
Partnership News 
 

Putnoe Heights & St Mark’s Church  

23 November 2014 
Christ the King 

Sunday Services 
8.30am Holy Communion every Sunday 
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday at Putnoe Heights  
2nd and 4th Sunday at St. Markôs Church 

 
23 November– Christ the King 

9.30am St Marks  -  Morning Worship 
Preacher -  Mr John Sackett  
Leadership - Mrs. Jean Bank 
Intercessions -  Mr. Mike Elliott 
Organist  -  Mr. Clive Simmonds 
11.00 am  Putnoe –  Morning Worship  
Preacher  -   Mr John Sackett 
Leadership -  Mr Martin Fannon 
Intercessions - Mrs. Sue Allen 
Organist –  Mr. Clive Simmonds 
 

30 November - First of Advent 
9.30am St Marks  -  Holy Communion with PCH 
Preacher -  Rev. Anne Brown Chair of District  
Leadership - Mrs. Margaret Appleton 
Intercessions -  Mr. Ian Farthing 
Organist  -  Mr. Clive Simmonds 
11.00 am  Putnoe –  Holy Communion with PCH 
Preacher  -   Rev. Anne Brown  Chair of District  
Leadership -  Mrs. Sue Allen 
Intercessions - Ministers 
Organist –  Mr. Clive Simmonds 
 
Readings 1. Isaiah 64: 1-9   2.  1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 
3. Mark 13: 24-37 
 
Midweek Holy Communion at St. Markôs Chapel every 
Wednesday at 10am and at Sir William Harpur  House on 
first Monday of every month at 10.00am. 

The Reverend Dr. Sam Cappleman 
107 Dover Crescent, Bedford MK41 8QR 
Tel: 266952  nsm@thisischurch.com 

 

Deacon Jane Mills  
 c/o Putnoe Heights Church Centre 
Tel. 348091 Mobile 07807 146535 

 jane@thisischurch.com 
 

The Reverend Canon Charles Royden         
The Vicarage, Calder Rise. MK41 7UY  

309175  Mobile 07973 113861   vicar@thisischurch.com 
 

Partnership News is sent out by email every Saturday 
in a colour edition. If you would like to receive a copy 
please send an email entitled óPartnership Newsô to 
vicar@thisischurch.com.  Please note that any items 
submitted for inclusion in Partnership News will 
automatically be posted on our website and may appear in 
other local media sources.  
 

Partnership News is also archived on our church  
website www.ThisisChurch.com  

 
Music Copyright CCL1501 

 
Partnership Pastoral Support Team Co-Ordinators 
Mrs Wendy Waters 342613 office@Thisischurch.com 

       Please inform us if you know of anyone who is ill, bereaved, 
housebound, requires a visit, home communion or counselling services.  
Please also ask us if you would like a home visit for any reason.   

 
Churchyards Administrator  
Mrs Avril Williams 01234 342613 

 
Putnoe Heights Church Centre   

Open   Monday  to Thursday 9am –5.30pm,  Friday 9-1pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 365630   putnoe@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager Geoff Gypps 365630 
Leadership Team  Mrs Jenny Snelson 344417 
Treasurer Mr John Hitt  404186 treasurerph@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator Mr Lawrence Wyatt  350188 
Youth Team Leader Carolyn Morris  youth@thisischurch.com 
 

St. Mark’s Church Centre  
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5.00pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 342613   office@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager Miss Wendy Rider 342613   
Leadership Team -  Mrs Jean Bank 355698 
Treasurer - Mr Ian Farthing 210892 
treasurer@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator  Mr Jim Williams 360605  

Thank You 

The flowers at  St. Markôs Church this week are  
in memory of Alice Hettie Chappel, donated by her 
children, grandchildren & great grandchildren. 

The flowers at Putnoe Heights Church this week 
have been given by Mike Wisdich in loving memory 
of her mother, and by Barbara Keighley and family 
in loving memory of Brian on his 86th birthday. 

We are grateful when people make donations towards 

flowers perhaps to celebrate a special occasion such as 

an anniversary or in memory of a loved one. Please con-

tact Miss Marion Prior 303254 (St Markôs) or Ann Hitt 

404186 (Putnoe Heights) or add your name to the rota in 

the foyers.  

Prayer  for Sunday  
 

Before ever you made us, O Lord, you loved us. 

