 
reverse Advent calendar shopping list from 
www.bedfordfoodbank.org.uk  
 

Putnoe Heights Fairtrade. Good news! Traidcraft 
have confirmed that they will continue to trade after 
31 December. The new company will be a smaller 
operation with fewer staff and focusing on a 
reduced number of core grocery lines. The details 
are still being finalised so watch this space for 
further updates. Catalogues can be found on the 
information table in the foyer. Next stall 6 January 
2019    
 

Christmas Presents 
 

Please shop online at 
ThisisChurch.com 

Use Amazon and Easyfundraising 


