
Thank You 
 
We are  always pleased when people make donations 
towards flowers perhaps to celebrate a special occasion  
 such as an anniversary or in memory of a loved one. Please 
contact  Miss Marion Prior 303254 (St. Markôs) or Ann Hitt 
404186 (Putnoe Heights)  or add your name to the rota in the  
Foyers.  
 
The flowers at St Markôs Church this week have been kindly 
given to celebrate the marriage of Hannah Peacey and Paul 
Freeman. We remember and pray for them as they start their 
married life together.   

The Reverend Dr. Sam Cappleman 
Assistant Rural Dean of Bedford  
107 Dover Crescent, Bedford MK41 
Tel: 266952  nsm@thisischurch.com 

 

The Reverend Wendy Evans-Wood 
 c/o  Putnoe Heights Church Centre 

Tel: 348091 
  wendyevanswood@yahoo.co.uk  

 

The Reverend Canon Charles Royden         
The Vicarage, Calder Rise. MK41 7UY  

309175  Mobile 07973 113861   vicar@thisischurch.com 
 

Reader:  Mrs Wendy Waters  
Pastoral Support Team Co-Ordinator 
342613  office@Thisischurch.com 

        
Please inform us if you know of anyone who is ill, bereaved, housebound, 
requires a visit, home communion or counselling services.  Please also ask 
us if you would like a home visit for any reason.   

 
Partnership News is sent out by email every  

Saturday in a colour edition. To subscribe visit our Partnership 
News archive at www.thisischurch.com.  Any items submitted for 
inclusion in Partnership News will automatically be posted weekly 
on our website and may appear in other local media sources.  

 

Partnership News is also archived on our church 
website www.ThisisChurch.com  

 
St Markôs Churchyard Administrator  

Mrs Avril Williams 01234 342613 
 

Putnoe Heights Church Centre   
www.putnoechurch.org.uk 

Open Mon-Thur 9ï4pm,  Friday 9-1pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 365630   putnoe@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager:  Krystyna Oborn  365630 
Leadership Team  Mrs Sue Allen 407264  
Treasurer Mr John Hitt  404186 treasurerph@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator Mr Lawrence Wyatt  350188 
Youth Team Leader Carolyn Morris youth@thisischurch.com 
 

St. Markôs Church Centre Charity No 1164416 
www.stmarkschurch.com 

Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5.00pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 342613   office@stmarkschurch.com 
Centre Manager Miss Wendy Rider 342613   
Leadership Team -  Mrs Wendy Waters  
Treasurer - Mr Ian Farthing 210892 
treasurer@stmarkschurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator  Mr Jim Williams 360605  
Music Copyright CCL1501 
 

facebook.com/thisischurchuk                                                                 @thisischurchuk  

Prayer for Sunday 
 

We bring to you, O Lord,  
our poverty of soul  
to be transformed by your beauty;  
our waywardness of passion  
to be tamed by your love;  
our stubbornness of will  
to be conformed to your commandments  
and our coldness of heart  
to be enkindled by your grace;  
now and for ever. Amen. 

Catherine of Genoa (1447-1510)  

Sunday Services 
 

8.30am Holy Communion every Sunday    
1st and 3rd  Sunday at Putnoe Heights  
2nd,4th and 5th Sunday at St. Markôs Church 
 
 6 May 2018 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 
9.30am St Markôs - Family  Worship 
Preacher -Mrs Wendy Waters  
Leadership - Mr Edward Parry 
Intercessions - Children 
Organist -  Mr Clive Simmonds 
11.00 am  Putnoe - All Age Worship 
Preacher - Christine Denny   
Leadership - Mr Barry Southam 
Intercessions - Young People 
Organist - Mr Clive Simmonds 
 