Your love has never slackened nor ever shall. In 

love all your works have begun, by love you sustain 

them and in your love our life is everlasting. So let 

the beginning and ending of all our loving be to see 

our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

Julian of Norwich (c. 1343-c. 1417) 

 



 

Regular Weekly Activities  - A Guide To Our Churches 

Monday 
Hazeldene Heights Pre-school. Sessional and Full Day 
care available—open Mon.—Fri. Full Day Care 8.30am to 
5pm Sessional times 9am—12noon and 12.45pm - 
3.45pm 
For more info please contact Laura Leggett 01234 326685 
or www.hazeldeneheights.com  
8.30-12.30pm St Mark’s Pre-School Nursery 
Headteacher Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
8.30-5.30pm  Pre-school  Mon-Fri St Markôs  
9.00-3.45pm Top Marks Mon-Fri St Markôs  
Headteacher Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
(See website for more details)  
9.45am - Body Control Pilates –Putnoe Heights 
Stephanie Smith 357787 or 07973174430 
10.00am Bakers Barn Art Group. St Markôs Mrs M. Berry 

211955 
10.30am U3A Play reading  Putnoe Heights  Contact 
Janet King 313946 
11am-12noon Pilates St. Markôs.  Liz Mason 
07816522200 (starts 8 Sept.) 
1.30pm Chat & Make. Term time for babies and 
toddlers 0-5. Crafts, toys, songs, story and refreshments 
£1. More details contact St Markôs Church Office on 01234 
342613 or Janine  01234 297481 Restarts 8 September 
12.00 noon Storybox Putnoe Heights We welcome the 
under 5ôs and their carers to join them between 12noon 
and 1pm for a sandwich lunch followed by a Bible based 
story and singing. Contact Carolyn Morris 
youth@thisischurch.com 365630 
2pm U3A Music Appreciation Putnoe Heights Contact 
Janet King 313946 
2.00pm U3A Italian Putnoe Heights– fortnightly 
4.15pm Kumon Maths Putnoe Heights. Mrs Raksha 
Mistry 01908 392698 
5.30 - 8.30 NHS Eat Smart Think Active at Putnoe 
Heights. For more details contact Emily Taverner 01234 
792013 
6.00pm Brownies St Markôs. Mrs C Mathew 826190 
6.15 pm Brownies Putnoe. Sharon Tanner  
01767699399 or 07720713738. 
6.15 Pilates at Putnoe Heights Jane Butcher 300859  
6.15pm-8.15pm Fit for Life Yoga  - Putnoe Heights 
Contact Jane Butcher 07891879571 
6.30pm-8pm Cubs at Putnoe  Ages 8 –10.5  
Email:phxg.enquiries@gmail.com Tel Tom 07974566509  
 6.30pm Boot Camp  Putnoe Heights – Laura Amor 
341152 / 07976259081 
7.00pm Sugarcraft Guild St Markôs  (1st week in month)  
Pat Nicholson  353518 
7.00pm Cancer Care Society. St Markôs. (1st week in 
month)  Mr J Dewhurst  01908 377020. 
7.00-8.00pm Laughter  Club  at St. Markôs 2nd week each 
month) Cheryl Green 07729187399 
7.15pm Guides. St Markôs. Mrs Gill Lake 218091 
7.30pm Whist Drive.  St Markôs ( Weeks 3 & 5 in the 
month).. Next meeting–  15 December  Judith Stanton. 
823313 
7.30pm No Fear Bridge Club St. Markôs Mrs. Susan Ford 
300218. 
7.30pm House group  30 The Ridgeway. The home of  
Eddy & Margaret Peck  267567 
7.45-9.15 Get Fit Keep Fit at Putnoe Heights Diane 
Field 01234 404976 

Tuesday 
9 –1pm Bedford Stop Smoking at Putnoe Heights. For 
more details please contact Olivia Tornyie 01234 276826 
9.30am  Candlewicking (Needlework). Putnoe Heights. 

