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Lent 2 

Thank You 
 
The flowers at St. Mark’s Church this week have 
been given by Mike and Janet Warren in loving 
memory of Janetôs parents Ernest and Lilian Mackrell. 
 
The flowers at Putnoe Heights Church  this week 
have been given by Diana Jonhson in loving  memory 
of her mother Jean Brown. 
 
We are  always pleased when people make donations 
towards flowers perhaps to celebrate a special occasion 
such as an anniversary or in memory of a loved one. 
Please contact  Miss Marion Prior 303254 (St. Markôs) or 
Ann Hitt 404186 (Putnoe Heights)  or add your name to the 
rota in the  Foyers.  

The Reverend Dr. Sam Cappleman 
Assistant Rural Dean of Bedford  
107 Dover Crescent, Bedford MK41 
Tel: 266952  nsm@thisischurch.com 

 

The Reverend Wendy Evans-Wood 
 c/o  Putnoe Heights Church Centre 

Tel: 348091 
  wendyevanswood@yahoo.co.uk  

 

The Reverend Canon Charles Royden         
The Vicarage, Calder Rise. MK41 7UY  

309175  Mobile 07973 113861   vicar@thisischurch.com 
 

Reader:  Mrs Wendy Waters  
Pastoral Support Team Co-Ordinator 
342613  office@Thisischurch.com 

        
Please inform us if you know of anyone who is ill, bereaved, housebound, 
requires a visit, home communion or counselling services.  Please also ask 
us if you would like a home visit for any reason.   

 
Partnership News is sent out by email every  

Saturday in a colour edition. To subscribe visit our Partnership 
News archive at www.thisischurch.com.  Any items submitted for 
inclusion in Partnership News will automatically be posted weekly 
on our website and may appear in other local media sources.  

 

Partnership News is also archived on our church 
website www.ThisisChurch.com  

 
St Mark’s Churchyard Administrator  

Mrs Avril Williams 01234 342613 
 

Putnoe Heights Church Centre   
Open Mon-Thur 9–4pm,  Friday 9-1pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 365630   putnoe@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager:  Krystyna Oborn  365630 
Leadership Team  Mrs Sue Allen 407264  
Treasurer Mr John Hitt  404186 treasurerph@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator Mr Lawrence Wyatt  350188 
Youth Team Leader Carolyn Morris youth@thisischurch.com 
 

St. Mark’s Church Centre Charity No 1164416  
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5.00pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 342613   office@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager Miss Wendy Rider 342613   
Leadership Team -  Mrs Wendy Waters  
Treasurer - Mr Ian Farthing 210892 
treasurer@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator  Mr Jim Williams 360605  
Music Copyright CCL1501 
 

facebook.com/thisischurchuk                                                                 

@thisischurchuk  

 
Prayer for Sunday 

 
To you, O Lord, we bring a treasure,  
greater than the mountains,  
deeper than the ocean  

and more glorious than the sun; a gift outweighing all 
creation,  

even the gift of our heart,  
to be laid at your feet,  

to be placed on your breast,  
to be embraced by your Spirit. Amen. 

 
Mechtild of Magdeburg (c. 1210-1280)  

Sunday Services 
 

8.30am Holy Communion every Sunday    
1st and 3rd  Sunday at Putnoe Heights  
2nd,4th and 5th Sunday at St. Markôs Church 
 

25 February 2018 - Lent 2 
9.30am St Mark’s - Morning Worship 
Preacher - The Reverend Doctor Sam Cappleman 
Leadership - Mrs Liz Jackson 
Intercessions - Mr Richard Ledger 
Organist -  Mr Clive Simmonds 
11.00 am  Putnoe -  Morning Worship 
Preacher -  The Reverend Wendy Evans-Wood 
Leadership - Mrs Maureen Watling & Mrs Val Morgan 
Intercessions - Dr Tim Wilkes 
Organist -  Mr Clive Simmonds 
 