 13 May 2018 - Seventh Sunday of Easter 
9.30am St Markôs Church - Morning Worship 
Preacher ï  The Reverend Dr. Sam Cappleman 
Leadership - Mrs Liz Jackson 
Intercessions - Mr Ian Farthing 
Organist -  Mr Clive Simmonds 
11.00 am  Putnoe - Morning Worship 
Preacher - The Reverend Dr. Sam Cappleman 
Leadership - Mrs Sue Allen 
Intercessions - Dr Tim Wilkes 
Organist - Mr Clive Simmonds 
 
Lectionary Readings:  
 
1. Acts 1:15-17.21-26  2. 1 John 5:9-13 3. John 17:6-19 
Mid Week Holy Communion at 10.00am at St Markôs 
Chapel every Wednesday and at Sir William Harpur 
House first Monday of every month  

Partnership News 
 

Putnoe Heights & St Markôs Church 

6 May 2018   

Sixth Sunday of Easter 



 

Regular Weekly Activities  - Putnoe Heights Church   

Monday 
Hazeldene Heights Pre-school. Sessional and Full Day 
care availableðopen Mon.ðFri. Full Day Care 8.30am to 
5pm Sessional times 9amð12noon and 12.45pm - 
3.45pm For more info please contact Laura Leggett 
01234 326685 or www.hazeldeneheights.com  
9.30-10.30am - Body Control Pilates ïStephanie Smith 
357787 or 07973174430 
12.00 noon Storybox Welcomes under 5ôs and carers to 
between 12noon and 1pm. Sandwich lunch followed by a 
Bible based story and singing. Contact Carolyn Morris 
youth@thisischurch.com 365630 
2.00pm U3A Music Appreciation Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.00pm U3A Italian ï fortnightly Chris Fordham 217396 
4.15pm Kumon Maths Mrs Raksha Mistry 01908 
392698 
6.15 pm Brownies . Sharon Tanner  01767 699399 
email firstputnoebrownies@hotmail.co.uk 
6.15-7.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571 
7.15pm-8.15pm Fit for Life Yoga  Jane Butcher 
07891879571 
6.30pm-8pm Cubs  Ages 8 ï10.5  Michelle Davis 
07711916870  email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.30pm Fit For All ï Laura Amor 341152 / 07976259081 
7.30pm House group  30 The Ridgeway. The home of  
Eddy & Margaret Peck  267567 
7.45-9.15 Get Fit Keep Fit Diane Field 01234 404976 

 
Tuesday 

9.30am  Candlewicking (Needlework). Jenny Snelson  
344417 
11-12.15am U3A Keep Fit Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm Library Walk W.I.  meets monthly. 
 Jo Fordham (President) 01234 217396 
Margaret Bull (President) 01234 267866 
Cheryl Gardner (President) 01234 261584 
2.30pm. Ladies Tuesday Club (meets  monthly) Next 
Meeting Tuesday  8 May Mowsbury Park óDetails  Diane 
Bayliss 268101 
2.30-4.30  U3A Play Reading Chris Fordham 217396 
6.30pmï 8.00pm Cubs 6.30pmð8.00pm Ages 8-10.5 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 
                         

Wednesday 
9.30am Body Control Pilates. Stephanie Smith 357787 
or 07973174430. 
11.00am U3A Keep Fit.  Chris Fordham 217396 
12.30pm Luncheon Club. Fortnightly.  Next meeting  
16 May 2018.  Contact Putnoe Office 365630  
2-4pm U3A Ukulele Group. Beginners welcome. 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm - Fifty plus Keep Fit. Mrs Webster 856966 
4.15pm Kumon Maths. Mrs Rakha Mistry 01908 392698 
5.00ï6.00pm Rainbows Gayle  email : 
1stputnoerainbows@gmail.com 
6.15-7.15pm ATSK Karate Kevin Stark 01234 353865 
6.15-7.45pm  GKR Karate   Daniel Freer 07931 504 712  
7.00pm-9.00pm Scouts ages 10.5-14; Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email:michelle@putnoescouts.org 
7.00pm Archaeological & Local History Society 
monthly. Sylvia Woods 365095 
7.15pm Putnoe Guild Putnoe 3rd Wednesday in every 
month except August Mrs Jo Street  344600 
 

Thursday 
8.15-2.15pm Sing & Sign. Julie Warriner 01767 691488 
9.30am Thursday Prayer Group.  Valerie Capon 356306. 