Pat McCart 365507 
9.30am -12.30 & 4-9pm Slimming World  St. Markôs. 
Lorrie Pearson 01234 340473 
11.15am U3A Keep Fit Putnoe Heights  Contact Janet 
King 313946 
1.15pm U3A Cinema Group. St Markôs  Contact Janet 
King 313946 
1.30pm U3A Choir. St Markôs Contact Janet King 313946 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 1 St Markôs (3rd Week in 
month)  Contact Janet King 313946 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 2  St Markôs (2nd Week in 
month) Contact Janet King 313946 
2.00pm Library Walk W.I.  Putnoe Heights, meets 
monthly. Morag Tomkins 356895 
2pm U3A Photography Group 3 St. Markôs (1st Week in 
month) Contact Janet King 313946 
2.30pm Mother Teresa Support Group. St Markôs (1st & 
3rd week in month). Wool and knitting needles provided. 
Mrs Maureen Watling 262225  
2.15pm Tuesday Afternoon Housegroup. St Markôs 
(2nd & 4th week in month)  Mary Stubbs 406784.  
4.00pm-6.15pm Stars School of Dance at Putnoe 
Heights. Esther Richardson 295862 or 07917582468 
7.15-8.15pm Pilates St Markôs Church Jane Butcher  
07891879571   
7pm - 8.30pm Daisy Birthing Putnoe Heights  Susie 
07980447390 
7.30pm Ladies Tuesday Club at Putnoe Heights (Meets 
fortnightl Next meeting  Christmas Crafts 25 November. 
Details Janet King 313946  
8.00pm Hearts in Beds Committee St Markôs ( week 4 in 
month) Mrs N Aspey 309816 

 Wednesday 
9.30am Body Control Pilates. Putnoe Heights. 
Stephanie Smith 357787 or 07973174430. 
10am-2pm Open House at St Markôs  for those with 
learning disabilities., their friends, family , carers and 
supporters 342613.  
10am U3A Gardening Group 3 St Marks. Contact Janet 
King 313946 
10.00am Holy Communion. St. Markôs Chapel.  A half 
hour service followed by coffee. All welcome. 
10am U3A Card Making, St Marks  Contact Janet King 
313946 
10am U3A Diet and Nutrition- Putnoe Contact Janet 
King 313946 
11.15am U3A Keep Fit at Putnoe Heights 
12.30pm –4pm St Mark’s Nursery 
Headteacher Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
12.30pm Luncheon Club. Putnoe fortnightly.  Next  
meeting 19 November    Putnoe Heights Office 365630  
1.15pm Bridge Club for the Retired. St. Markôs.  
Mr Barnes 261811 
2.00-4.00pm U3A Craft at St Marks.Contact Janet King 
313946 
2pm U3A Gilbert and Sullivan Putnoe Heights Contact 
Janet King 313946 
2.15pm - Fifty plus Keep Fit. Putnoe Heights  
Mrs Webster 856966 
3.45.- 5.30pm Messy Church. St Mark's (3rd Week in 
month). for children of lower school age and their carers. 
Bible-based story, crafts, singing and a meal. Next  
meeting 19 November 
2014 Wendy Waters 401834 Jean Bank 355698 
4.15pm  Kumon Maths. Putnoe Heights Mrs Raksha 
Mistry 01908 392698 
5.00–6.00pm Rainbows at Putnoe Heights Mrs Gill 
Lake 218091 



6.00pmBrownies. St Markôs. Mrs C  Warden 219731 
6.15pm Yoga and Relaxation Putnoe Heights  Racheall 
Monton 01234 297138 or 07910835994 
6-7pm ATSK Karate at Putnoe Height Kevin Stark Tel. 
01234 353865 
7.00pm-9.00pm Scouts at Putnoe ages 10.5-14; 
Email:phxg.enquiries@gmail.com Tel Tom 07974566509  
7.00pm Bunyan Bridge. St. Markôs Colin Jackson 363398 

or Brian Sallows 407725. 
7.00pm Archaeological & Local History Society Putnoe  
Heights monthly. Sylvia Woods 365095 
7.00pm Putnoe Guild Putnoe 3rd Wednesday in every 
month except August Mrs Jo Street  344600 
7.00pm Line Dancing Putnoe Mike Del-Boyer 348378 
8.00pm Badminton Club Putnoe Heights All welcome. 
Ken Marriott 214867  
8.00pm Tudor Reeds Folk Dance Club  at St Markôs  
(1st,3rd & 5th Wednesday in month). Next meeting  will be  
3 December  Everyone  welcome. All dances called, only 
£1 including refreshments. Rosemary 405594  or Graham 
406359 for more details. 
8.00pm Bedford Wine and Social Club St Markôs ( Week  
1 in the month) Greta Cansfield 215016 