 4 March 2018 - Lent 3 
9.30am St Mark’s - Morning Family Worship 
Preacher–  The Reverend Canon Charles Royden 
Leadership -  Mrs Wendy Waters 
Intercessions - Mrs Delia Shephard 
Organist -  Mr Clive Simmonds 
11.00 am  Putnoe - All Age Worship 
Preacher -  The Reverend Canon Charles Royden 
Leadership - Mr Martin Fannon 
Intercessions - Young People 
Organist - Mr Clive Simmonds 
 
Lectionary Readings:  
1 Exodus 20: 1-17  2 1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 
3 John 2: 13-22 
Mid Week Holy Communion at 10.00am at St Markôs 
Chapel every Wednesday and at Sir William Harpur 
House first Monday of every month  



 

Regular Weekly Activities  - Putnoe Heights Church   

Monday 
Hazeldene Heights Pre-school. Sessional and Full Day 
care available—open Mon.—Fri. Full Day Care 8.30am to 
5pm Sessional times 9am—12noon and 12.45pm - 
3.45pm For more info please contact Laura Leggett 
01234 326685 or www.hazeldeneheights.com  
9.30-10.30am - Body Control Pilates –Stephanie Smith 
357787 or 07973174430 
12.00 noon Storybox Welcomes under 5ôs and carers to 
between 12noon and 1pm. Sandwich lunch followed by a 
Bible based story and singing. Contact Carolyn Morris 
youth@thisischurch.com 365630 
2.00pm U3A Music Appreciation Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.00pm U3A Italian – fortnightly Chris Fordham 217396 
4.15pm Kumon Maths Mrs Raksha Mistry 01908 
392698 
6.15 pm Brownies . Sharon Tanner  01767 699399 
email firstputnoebrownies@hotmail.co.uk 
6.15-7.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571 
7.15pm-8.15pm Fit for Life Yoga  Jane Butcher 
07891879571 
6.30pm-8pm Cubs  Ages 8 –10.5  Michelle Davis 
07711916870  email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.30pm Fit For All – Laura Amor 341152 / 07976259081 
7.30pm House group  30 The Ridgeway. The home of  
Eddy & Margaret Peck  267567 
7.45-9.15 Get Fit Keep Fit Diane Field 01234 404976 

 
Tuesday 

9.30am  Candlewicking (Needlework). Jenny Snelson  
344417 
11-12.15am U3A Keep Fit Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm Library Walk W.I.  meets monthly. 
 Jo Fordham (President) 01234 217396 
Margaret Bull (President) 01234 267866 
Cheryl Gardner (President) 01234 261584 
2.30pm. Ladies Tuesday Club (meets  monthly) Next 
Meeting Tuesday  13 March  - Putnoe óEaster 
arrangement in a tea cupô Details  Diane Bayliss 268101 
2.30-4.30  U3A Play Reading Chris Fordham 217396 
6.30pm– 8.00pm Cubs 6.30pm—8.00pm Ages 8-10.5 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 
                         

Wednesday 
9.30am Body Control Pilates. Stephanie Smith 357787 
or 07973174430. 
11.00am U3A Keep Fit.  Chris Fordham 217396 
12.30pm Luncheon Club. Fortnightly.  Next meeting  7 
March 2018.  Contact Putnoe Office 365630  
2-4pm U3A Ukulele Group. Beginners welcome. 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm - Fifty plus Keep Fit. Mrs Webster 856966 
4.15pm Kumon Maths. Mrs Rakha Mistry 01908 392698 
5.00–6.00pm Rainbows Gayle  email : 
1stputnoerainbows@gmail.com 
6.15-7.15pm ATSK Karate Kevin Stark 01234 353865 
6.15-7.45pm  GKR Karate   Daniel Freer 07931 504 712  
7.00pm-9.00pm Scouts ages 10.5-14; Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email:michelle@putnoescouts.org 
7.00pm Archaeological & Local History Society 
monthly. Sylvia Woods 365095 
7.15pm Putnoe Guild Putnoe 3rd Wednesday in every 
month except August Mrs Jo Street  344600 
 

Thursday 
8.15-2.15pm Sing & Sign. Julie Warriner 01767 691488 
9.30am Thursday Prayer Group.  Valerie Capon 356306. 