Request for prayer can be written in the prayer diary on 
the information table.  
10.00-12pm U3A Painting & Sketching Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.00pm-3.00p.m  Play and Learn(Dropin) Contact 
Trudy 341977 
2pm ï4pm U3A  Current Affairs  Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.30pm-3.30pm U3A Spanish (Weekly) Chris Fordham 
217396 
5.15-8.15pm   NHS Eat Smart Think Active contact : 
Laura Rocket 355122 
6.00pm-7.30pm Beavers Ages 6-8 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.15pm Brownies. Putnoe Heights Lou Brennan. 
07919402797. 
7.00pm Club 2000 Putnoe Monthly second Thursday in 
the month. Sandra White 313645 
7.15pm Putnoe Art Group Bob Wardale 406094 
8.00pm Bedford Folk Dancers (formerly Barn dancers) 
Meet weekly with different guest callers each week.Except 
August.  All welcome, cost Ã2. Including refreshments. 
More details Ron 825574 or Shirley 01767 651767 

 
Friday 

9.30pm Spanish Holiday Survival Elena 01234 266968 
9.30am ï12. 30pm Machine Knitting group 1st and 
second weeks per month. Contact Marion Sutton 217647  
10am-12 U3A French Conversation Chris Fordham 
217396 
2pm U3A Gardening Chris Fordham 217396 
6.30pm-8.00pm Beavers Ages 6-8 Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 
 

                               Saturday                                                      
2.15pm Society of Recorder Players  G. Parry 01462 
674792 

  

Sunday 
11.00 - 12.00 Church and Junior for the under 9's . A 
cr¯che is also available.  

 

St Markôs Church Council  - 22 May, 11 September, 13 
November  
St Markôs Leadership Team - 8 May, 4 September, 6 
November 
St Markôs Church AGM -  
Putnoe Leadership Team ï    June 12, October 9  
Putnoe Management Meeting ï May 31, October 4  
Putnoe Church Council  -  , June 19, October 16.  
Pastoral Group Meeting ï    
Churchyard Committee -   
Circuit Meeting -    
Deanery meeting -  June 21 
Woodland Burial Trustees ï  AGM - May 13 
Putnoe Heights Children  & Youth Meeting -   
St Marks Messy Church - 16 May 
 

Please advise St Markôs Church Office of the dates of 
your meetings. 

Diary Dates  



Monday 
7.30am-6.00pm  Pre-school  Mon-Fri St Markôs  
7.30am-6.00pm Top Marks Mon-Fri St Markôs  
Manager  Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
(See website for more details)  
9.00am-12noon St Markôs Pre-School Nursery 
Manager Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
10.00am Bakers Barn Art Group. Mrs M. Berry 211955 
10.00am U3A Playreading Chris Fordham 07940072202 
9.45am - 10.45am &11.00am-12noon Pilates Liz Mason 
07816522200 
2-4pm U3A Meditation & Wellbeing Chris Fordham 
07940072202 
6.00pm Brownies Mrs C Mathew 826190 
7.30pm Sugarcraft Guild St Markôs  (1st week in month)  
Mary Daly 217127 
7.00-8.00pm Laughter Club on 2nd week each month 
Cheryl Green 07729187399 
7-9pm Rangers. Nikki Lake 07584028653 
7.15pm Guides. Mrs Gill Lake 218091 
7.30pm Whist Drive.  Weeks 3 & 5 in the month. Next 
meeting  15 January 2018  Judith Stanton. 823313 
 