Thursday 
8.30am—12.30pm St. Mark’s Pre School Nursery 
Headteacher Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
9.30am Thursday Prayer Group. Putnoe Heights.   
Valerie Capon 356306. Request for prayer can be written 
in the prayer diary on the information table.  
9.15am Spanish for beginners Plus.at Putnoe Heights 
10.30pm Spanish Holiday Survival at Putnoe Heights. 
Elena 01234 266968 
9.45am Chat and Play  St.Markôs. A term time group for  
Mums & toddlers.0-5 Contact St Markôs Church Office 
01234 342613 or  Janine 01234 297481 Restarts  
September 11 
12pm  Storybox . St Markôs welcome the under 5ôs and 
their carers to join them between 12 noon and 1pm for a 
sandwich lunch followed by a Bible based story and 
singing. Lots of fun. Contact Jaana Swaby  342613 
Restarts  4 September 
1.30 - 3.00pm NHS Baby Clinic at St Markôs ( Weeks  1 
& 3 in the month)Contact  897401 
1pm-2.30pm Drop in (small hall) Next Steps 9-24months 
Putnoe Childrenôs Centre.Please call Trudy Hamilton 
(centre assistant) for more information 340552. 2pm -
Friendly Chicago Bridge at Putnoe Heights  £2 per 
session inc. refreshments. New members  welcome. 
Contact Pat  01234 294220. 
2pm U3A  Current Affairs  - Putnoe Heights Contact 
Janet King 313946 
2-4pm U3A Indoor Games. St.Markôs Contact Janet King 
313946 
2.30 - 4.30pm Bedford Art Society  St Markôs Jean 
Paterson 307210 
3.15-5.15pm Social Care Solutions Drama Group Claire 
Creek 262650 
5.45pm Weightwatchers. St. Markôs. Clare Martin   
07805408811. 
6.15pm Brownies. Putnoe Heights Lou Brenna. 
07919402797. 
7.00pm Club 2000 Putnoe Nina Ovenden 825059 
7pm U3A Folk & Poetry St Marks (2nd and 4th week in 
month)Contact Janet King 313946 
7.15pm Putnoe Art Group Bob Wardale 406094 
7.00pm  Bedford Embroiderers’ Guild St Markôs  
(3rd week in month). Carol Plant 01832710504 
 Bedford Folk Dancers (formerly Barn dancers) 
Meet weekly at Putnoe Heights Different guest callers 
each week.Except August.  All welcome, cost £2.50 

Including refreshments. More details Ron 825574 or 
Shirley 01767 651767 
8.00pm Bedford Writers Circle. St Markôs (1st week in 
month). John Broadhouse 01525 404014 
7.30pm Magpies Women’s Group St Markôs (2nd & 4th 
week in month) Mrs  Marie Cotchin 402089 
8.00pm Brickhill Ladies Group St Markôs (1st and 3rd 
week in month) Susan Perugi 300219 

Friday 
8.30am—12.30pm St. Mark’s Nursery 
Headteacher Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
8.30am Diabetic Centre St Markôs (1st week in month) 
Deborah Hennessey 792013 
9am -1pm Machine Knitting group at Putnoe Heights, 
fortnightly . Contact Marion Sutton 217647 (9.30 am—
3.30pm from January.) 
10am -12.00 U3A Photography St Marks.(4th week in 
month) Contact Janet King 313946 
10am - 12 & 1.15 - 3.15pm U3A Beginners French St. 
Marks  Contact Janet King 313946 
2.00-4.00 pm U3A Whist St Marks. (2nd week in month) 
Contact Janet King 313946 
2pm U3A Gardening - Putnoe Heights Contact Janet King 
313946 
4.50pm-8.15pm Stars School of Dance Esther 
Richardson 295862 or 07917582468 
6.30pm-8.00pm Beavers at Putnoe Ages 6-8 Email: 
phxg.enquiries@gmail.com Tel Tom 07974566509 
7.00pm-9.00pm Meditation  St Markôs.Cheryl Green 
07729187399 
7.45 - 10.45pm Bedford Astrology Club. St Marks(2nd 
week in month )Carol Brown 01438 233385 

Saturday 
9.00am Faith Temple Ministries St Markôs (1st week in 
month) Dawn Kelly 07863762593 
10.00am Theatretrain St Markôs. Dancing acting, singing. 
Kate Howard 01234 782414 
Young Embroiderers bi monthly Putnoe Heights Terry 
Fletcher 357198 
2.15pm Society of Recorder Players at Putnoe Heights. 
G Parry 01462 674792 