Request for prayer can be written in the prayer diary on 
the information table.  
10.00-12pm U3A Painting & Sketching Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.00pm-3.00p.m  Play and Learn(Dropin) Contact 
Trudy 341977 
2pm –4pm U3A  Current Affairs  Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.30pm-3.30pm U3A Spanish (Weekly) Chris Fordham 
217396 
5.15-8.15pm   NHS Eat Smart Think Active contact : 
Laura Rocket 355122 
6.00pm-7.30pm Beavers Ages 6-8 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.15pm Brownies. Putnoe Heights Lou Brennan. 
07919402797. 
7.00pm Club 2000 Putnoe Monthly second Thursday in 
the month. Sandra White 313645 
7.15pm Putnoe Art Group Bob Wardale 406094 
8.00pm Bedford Folk Dancers (formerly Barn dancers) 
Meet weekly with different guest callers each week.Except 
August.  All welcome, cost £2. Including refreshments. 
More details Ron 825574 or Shirley 01767 651767 

 
Friday 

9.30pm Spanish Holiday Survival Elena 01234 266968 
9.30am –12. 30pm Machine Knitting group 1st and 
second weeks per month. Contact Marion Sutton 217647  
10am-12 U3A French Conversation Chris Fordham 
217396 
2pm U3A Gardening Chris Fordham 217396 
6.30pm-8.00pm Beavers Ages 6-8 Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 
 

                               Saturday                                                      
2.15pm Society of Recorder Players  G. Parry 01462 
674792 

  

Sunday 
11.00 - 12.00 Church and Junior for the under 9's . A 
crèche is also available.  

 

St Mark’s Church Council  - 22 May, 11 September, 13 
November  
St Mark’s Leadership Team - 8 May, 4 September, 6 
November 
St Mark’s Church AGM - 15 April 2018 
Putnoe Leadership Team –    June 12, October 9  
Putnoe Management Meeting – May 31, October 4  
Putnoe Church Council  -  February 27, June 19, 
October 16.  
Pastoral Group Meeting –  27 February  
Churchyard Committee -   
Circuit Meeting -    
Deanery meeting -   
Woodland Burial Trustees –   
Putnoe Heights Children  & Youth Meeting -   
St Marks Messy Church - 21 March  
18 April 
 

Please advise St Markôs Church Office of the dates of 
your meetings. 

Diary Dates  



Monday 
7.30am-6.00pm  Pre-school  Mon-Fri St Markôs  
7.30am-6.00pm Top Marks Mon-Fri St Markôs  
Manager  Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
(See website for more details)  
9.00am-12noon St Mark’s Pre-School Nursery 
Manager Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
10.00am Bakers Barn Art Group. Mrs M. Berry 211955 
10.00am U3A Playreading Chris Fordham 07940072202 
9.45am - 10.45am &11.00am-12noon Pilates Liz Mason 
07816522200 
2-4pm U3A Meditation & Wellbeing Chris Fordham 
07940072202 
6.00pm Brownies Mrs C Mathew 826190 
7.30pm Sugarcraft Guild St Markôs  (1st week in month)  
Mary Daly 217127 
7.00-8.00pm Laughter Club on 2nd week each month 
Cheryl Green 07729187399 
7-9pm Rangers. Nikki Lake 07584028653 
7.15pm Guides. Mrs Gill Lake 218091 
7.30pm Whist Drive.  Weeks 3 & 5 in the month. Next 
meeting  15 January 2018  Judith Stanton. 823313 
 