Tuesday 
9.15am-11.15.  Chat & Make  A term time group for Mums 
and toddlers 0ï 5. For more details  ring St Markôs Church 
Office 01234 342613 or  Janine 01234 297481  
9.30am -12.30 & 4-9pm Slimming World   
9.30, 11.30, 3.30, 5.30, 7.30. Lorrie Pearson  340473 
1.15pm U3A Cinema Group. Chris Fordham 07940072202 
1.30pm U3A Choir. Contact Chris Fordham 07940072202 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 1 (3rd Week in month)  Contact 
Chris Fordham 07940072202 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 2  (2nd Week in month) Contact 
Chris Fordham 07940072202 
2.00pm U3A Photography Group 3 (1st Week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 07940072202 
2.30pm Knit & Natter Group. (1st and 3rd week in month) 
Wool and knitting needles provided. Mrs Maureen Watling 
262225  
2.00-3.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Housegroup.  A social 
and Bible Study group. (2nd & 4th week in month) Mrs Jean 
Bank 355698 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.15-8.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571   
7.30-9pm Faith Community Church Audua Ogilvie 01234 
308644 
8.00pm Hearts in Beds Committee (4th week in month) 
Mrs N Aspey 309816 
8.25-9.25pm Restoration Pilates Johanna Debnam 
07753418170 
 

 Wednesday 
10.00-2pm Open House for those with learning 
disabilities., their friends, family , carers and supporters 
342613.  
10.00am U3A Gardening Group 3  Chris Fordham 
07940072202 
10.00am Holy Communion. St. Markôs Chapel.  A half hour 
service followed by coffee. All welcome. 
10am U3A Card Making, Chris Fordham 07940072202 
10-4pm Sewing group 4th week of the month. Contact 
Sue Sewell 07979797747 
1.15pm  Social Bridge Club  Mr Barnes 261811 
2.00-4.00pm U3A Craft 1st week of the monthChris 
Fordham 07940072202 
3.45.- 5.30pm Messy Church. (3rd Week in month). for 
children of lower school age and their carers. Bible-based 
story, crafts, singing and a meal. Next  meeting  16 May 

Wendy Waters 401834  
6.00pm Brownies. Mrs C  Warden 219731 
7.00pm Bunyan Bridge. Yvonne Blain 350241 or Brian 
Sallows 407725. 
8.00pm Tudor Reeds Folk Dance Club  at St Markôs  
(1st,3rd & 5th Wednesday in month. Next meeting  16    May 
2018. Everyone  welcome. All dances called, only Ã1 
including refreshments. Call Rosemary 405594  or Graham 
406359 for more details or come  and  join our friendly group 
and have a try. 
8.00pm Bedford Wine and Social Club ( Week 1 in the 
month) Jill Cooper 357960 

 
Thursday 

9.45am Chat and Play  A term time group for  Mums & 
toddlers.0-5   St Markôs Church Office 01234 342613 or  
Janine 01234 297481  
12pm Storybox . Welcomes the under 5ôs and their carers 
to join them between 12 noon and 1pm for a sandwich lunch 
followed by a Bible based story and singing.. Contact Jaana 
Swaby  342613  
2-4pm U3A Indoor Games. Chris Fordham 07940072202 
2.30 - 4.30pm Bedford Art Society  Jean Patterson 307210 
5.15-6.45pm Weightwatchers Jodi Henderson 
07449890830 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.00pm U3A Singing for Fun (1st & 3rd week in month)
Chris Fordham 07940072202 
7.00pm  Bedford Embroiderersô Guild  
(3rd week in month). Carol Plant 01832710504 
7.30pm )Magpies. Meet on 2nd & 4 Thursday Next 
meeting  10 May   Statues of Bedfordshireô Paul Nicholson. 
Call Rosemary 405594  for more details. 
8.00pm Bedford Writers Circle. St Markôs (1st week in 
month). John Broadhouse 01525 404014 
 