Sunday 
9.30 - 10.30  Church and Sunday School at  St Markôs 
with crèche for under 3’s  
10 - 5.30pm Bedford Stamp Fayre. 1st Sunday Feb/Apr/
Jun/Aug /Oct/Dec. Contact P Harris 01623 621143 
11.00 - 12.00 Church and Junior at Putnoe Heights  for 
the under 9's and Young Peoples Fellowship (Y.P.F) for 
our young adults. A crèche is also available.  
2– 4.30pm Indoor Bowls at St. Markôs 2nd  &  
4th Sunday. Ray Seymour 305695 or church office. 

St Mark’s Church Council –  
St Mark’s Leadership Team  -   26 January  
Annual Congregational Meetings— 26 April 2014 
Putnoe Heights Leadership Team -   
Putnoe Heights Management Meeting - 
Putnoe Church Council  -   20 February  
Pastoral Group Meeting  -  
Churchyard Committee -   
Commemoration Service -   
Circuit meeting –  
Deanery meeting -   
Woodland Burial Trustees–  
Putnoe Heights Children  & Youth Meeting - Monday 
19 January 2015 

Please advise St Markôs Church Office  
of the dates of your meetings. 

Diary Dates  



Christ the King 
 

Sentence of Scripture - Proverbs 19:17 

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord,  
and will be repaid in full 

 
Collect Prayer for the Day   
Before we read we pray 
Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people, that they 
bringing forth the fruit of good works, may by you be richly 
rewarded: through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 
Amen  Common Worship 
 
First Bible Reading Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24 
" 'For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself 
will search for my sheep and look after them. As a 
shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is 
with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue 
them from all the places where they were scattered 
on a day of clouds and darkness. I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the 
countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in 
the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I will tend them in a good pasture, and the 
mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, 
and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will tend my sheep 
and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. I will search for the lost and bring back the 
strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will 
destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice. " 'Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to 
them: See, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you shove with 
flank and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven them away, I 
will save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. I will judge between one sheep and 
another. I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend 
them and be their shepherd. I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David will be prince 
among them. I the LORD have spoken.    
(This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God) 
 
Second Bible Reading -  .Ephesians 1: 15-23 
For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the 
saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 
revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That 
power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but 
also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head 
over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every 
way.   
(This is the word of the Lord-- Thanks be to God) 
 
Gospel Reading - Matthew 25:31-48 
 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in 
heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right 
and the goats on his left. "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 



you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' "Then the righteous will answer 
him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to 
drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' "The King will reply, 'I tell you the 
truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' "Then he 
will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and 
you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' "They also will 
answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or 
in prison, and did not help you?'  "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for 
one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, 
but the righteous to eternal life."     
(This is the word of the Lord-- Thanks be to God) 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
God the Father, help us to hear the call of Christ the king and to follow in his service, whose 
kingdom has no end; for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, one glory.   
 
Hymns   (Please distribute Hymns Sheets and Morning Worship)  
1. Crown him with many crowns 
2. When I needed a neighbour were you there, were you there? 
3. Rejoice, the Lord is King 
4. For the healing of the nations 
5. Sing we the King who is coming to reign 
 
Commentary 
In the passage this morning we hear the last teaching which Matthew records from Jesus, so we should 
expect it to be important. It is about the judgement of all people. We should perhaps begin by recognising 
the plight of the poor old goat. The sheep get all the praise and it seems as though Jesus is always 
getting at goats. Of course, goats are not worse animals than sheep. Shepherds separated sheep from 
the goats because sheep tolerate cold better than goats, so shepherds put goats in a protected spot while 
the sheep continued to forage. The readers of the book of Matthew would be familiar with the image, they 
would have seen Shepherds separate sheep and goats. Using this language was also helpful at the time 
because the word sheep was often used as a metaphor for the people of God. Likewise the Messiah was 
often spoken of a shepherd.  
This metaphorical and figurative language has throughout Christian history been taken very literally. The 
image is portrayed of Jesus sitting on a cloud at some point at the end of human history. The whole of 
humanity is lined up with Jesus sorting out two groups, one side going through the pearly gates to eternal 
bliss, the other miserable offenders are sent off to eternal damnation, in the same way that Jews were 
despatched to the torture and human ovens of the concentration camps. 
  