Tuesday 
9.15am-11.15.  Chat & Make  A term time group for Mums 
and toddlers 0– 5. For more details  ring St Markôs Church 
Office 01234 342613 or  Janine 01234 297481  
9.30am -12.30 & 4-9pm Slimming World   
9.30, 11.30, 3.30, 5.30, 7.30. Lorrie Pearson  340473 
1.15pm U3A Cinema Group. Chris Fordham 07940072202 
1.30pm U3A Choir. Contact Chris Fordham 07940072202 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 1 (3rd Week in month)  Contact 
Chris Fordham 07940072202 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 2  (2nd Week in month) Contact 
Chris Fordham 07940072202 
2.00pm U3A Photography Group 3 (1st Week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 07940072202 
2.30pm Knit & Natter Group. (Alternate Tuesdays) Wool 
and knitting needles provided. Mrs Maureen Watling 262225  
2.00-3.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Housegroup.  A social 
and Bible Study group. Meets alternate Tuesdays. Mrs Jean 
Bank 355698 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.15-8.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571   
7.30-9pm Faith Community Church Audua Ogilvie 01234 
308644 
8.00pm Hearts in Beds Committee (4th week in month) 
Mrs N Aspey 309816 
8.25-9.25pm Restoration Pilates Johanna Debnam 
07753418170 
 

 Wednesday 
10.00-2pm Open House for those with learning 
disabilities., their friends, family , carers and supporters 
342613.  
10.00am U3A Gardening Group 3  Chris Fordham 
07940072202 
10.00am Holy Communion. St. Markôs Chapel.  A half hour 
service followed by coffee. All welcome. 
10am U3A Card Making, Chris Fordham 07940072202 
10-4pm Sewing group 4th week of the month. Contact 
Sue Sewell 07979797747 
1.15pm  Social Bridge Club  Mr Barnes 261811 
2.00-4.00pm U3A Craft 1st week of the monthChris 
Fordham 07940072202 
3.45.- 5.30pm Messy Church. (3rd Week in month). for 
children of lower school age and their carers. Bible-based 
story, crafts, singing and a meal. Next  meeting  21 February 
Wendy Waters 401834  

6.00pm Brownies. Mrs C  Warden 219731 
7.00pm Bunyan Bridge. Yvonne Blain 350241 or Brian 
Sallows 407725. 
8.00pm Tudor Reeds Folk Dance Club  at St Markôs  
(1st,3rd & 5th Wednesday in mont h. Next meeting  7 March 
2018. Everyone  welcome. All dances called, only £1 
including refreshments. Call Rosemary 405594  or Graham 
406359 for more details or come  and  join our friendly group 
and have a try. 
8.00pm Bedford Wine and Social Club ( Week 1 in the 
month) Jill Cooper 357960 

 
Thursday 

9.45am Chat and Play  A term time group for  Mums & 
toddlers.0-5   St Markôs Church Office 01234 342613 or  
Janine 01234 297481  
12pm Storybox . Welcomes the under 5ôs and their carers 
to join them between 12 noon and 1pm for a sandwich lunch 
followed by a Bible based story and singing.. Contact Jaana 
Swaby  342613  
2-4pm U3A Indoor Games. Chris Fordham 07940072202 
2.30 - 4.30pm Bedford Art Society  Jean Patterson 307210 
5.15-6.45pm Weightwatchers Jodi Henderson 
07449890830 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.00pm U3A Singing for Fun (1st & 3rd week in month)
Chris Fordham 07940072202 
7.00pm  Bedford Embroiderers’ Guild  
(3rd week in month). Carol Plant 01832710504 
7.30pm )Magpies. Next meeting  8 March óChange your life 
with Feng Shuiô \Inessa Liang. .Call Rosemary 405594  for 
more details. 
7.30pm Brickhill Ladies Group St Markôs (1st and 3rd week 
in month) Rose Beal 212157 
8.00pm Bedford Writers Circle. St Markôs (1st week in 
month). John Broadhouse 01525 404014 
 

Friday 
10am -12.00 U3A Photography (4th week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 07940072202 
10.45am - 12  U3A Poetry & Literature  St. Marks  
Contact Chris Fordham 07940072202 
2.00-4.00 pm U3A Whist (2nd week in month) Contact 
Chris Fordham 07940072202 
7.45 - 10.45pm Bedford Astrology Club. St Marks(2nd 
week in month )Carol Brown 01438 233385 
6.30 –8.30pm Pakua Martial Arts John Waugh 
07802755914  

 
Saturday  

9.00am Faith Community Church (1st week in month) 
Audua Ogilvie 01234 308644 
10.00am-1pmTheatretrain Dancing acting, singing. Kate 
Howard 01234 782414 