Friday 
10am -12.00 U3A Photography (4th week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 07940072202 
10.45am - 12  U3A Poetry & Literature  St. Marks  
Contact Chris Fordham 07940072202 
2.00-4.00 pm U3A Whist (2nd week in month) Contact 
Chris Fordham 07940072202 
7.45 - 10.45pm Bedford Astrology Club. St Marks(2nd 
week in month )Carol Brown 01438 233385 
6.30 ï8.30pm Pakua Martial Arts John Waugh 
07802755914  

 
Saturday  

9.00am Faith Community Church (1st week in month) 
Audua Ogilvie 01234 308644 
10.00am-1pmTheatretrain Dancing acting, singing. Kate 
Howard 01234 782414 

 
Sunday 

9.30 - 10.30  Church and Sunday School at  St Markôs with 
cr¯che for under 3ôs  
10 - 5.30pm Bedford Stamp Fayre at St. Markôs. Sunday 3 
June P Harris 01623 621143 
11.30-2.30pm Faith Inspired Ministry. Pastor James 
Mudokwani 07411154809 

 

Regular Weekly Activities  - St Markôs Church 



Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 
Opening Verse of  Scripture -   Psalm 51:17 
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit: a 
broken and contrite heart He will not despise.   
. 
Collect Prayer for the Day  -   
Before  we read, we pray 
God our redeemer, you have delivered us from 
the power of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of your Son: grant, that as by his 
death he has recalled us to life, so by his 
continual presence in us he may raise us to 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord. CW 
 
First Bible Reading  - Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter was speaking, the Holy Spirit fell 
upon all who heard the word. The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were 
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they 
heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 
God. Then Peter said, óCan anyone withhold 
the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?ô So he 
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for 
several days. NRSV 
(This is the word of the Lord ï Thanks be to God) 
 
Second Bible Reading  -   1 John 5:1-6 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And 
his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And 
this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one who came by water and blood, 
Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one 
that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. NRSV  
(This is the word of the Lord ï Thanks be to God) 
 
Gospel Reading  -  John 15:9-17 
Jesus said to his disciples: óAs the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Fatherôs 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be complete. óThis is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down oneôs life for oneôs friends. 
You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 
the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so 
that you may love one another.ô NRSV  
(This is the word of the Lordï Thanks be to God)  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  
 



Hymns at St Markôs Church  
 
1.      Love divine, all loves excelling     MP 449 
2.      God loves you, and I love you      Singing the Faith  614 
3.      A new commandment I give unto you    MP 1 
4.      Thereôs a spirit in the air                H&P   326 
5.      God is love: let heaven adore him  MP  187 
 
 
Commentary         
óAll about Loveô, these could so easily be three words that best describe the story told through the 
Bible. According to an online resource ôBible Gatewayô óLoveô appears 413 times in the OT and 
228 times in the NT. 
 
Two of our readings today have the highest number of entries; Johnôs Gospel has the highest 
number of 39, and the First Letter of John the next highest of 26.  It was óall for Love that God 
sent his Son into the worldô as is written in John 3:16; óFor God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.ô   
 
Todayôs passage from Johnôs Gospel is just one instance where Jesus is passing on to his 
disciples the importance of following his example of living a life of love.  The preceding verses are 
those where Jesus describes himself as the óTrue Vineô, and the need for the disciples to be 
ófruitful vinesô living in close relationship with him.  In John 15:14-15 he declares that he óno longer 
regards them as servants but friends,ô friends who he loves and who he is prepared to lay down 
his life for.  
 
 In our service today we thought about the differences between servants and friends.  These are 
some we might have thought of: servants do not always appear valued by their employer; the 
employer may not be polite to the servant; the employer may be abrupt and bad mannered; the 
servant may be taken for granted and the servant may just do as theyôre told without expecting 
any background information.  Of course there are many good employers who treat their óservantsô 
very well.  However the relationship is usually different to that of a friend.  Friends do value each 
other; are considerate: care for each otherôs well being; are affectionate towards one another; 
respect each other; show loyalty and faithfulness. 
 