What is the point that Jesus is making? Matthew appears to be concluding the teaching of Jesus in His 
gospel, by recording these words which show that Jesus was serious about expecting lives to be 
changed by the teaching. It wasnôt just for fun, God notices what goes on. God thinks that the lives we 
lead here on earth are of consequence, and so our behaviour has serious consequences. The way in 
which we treat others has importance to God, he takes note and there is judgement.  
  
Jesus is using a picture which was familiar to his hearers to illustrate the fact that good and bad 
behaviour is different and is judged. Jews grew up familiar with the image of the Messiah as somebody 
who would come and judge humanity and separate them as a shepherd separated the sheep from the 
goats. Of course they expected that the sheep would be the Jews of Israel, and the goats would be 
everybody else. Jesus tells his hearers that they are in for a surprise. There is going to be judgement, but 
the criteria for good and bad has changed! From now on the basis for being in Godôs good books was to 
be based on the teachings of Jesus and obedience to them. If people wanted to be a part of the Kingdom 
of God then there was a sure fire way of ensuring success, treat your neighbour they way that you would 
wish to be treated.  
  
Jesus mentions six deeds of mercy. They are not meant to be comprehensive, rather they show that 
Jesus is concerned by specific material acts of kindness towards the needy. This might sound like the 
teaching of a British monk, Pelagius, who ended up being branded a heretic. However it is the authentic 
teaching of Jesus who does not demand supernatural or spiritual exercises, just simple unobtrusive 



charity. Spiritual talent can easily be counterfeit, charity might appear more mundane, but it is much more 
easily recognised and accordingly is a better test of faith. We are faced by many opportunities to help the 
needy. These acts of kindness can be provided by anybody, we need not have wealth to offer ourselves. 
To visit, to care, such things all are within reach of everybody.  
  
In the story Jesus tells that those who are rewarded are surprised, because they had no idea that their acts 
of kindness were noticed by God. They were motivated only by mercy, not by greed for reward. It has been 
suggested that Jesus only wanted us to be kind to other Christians, but Jesus was never selective in his 
care for others and he even encouraged Christians to care for their enemies. Some folks become quite 
animated at the thought that people appear to be earning salvation through simple acts of kindness and 
charity, but to do so is to miss the point of the teaching of Jesus. 
  
Jesus is not speaking about a literal point of judgement in the future history of the world. Rather Jesus is 
stressing the need for us to take seriously his teaching on the importance of right behaviour now. In so 
much as people show kindness and mercy, they demonstrate the presence of God within them and live by 
the standards of the kingdom. Through their behaviour they make themselves citizens of that kingdom of 
Jesus today, they are one of Christôs sheep.  
  
The faithful will see everyone as a brother or sister and will respond to the need to care for all God's 
children. By their deeds they will walk in the way of Jesus, will be in relationship with him, a part of his 
family. The un-faithful will only look after themselves and will find Christ to be far from them. It is self 
determining. If we embrace the teaching of Jesus as our King then we become part of his kingdom now, 
not at some judgement at the end of time. So we find the kingdom to give meaning in our lives and we 
know not only the joy of considering the needs of others, but the delight of serving the King.  
  
So for us, we know that we are called to the service of others, we are also called to work to change 
oppressive systems and human structures that fail to serve the needy and work against relieving troubled 
lives and broken sprits. God's calls us to take the resources he has given us and use them for the good of 
all, and to be considerate of the plight of the weak and powerless.  
On Christ the King Sunday we must decide to show that Jesus Christ is our King and we must do so by 
having the courage and commitment to become more and more a part of the reign of God. 
 
óvirtue is not far from us, nor is it without ourselves, but it is within us,  
and is easy if only we are willingô (Anthony the Great).                                                Charles Royden 
 