 
Sunday 

9.30 - 10.30  Church and Sunday School at  St Markôs with 
crèche for under 3ôs  
10 - 5.30pm Bedford Stamp Fayre at St. Mark’s. 1st 
Sunday April P Harris 01623 621143 
11.30-2.30pm Faith Inspired Ministry. Pastor James 
Mudokwani 07411154809 

 

Regular Weekly Activities  - St Mark’s Church 



Lent 2 
 

Opening Verse of Scripture   
Psalm 22 v 27 
All the ends of the earth will remember 
and turn to the LORD, and all the 
families of the nations will bow down 
before him, for dominion belongs to the 
LORD and he rules over the nations.  
 
Collect Prayer for the Day      
Before  we read, we pray          
Almighty God, by the prayer and 
discipline of Lent may we enter into the 
mystery of Christôs sufferings, and by 
following in his Way come to share in 
his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.     óTake up your cross and follow meô Jesus 
 
First Bible Reading -  Genesis 7: 1-7.15-16 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, óI am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me 
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.ô Then Abram fell on his face; and God said 
to him, óAs for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 
make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me 
and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, 
to be God to you and to your offspring after you. God said to Abraham, óAs for Sarai your wife, 
you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will 
give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall 
come from her.ô      (This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God) 
 
Second Bible Reading  -  Romans 4: 13-25 
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith.  If it is the adherents of the law who are 
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.  For the law brings wrath; but where there is 
no law, neither is there violation.  For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise 
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the 
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is 
written, óI have made you the father of many nationsô)—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.  Hoping 
against hope, he believed that he would become óthe father of many nationsô, according to what 
was said, óSo numerous shall your descendants be.ô  He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred 
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarahôs womb.  No distrust made him 
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 
being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.  Therefore his faith was 
reckoned to him as righteousness.ô  Now the words, óit was reckoned to himô, were written not 
for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised 
Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised 
for our justification.   (This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God) 
 
Gospel Reading - Mark 8: 31-38 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again.  He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, óGet behind me, Satan! For you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.ô  He called the crowd with his 



disciples, and said to them, óIf any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life?  Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.   (This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God) 
  
Hymns 
1.       The God of Abraham praise, MP 645 
2.        Would you walk by on the other side? (as) SF 257 (instruments) 
3.        Will you come and follow me (Kelvingrove) 
4.        Take up your cross the Saviour said (Fulda) HTC 114;  
5.        All hail the power of Jesusô name, MP 13 
 
Post Communion Prayer   
Almighty God, you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: keep us outwardly in our 
bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the 
body and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Christ our Lord.   Amen 
 
Mediation 
Some people either give something up for Lent or alternatively take something on.  Chocolate, biscuits, 
or alcohol are all prime candidates for abstinence in Lent whilst things which help us on our spiritual 
journey can be things to take on, such as reading a book, spending a few minutes more each day in 
prayer.  Important as these acts are itôs equally important that these practices and how well weôre doing 
with them donôt become our focus in themselves.  Their real purpose is so that we can better discipline 
ourselves to listen to God and grow in obedience to whatever God is asking of us.  In Abramôs case 
what God was asking of Him seemed incredible.  To father a child at His age, and with Sarai too, a 
woman who was in the same span of life as Abram.  But God reminds Abram that He is God Almighty, 
El-Shaddai, and with God all things are possible.  Whether weôve given something up or taken 
something on as we journey through Lent and look to the cross of Easter we are graphically reminded 
too that all things are possible to God, even resurrection!  Whatever he asks of us, however big or 
small, He will provide the resources.  But as with Abram, and even His own Son Jesus, obedience, 
whatever form that may take, however hard that might be, seems to be a fundamental part of that 
provision. 
 