Jesus regarded his disciples, and regards those who love him now as his friends.  An article in a 
óGood Housekeepingô magazine I read recently said that: óThe word ófriendô came from the 
German óFrijandô  which means óone attached to another by feelings of personal regard and 
preferenceô.  My dictionary describes óa friendô as: óa person whose company, interests and 
attitudes, one finds sympatheticô.  Both descriptions could apply to the relationship between 
Jesus, his disciples and us.  Jesus had shared with his friends óeverything that he had heard from 
his Fatherô, a distinctive difference between a loving friendship and a master/servant relationship.  
Having shared all his knowledge, having loved them having led them by example he now 
ócommandedô them to love and live in the same way.  To ócommandô ones friends may appear to 
be more like the manner of a ómasterô, but having lovingly shared all his knowledge Jesus wanted, 
and wants, his disciples to respond as his friends and colleagues.  
 
The short extract from the exciting book of Acts is just one example of one disciple, Peter, 
responding by bravely and boldly passing on his knowledge of Jesus to Gentiles gathered in 
Caesarea in the home of Cornelius a Roman Centurion ( Acts 10:1).  He declared that óeveryone 
who believes in him (Jesus) receives forgiveness of sins through his nameô.  Peter did not do this 
unaided but by the power of the Holy Spirit, which all those there at the time witnessed by óeven 
the Gentiles speaking in tongues and extolling Godô.  Peter was later (11: 2 -3) criticised for this 
by those followers who were circumcised Jews, but was able to refute their criticism so they 
accepted Peterôs teaching (11:18). 
 
The NRSV (Anglicised) translation of 1 John 1:5 is headed óFaith Conquers the Worldô, verses 1 
to 6 explains how that faith is inextricably linked with Godôs love for us and our love for him.  It 



follows Chapter 4:7- 21, which is headedô God Is Loveô and begins by urging those reading it 
to follow Jesusô command to ólove one another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows Godô (4:7).  So this love, this faith, can óconquer the worldô.  
The writer of  John 1, who may or may not also be the Gospel writer, is so convinced of the 
power of the love of God to óconquer the worldô that in two verses he repeats it three times.  
How does this love conquer the world?  óOur faith in the one who believes that Jesus is the 
Son of Godô (v4 and v5).  Are we, like Peter, up for this challenge?  Do we trust that the 
challenge wonôt be burdensome?  Are we willing, with our friends, to act not in our own 
strength, but in the power of the Holy Spirit?  Wendy Waters 
 
Meditation 
 
óThose you have deeply loved become part of you. The longer you live, there will always be 
more people to be loved by you and to become part of your inner community.  The wider your 
inner community becomes, the more easily you will recognise your own brothers and sisters in 
the strangers around you.  Those who are alive within you will recognise those who are alive 
around you.  The wider the community of your heart, the wider the community around you.  
Thus, the pain of rejection, absence and death can become more fruitful.  Yes, as you love 
deeply the ground of your heart will be broken more and more, but you will rejoice in the 
abundance of the fruit you will bear.  Henri J.M. Nouwen The Inner Voice of Love  
 
Prayers for Sunday and the week ahead. 
 
Loving Lord thank you for your limitless love, teach us how to love as you loved, show us the 
way to  love those we struggle to befriend let alone love, through the promptings of your Holy 
Spirit reveal to us those we are failing to notice who need your love.  
 
Gracious God bestow your grace on all who are trapped in loveless situations; those who are 
subjected to abuse by those they work for, or are enslaved by heartless people.  May we all 
be alert to the realities of the darkness in some peopleôs lives and show us where and when 
we may be channels of your light. 
 
Jesus our friend and saviour we rejoice that 
you have called us into your service; may we 
live as people who believe that faith in you can 
and does conquer the world.  May we also be 
bold and brave, like Peter, when declaring your 
love to others. 
 