Meditation 
Today is the last Sunday of the church year, next week the year begins with the first Sunday in Advent, 
four Sundays before Christmas. Our collect today reminds us that it is óStir Up Sundayô a Sunday 
synonymous with Christmas puddings. The great cry 'stir up' was a reminder to congregations to get the 
Christmas pudding made in plenty of time to mature before Christmas. However, the Stir Up prayer is 
actually asking God for something much more important. We are praying that God will stir up our wills, so 
that we might get on with doing the good works that he has planned for us to do.  
With the beginning of Advent, we begin again the cycle of the birth of Jesus, his ministry, his death, 
Passion and resurrection. The ending of a year is a good time to assess where we have been, what has 
been achieved, and perhaps most importantly, where we are going with our journey of faith.  
If, when we look at our spiritual lives, we feel that we have made no real progress, perhaps it is time to 
embark on more regular Bible study. Perhaps joining a house group would give you the support you need 
for growth? Perhaps you would like to put your faith into some kind of action, helping missionary work or 
community projects. You could join the Advent Challenge on the back of Partnership News? New 
beginnings are always exciting, offering us the challenge of new spiritual adventures and development. 
Prayer   Lord of the past and the future: we thank you for the last Church Year. We thank you for 
the fellowship and joy of our worship together as a community. We pray for the coming year, that we may 
benefit from the teaching and wisdom of the church and grow in faith and knowledge of You, Amen. 
 
Prayers for Sunday and the Week Ahead 
We pray for the Church throughout the world, that she may be a voice for those who lack even the basic 
necessities of life, tirelessly serving them and calling for change. We pray for the worldôs leaders, that they 
may not hide behind their power or abuse it, but work for the good of all humanity, particularly the poor 
throughout the world. We pray for our local community, that we may show our love through our respect for 
each other and for our environment, gladly sharing what we have with those in need.  
 
In an act of will, O God, I place myself in your presence. In an act of faith I open myself to your light. In an 
act of silence, O Lord, I rest in your glory. In an act of love, O Lord, I put myself in your hands. Dorothy 
Kerin, 1889-1963  



Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB).  Everyone is 
invited to a Circuit Advent Service on Sunday 7 
December at 4pm at Priory Methodist Church.  
Refreshments will be available after the service. 
 
Offering Envelopes Replacement sets of weekly 
offering envelopes are available after the service this 
morning. If you do not currently use the envelope 
scheme or would like to find out more about regular 
giving to the Church please contact Jim Williams tel. 
01234 360605. 
 
Are You Willing - November is Will Writing Month 
and we are encouraging everybody to make a will.  
Your church is important to you, so please consider 
leaving a legacy, however large or small. It can make 
a huge difference to the church and ensure that we 
are able to continue to provide Christian ministry in 
the years to come. To maintain the ministry of our 
churches we are dependant on generosity.  .  
 
Bowls at St Mark’s  The next session will be on 23 
November.  Please note that from December 
sessions will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
each month.   Ray Seymour 
 
Clear out your wardrobe   St Markôs have installed 
a textile clothing bank in the car park and we want 
your old clothes, curtains, sheets, soft toys, belts, 
handbags and shoes. Every kilo which you give us 
will help raise money for church funds.  
 
Lost Cat Black with white bib and tum. Missing from 
Brickhill area since  November 14 Please check 
garages/sheds etc. call 07734 536213 with any 
information Thank you 
. 
Footprints 'Tea and Cake' Walk Sunday 30th 
NovemberThe final walk of the year will start at 
Putnoe Heights Church at 2.00pm following 
footpaths, cycleways and green spaces to 'Four 
Seasons Cafe' in Mowsbury Park and return. Friends, 
non walkers, past walkers and Footprints 
Weekenders are invited to join us at the cafe for tea 
and cake from 2.30pm. 
 
Putnoe Provender Sunday 7 December  Sales of 
the ever  popular Christmas puddings, cakes, mince 
pies, jam, marmalade, chutney and much more in the 
welcome area after Morning Service. Proceeds in aid 
of the Autumn Mission Project for Emmaus. All 
contributions gratefully received. John  & Sally 
Gunning Tel 305925. 
 
Celebrate 100 Beer  We are down to our last ten 
cases of Celebrate 100 beer. Please help us ensure 
we sell all our stock which is now at rock bottom 
prices! See Sam and we will arrange delivery  

 
Mission Update  In the past week or 
so weôve seen a significant increase in 
the total donated towards our Autumn 
Mission project which has now grown 
to over £3000 between the two 

churches.  Thank you so much for your generosity.  
As we know this will make a real contribution to the 
work of Emmaus.  Several people have asked if they 
can still make donations and the answer is absolutely 
óYesô!  If you have not yet been able to pick up an 
envelope with details of how to support the project, 
these are available from the Ministers or from either 
church office. 
 