Commentary 
The Old Testament reading describes Godôs covenant with Abraham.  There are many covenants in the 
Old Testament each of which builds on and develops earlier covenant relationships.  Earlier in Genesis 
we read of the covenant between God and Noah, sealed with the sign of the rainbow.  The covenant with 
Noah is a universal covenant that included not just all of humankind but all of creation, the living things 
that God had made.  In this covenant God promises that there will be no more wholesale destruction of 
the earth and offers all the inhabitants of the world a future once again.  The covenant with Abraham is 
more focused and applies to the nations that will be descended from Abraham and Sarah.  Later the 
covenant becomes more focused at Sinai to include only Israel and ultimately it will be focused even 
further in Christ the Messiah who, in fulfilling the covenant, opens up Godôs Kingdom to all as He redeems 
the entire world through His death on the cross and subsequent resurrection. 
 
Paul picks up this theme in Romans as he underlines how Abrahamôs God has indeed kept His promises.  
Paulôs image of God is as the creator and the covenant keeper.  He alone can give life to the dead and 
calls everything into being, even if this seemed an impossible task to Abraham and Sarah!  He alone can 
revitalise the Jewish covenant membership which was failing because they could not keep the law.  
Through Jesus He calls those who were part of this covenant and those who were outside it (the Gentiles) 
into a new relationship with Him.  The promise to Abraham is fulfilled not because of anything that 
Abraham did, but because it was God Himself that made it.  Abraham is on a journey with God and the 
promise that he will have a son is the next step of that covenant journey.   
 
In Lent too, we are on a journey, sometimes one just with small steps, sometime one where we seem to 
be moving along our spiritual path more quickly and deeply than normal.  As he went on his journey 
Abraham discovered that God is a trustworthy God.  He may not have always understood what God was 
asking or where He was leading, but Abraham learnt to trust God in everything he did.  We too may not 



always understand the ways of God but He remains as 
trustworthy now as He was then.  Abraham was ópersuaded that 
God had the power to do what He had promisedô and that, in God, 
all things would be fulfilled.  As the Old Testament unfolded the 
Jews were to learn just how true that was.  
 
Chapter 8 of Markôs gospel picks up the theme of fulfilment.  Up to 
the middle of chapter 8 of Markôs gospel the emphasis seems to 
be on keeping the fact of Jesusô Messiahship a secret.  In the 
early chapters of Mark people were often left wondering, ówho is 
this that the winds and waves obey Himô and, ówhat is this new 
teaching, what by what authority does He do these things?ô. But in 
the verses just before our reading today Jesus asks the disciples 
who others think He is, and then asks the disciples themselves 
who they believe Him to be.  Peter blurts out that Jesus is the 
Messiah and the cat is out of the bag.  Jesus still warns then not 
to tell anyone but then to everyoneôs surprise óbegan to teach 
them that the Son of Man must suffer many thingséô.  He 
acknowledges that He is the Messiah but then completely 
redefines the Messiahôs role not as one of kingship and glory but 
as one of abject suffering and death.   How can this be part of 
Godôs plan the disciples must have thought?  How can the God 
who is trustworthy allow this to happen to the Messiah?  As with 
the covenant relationships of the Old Testament all would be 
revealed, but before then the disciples would go through days of 
dark doubt and uncertainty, days when God and His promises 
seemed far from being trustworthy.  They were to learn that 
following Christ would mean more than just a few minor 
adjustments to their daily lives, it would completely change their outlook on life and their way of living.  It 
was a call to share in the glory of the Messiah but also a call to share in His suffering, to take up their own 
crosses in following Him.   
 
Sometimes Christians are seen as being rather radical, holding polarised and extreme positions on matters 
of ethics and truth.  The early Christians were certainly seen as being a bit radical, known for their 
distinctive lifestyles and care and compassion for their communities and those who lived around them.  
Perhaps we are quite radical in the way we live our Christian lives.  But the question remains for many, are 
we radical enough?     Does our faith make radical changes to the way we live our lives, as it did to the 
disciples, or does it just mean we occasionally make a few minor adjustments and come to church on 
Sundays.  Do our lives truly reflect the presence and glory of God in them?  Lent offers us the time to 
reflect on our lives and our walk with God and perhaps, just how radical we are prepared to be as we step 
out with a God who is, and always will be trustworthy.  A God who keeps His promises to us, even if, like 
Abraham and the disciples, we find that takes some faith to believe at times.  Sam Cappleman 
 