Living God, Draw us deeper into your love; 
Jesus our Lord, Send us to care and serve; 
Holy Spirit, make us heralds of good news.  Stir 
us, strengthen us, teach and inspire us to live 
your love with generosity and joy, Imagination 
and courage; for the sake of your world and in 
the name of Jesus. Amen St Albanôs Diocesan 
Prayer 
 
Endless Road 
"There arenôt any ordinary people in the world; 
everyone is extraordinary because everyone 
has been created by God, and is someone to 
reverence." 
 
Servant of God, Catherine Doherty, 20th 
century, from wordofgodeveryday.com 
Date: 1971  Artist: Hofheinz-Doring, Margret, 
1910-1994 



Putnoe Heights Church  
At Putnoe Heights Church this week we were pleased 
to welcome the Beaver pack who visited the Church 
as part of their Faith Badge. 

 
Lunch Club desperately need drivers to transport 
diners to and from Putnoe Heights once a fortnight. 
Any permanent or temporary offers please contact 
Pam Kinselley 354480 Thank you. 

Bedford Foodbank 
Please can you let people know that this month, at 
Bedford Foodbank, we are running low on the 
following items: Tinned Fish, Tinned Rice Pudding, 
Tinned Fruit, Tinned Custard, Small packets of Rice 
(up to 500g), Squash. Thank you for your support, 
Mrs Chris Hubbard Admin Support 

Mission Events There are two important mission 
events at St Markôs this summer. We will have a 
marquee at the River Festival on 15 and 16 July to 
promote preschool, woodland burial and the church. 
On September 15 and 16 we will have Adrian and 
Bridget Plass join us for a mission weekend. Please 
keep these dates free and we will give for future 
updates.    

Putnoe Heights Fairtrade Stall - future dates May 6 
and July 1. Traidcraft catalogues are available to take 
home from the table in the foyer and include details of 
how to order via the stall.  
  
Footprints The next Footprints walk is to see the 
bluebells at Odell Woods on Sunday, 6 May ï meet at 
2.30pm. Will walkers please car share as parking at 
or close to The Bell public house in Horsefair Lane, 
Odell, is restricted and residents can complain. 
Leaders are Alan and Jo Wooding, call 01234 363771 
or email alan.wooding@ntlworld.com 
 

Action for Children From 2.30pm on 16 May in the 
Biffa room at St Markôs . You are invited to tea and 
cake to join the boxholders and help with opening and 
counting the money. Please give your box to 
Margaret Standley or bring it on the day.  
 
A special meeting of the Putnoe Heights Church 
Council will be held after morning worship on Sunday 
20 May 2018.  The meeting will seek approval to 
base our submission for charity registration on 
Putnoe Heights Church becoming a Single 
Congregation Local Ecumenical Partnership 
(SCLEP), supplemented by a Working Agreement 
between the Methodist Church and the Church of 
England.  Approval of this proposal would be deemed 
to cancel any approvals concerning charity 
registration which were given at church council 
meetings held in June and October 2017 and in 
February 2018, together with the approval given at 
the annual congregational meeting (ACM) held on 
Sunday 15 April 2018. 
 
St Peterôs Church are holding a Coffee & Cake 
morning on Saturday 12 May from 10.00ð12.00 
noon to raise funds and mark the beginning of 
Christian Aid Week. Cakes, Buns and Home-Made 
Preserves for sale. 
 
 

 
You can now support the work of  
St Markôs Church by text on your mobile.  
Just text Lion18 to 70070  
followed by Ã1, Ã2, Ã3, Ã4, Ã5 or Ã10 

 
The winged Lion is the Symbol  

of Saint Mark who spread good news  

Supporting Putnoe Heights  
and St Markôs Church  

  
How can you show your support for the work and 
mission of our churches? 
 

1. Set up a regular donation  
2. Make a one-off donation or gift for the work 

of the church 
3. Leave a gift in your will  
4.       Offer some time as a volunteer 

Putnoe Beavers  