Samaritan's Purse Shoe Boxes  Thank you very 
much to all who contributed, in any way, to the 56 
Shoe Boxes we are donating to this year's Operation 
Christmas Child. At our October Messy Church we 
watched a video of delighted children receiving and 
opening their boxes, it was most humbling to see 
what happiness these gifts bring to children around 
the world. Wendy Waters 
 
Christmas Concert by Kempston Musical Society 
with Castle Lower School Choir. Putnoe Heights 
Church. Saturday 13th December 7.30pm. Admission 
£7.50 (children £3.00) to include seasonal 
refreshments. (donations of mince pies welcome). 
Proceeds shared between Putnoe Heights Church 
and Emmaus Village, Carlton. Admission 
programmes are  on sale at both Church offices 
 
Christmas Tree  If anyone, especially children, 
would like to help dress the Christmas tree at St 
Markôs on Friday 28 November at 4pm, it would be 
lovely to see as many of you as possible. 
 
Rest in Peace. We were saddened this week to 
hear news of the death of Colleen Heather Littlewood. 
Colleen was a long standing and founding member of 
St Markôs Church and once held the position of 
keyholder responsible for the hire of the church hall. 
Her funeral will take place at St Marks Church Chapel 
at 1:45pm on Tuesday 9 December 2014 followed by 
the cremation at Bedford Crematorium at 2:30pm.  
 
Church Christmas cards with invitations to our 
services are now available for delivery. Please take 
and distribute as you are able.   
 
Samaritan's Purse Shoe Boxes  
Thank you very much to all who contributed, in any 
way, to the 56 Shoe Boxes we are donating to this 
year's Operation Christmas Child. At our October 
Messy Church we watched a video of delighted 
children receiving and opening their boxes, it was 
most humbling to see what happiness these gifts 
bring to children around the world. Wendy Waters 
 
Christmas Craft Fayre Thank you to everybody 
who came along and supported the Christmas Craft 
Fayre. Huge thanks also to Avril and the team for 
another remarkable occasion and which was very 
fitting for the 20th celebration. An amazing £3,089  
was raised on the day so it was another day well 
worth the hard work of everybody involved. 
  



 
St Mark’s Church Garden of Remembrance 
Our considerable thanks to Phil Ovenden of 
Buildline who have been working over the past week  
on the Garden of Remembrance to build new steps 
and install these magnificent new burial vaults.  

Rest In Peace 
 

On the Sunday following a funeral service we 
remember in church  those who have died.  We light 
a candle to symbolise the light of Christ which 
eternally shines and brings hope. If you would like a 
person remembered in our service when the candle 
is lit, perhaps on an anniversary or birthday,  please 
inform the ministers, or telephone the church office 

 
   May the souls of all the faithful  

           departed  through the mercy of God,  
                rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen.ô 

 
Forthcoming Funerals 

 
The funeral of Colleen Heather 
Littlewood will take place at St 
Marks Church Chapel at 1:45pm 
on Tuesday 9 December  
 
The funeral of Roy John 
Stevens will take place at 
Bedford Crematorium on 
Tuesday 2 December at 11.30am 
 

Please always shop through 
www.thisischurch.com 

Christmas Shopping Starts Soon  
 
Once we get into November we start thinking about 
presents and this year more than ever they will be 
bought online. So please can you make a point of 
always going to Amazon through the link on 
www.ThisisChurch.com. If you look at an item 
through Amazon direct they put a cookie on your 
machine and we  donôt get any commission! Please 
make it a habit to always go through the church 
website. This costs you nothing and we get a bit of 
commission. For some reason very people have 
registered for www.easygiving.com. This works 
exactly the same when you shop with John Lewis, 
M&S and a whole host of other shops. This has an 
added benefit that you will also get some special 
offers - you canôt lose !   

If you do not have access to a computer, text or phone then donôt worry !   
You can still take part in the Advent challenge. Just ask us and we will  

print out the special Advent sheets for you 

Take time this Advent to pause 

 

Connections for Life is a daily opportunity to think 

prayerfully about your relationship with the world, 

with other people and with God - and to allow that 

reflection to shape your life and actions. 

Pray and act. 

Receive a brief email: a bible verse, a short reflec-

tion, an image and a challenge for each day.  More 

simply get texts to your phone, or fol-

low @live_challenge.  The bible verses begin in 

Genesis and lead through to the birth of Je-

sus.  Weekly themes are Living, Loving, Seeing and 

Meeting.     Begins 30 November 2014 Sing up at www.livethechallenge.co.uk 

https://twitter.com/live_challenge