Prayers for Sunday and the week ahead 
Guide us, O Lord waking, and guard us sleeping, that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we 
may rest in peace.  Amen 
 
As we remember how you suffered on the cross for our sake, give us compassion for all those who suffer 
today.  May we have the will and the wisdom to relieve their need and heal their pain.  Amen 
 
Spirit of integrity, you drive us into the desert to search out our truth.  Give us clarity to know what is right, 
and courage to reject what is merely strategic and pragmatic; that we may abandon the false innocence of 
failing to choose at all, but may follow the purposes of Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
The sacrifice of God is a broken and contrite spirit; a broken and contrite heart He will not despise.  Our sin 
is always before us: we acknowledge our transgression in penitence and faith.  Ps 51v 17 
 
God of Sarah and Abraham, long ago you embraced your people in covenant and promised them your 
blessing. Strengthen us in faith, that, with your disciples of every age, we may proclaim your deliverance in 
Jesus Christ to generations yet unborn.   Amen  Kate Huey 
 
May God the Father, who does not despise the broken spirit, give you a contrite heart; may Christ, who 
bore our sins in His body on the tree, heal you by His wounds; may the Holy Spirit, who leads us into all 
truth, speak to you words of pardon and peace.  Amen 

 
Abraham Holding a Soul in Heaven 
 Abbey of St. Pierre Moissac, France 



[Ŝƴǘ нлму 
Preparing for Easter in Worship, Prayer and Bible Study  

 

tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ нр aŀǊŎƘ  
фΦолŀƳ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

ммΦллŀƳ tǳǘƴƻŜ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  
 

Iƻƭȅ ²ŜŜƪ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ  
aƻƴŘŀȅ нс aŀǊŎƘ  
ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 
фΦллŀƳ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
тΦолǇƳ /ƻƳǇƭƛƴŜ 

 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ нт aŀǊŎƘ  
ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 
фΦллŀƳ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
тΦолǇƳ /ƻƳǇƭƛƴŜ 

 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ну aŀǊŎƘ  
ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 
фΦллŀƳ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
млΦллŀƳ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ 
тΦолǇƳ /ƻƳǇƭƛƴŜ 

 

aŀǳƴŘȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ нф aŀǊŎƘ  
ŀǘ tǳǘƴƻŜ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
с ΦолǇƳ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ  

 

DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ ол aŀǊŎƘ  
фΦолŀƳ {ǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ  
ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

ммΦллŀƳ {ǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ  
ŀǘ tǳǘƴƻŜ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

ό.ƻǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ Iƻǘ /Ǌƻǎǎ .ǳƴǎύ  
 

9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ  
сΦллŀƳ {ǳƴǊƛǎŜ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ 
όŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ōŀŎƻƴ Ǌƻƭƭǎύ 

фΦолŀƳ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ  
ммΦллŀƳ tǳǘƴƻŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ  

 
 
 
 
 

.ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ [Ŝƴǘ /ƻǳǊǎŜ  
9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ тΦолǇƳ ƛƴ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻũŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ тΦмрǇƳ  
ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŎƘŜŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŜ   

 

{ǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ tŀǳƭΩǎ [ŜǧŜǊǎ  
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ  

 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ м aŀǊŎƘ - ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛŀƴǎ 

! ²ƻǊǊȅƛƴƎ CǳǘǳǊŜ  
όǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ  
ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀǘ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƛǘύ 

 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ у aŀǊŎƘ - Dŀƭŀǝŀƴǎ 
!ƴ hǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ  
όǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǿŜǊŜ  
ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ DƻǎǇŜƭύ 

 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ мр aŀǊŎƘ - /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ 
! ¢ǊƻǳōƭƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿ 

όǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƘŀŘ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǳǇ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŜŬŎƛŜƴǘ 

/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴƛǘȅύ 

 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ нн aŀǊŎƘ - /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ 
! /ƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ  

όǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǎƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ōƻǘƘ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘύ 

 
 



 

Forthcoming  
Funerals 

 
The funeral of Peter Ernest 
Stokes will take place at 
Bedford Crematorium on Tuesday 
13 March at 3.15pm  
 
 

The funeral of Hazel Caine  
will take place at Putnoe Heights Church  

on Friday 9 March at 3.00pm  
 

All funerals at Bedford Crematorium 
can be found @  www.bedford.gov.uk/obituaries 

Rest In Peace 
 

On the Sunday following a funeral service 
we remember in church those who have died.  
We light a candle to symbolise the light of 
Christ which eternally shines and 

brings hope. If you would like a person 
remembered in our service when the candle is 
lit, perhaps on an anniversary or birthday,  
please inform the ministers, or telephone the 

church office. 
 

Maureen Rowan 

 
May the souls of all the faithful  

departed through the mercy of God,  
rest in peace  and rise in glory. Amen. 

Putnoe Heights Fairtrade stall The next stall will 
be on March 4.  Fairtrade Fortnight 2018 runs Feb 
26 - March 11 and this year's theme is 'Come on in 
to Fairtrade.' Future dates May 6 and July 1. 
 
Putnoe Heights   Enjoy a drink and a chat at 
Putnoe Heights Community Coffee Mornings.  
Wednesday Mornings 10am – 12noon.   February 
28, March 14 and 28. 
 
Over 6,500 meals provided in 2017. Throughout 
the whole of 2017 St Marks Church donated a total 
of 5388 kg of items which provided a total of 6570 
meals of which 2245 were for children. Please see 
the poster in the foyer so that all who contributed 
can see what has been achieved. Chris Hubbard    
 
Christ Church First Aid course on Saturday 12 
May 9.30-12.30pm The training will be delivered by 
Diocesan approved trainers |Chris and Sue of 
Anjesa Ltd who have provided training at Christ 
Church before.01234 327150  
vicarspa@ccbedford.org  

 
Rest In Peace Members of Putnoe Heights 
Church will remember a faithful member of our 
church Hazel Caine. She was always a regular 
Sunday worshipper before she became too poorly 
to come to church. We sadly learned this week that 
she had died. The details of her funeral service at 
Putnoe Heights are shown below.    
 
Bedford Town Band will be at Putnoe Heights 
Church on Friday 23 February at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£8 (£5 concessions available on the door or from  
administrator@bedfordtownband.org.uk 
 
Kempston Musical Society   Passiontide 
Concert  Saturday 17 March 7.00 pm. Putnoe 
Heights Church   Admission £6.00  Proceeds to 
Church Funds and ñAll We Canò (Methodist R&D). 

The Lent Soup Lunch at Putnoe Heights on 
Sunday enabled us to send £277 to Christian Aid. 

The bring and buy stall for church funds raised £81 
which may increase during the week. Thank you to 
all who supported the event. The next Putnoe 
fundraising activity will be the Kempston Musical 
Society Concert for Passiontide on 17 March.  

St Mark’s Craft Stall  Easter Novelties are on 
sale from today. Everything £1 each. All profits to 
St. Markôs. 

The Real Easter Egg - Local stockists of the full 
range of Real Easter Eggs this year include The 
Word Christian Bookshop on Castle Road (open 
Mon-Sat 9:30-17:00) The following supermarkets 
may also have the milk chocolate egg only on sale - 
Waitrose, Tesco, Morrisons and Asda. See the 
poster up at Putnoe Heights for more information. 

Maundy Thursday Holy Communion at Putnoe 
Heights After some confusion we would like to 
say categorically that Maundy Thursday Service will 
be at 6.30pm 

Annual General Meeting Following PCC last 
week please note the AGM for St Markôs will be held 
on Sunday 15 April 2018 after the church service.  

One of the worlds 
greatest 
evangelists 
Billy Graham  
died this week at the 
age of 99. He used 
this prayer in 1983 in 
Sacramento  

Our Father and our God, we pray that in this period 
of crisis in our world that the Holy Spirit will use it to 
remind us of our need of Thee and our relationship 
with Thee and we pray that tonight if our 
relationship is not right that weôll make it right 
through Jesus Christ our Lord who came to die on 
the cross because He loved us. For we ask it in His 
Name. Amen. 


