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Putnoe Heights & St Mark’s Church   
21 May 2017 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Thank You 
 

The flowers at  St. Mark’s Church this 
week have  been given by Marion to  
celebrate her eightieth  birthday.. 
 
we are  always pleased when people make 
donations towards flowers perhaps to celebrate a special 
occasion such as an anniversary or in memory of a loved 
one. Please contact  Miss Marion Prior 303254 (St. 
Markôs) or Ann Hitt 404186 (Putnoe Heights) or add your 
name to the rota in the  Foyers. 

The Reverend Dr. Sam Cappleman 
Assistant Rural Dean of Bedford  

107 Dover Crescent, Bedford MK41 
Tel: 266952  nsm@thisischurch.com 

 

The Reverend Wendy Evans-Wood 
 c/o  Putnoe Heights Church Centre 

Tel: 346317   wendyevanswood@yahoo.co.uk  
 

The Reverend Canon Charles Royden         
The Vicarage, Calder Rise. MK41 7UY  

309175  Mobile 07973 113861   vicar@thisischurch.com 
 

Reader:  Mrs Wendy Waters  
Pastoral Support Team Co-Ordinator 

342613  office@Thisischurch.com 
        
Please inform us if you know of anyone who is ill, bereaved, housebound, 
requires a visit, home communion or counselling services.  Please also ask 
us if you would like a home visit for any reason.   

 
Partnership News is sent out by email every  

Saturday in a colour edition. To receive a copy please email 
vicar@thisischurch.com.  Any items submitted for inclusion in 

Partnership News will automatically be posted on our website and 
may appear in other local media sources.  

Partnership News is also archived on our church  
website www.ThisisChurch.com  

 
St Mark’s Churchyard Administrator  

Mrs Avril Williams 01234 342613 
 

Putnoe Heights Church Centre   
Open Mon-Thur 9–5.30pm,  Friday 9-1pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 365630   putnoe@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager Mr Geoff Gypps 365630 
Leadership Team  Mrs Sue Allen 407264  
Treasurer Mr John Hitt  404186 treasurerph@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator Mr Lawrence Wyatt  350188 
Youth Team Leader Carolyn Morris youth@thisischurch.com  
 

St. Mark’s Church Centre Charity No 1164416  
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5.00pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 342613   office@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager Miss Wendy Rider 342613   
Leadership Team -  Mrs Wendy Waters  
Treasurer - Mr Ian Farthing 210892 
treasurer@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator  Mr Jim Williams 360605  
Music Copyright CCL1501 
 
 

facebook.com/thisischurchuk                                                                 @thisischurchuk  

Prayer for Sunday 
 

Thy Kingdom Come Prayer 
Almighty God, your ascended Son has sent us into 
the world to preach the good news of your kingdom: 
inspire us with your Spirit and fill our hearts with the 
fire of your love, that all who hear your Word 
may be drawn to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Sunday Services 
 

8.30am Holy Communion every Sunday    
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday at Putnoe Heights  
2nd and 4th Sunday at St. Mark’s Church 
 

21 May 2017 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 
9.30am St Mark’s - Holy Communion 
Preacher - Mr Richard Ledger 
Leadership -  Mrs Laura Farthing 
Intercessions  -  Mrs Delia Shephard 
Organist - Mr Clive Simmonds 
11.00 am  Putnoe - Holy Communion 
Preacher -  Rev Wendy Evans-Wood  
Leadership - Mrs. Veta Hudson Rae 
Intercessions - Mrs Sylvia Cohen 
Organist -   Mr Clive Simmonds 

 
28 May 2017 -  Seventh Sunday of Easter 

9.30am St Mark’s - Morning Worship 
Preacher -  Rev Canon Charles Royden 
Leadership -  Mrs Liz Jackson 
Intercessions  -  Mr Ian Farthing 
Organist - Mr Clive Simmonds 
11.00 am  Putnoe -  Morning Worship 
Preacher -  Rev Canon Charles Royden 
Leadership - Mrs Sue Allen 
Intercessions - Organist -   Mr Clive Simmonds 
 

Readings   1.  Acts 1:6-14 2. 1 Peter 4 :12-14,5:6-11 
3.  John 17:1-11 
 
Mid Week Holy Communion at 10.00am at St Mark’s 
Chapel every Wednesday and at Sir William Harpur House 

                       Banns of Marriage 
 
We publish the banns of marriage between Shelby 
Jenna Hill  and Matthew Moore both of this parish to 
be married at St Mary’s Oakley (Third time of asking ) 



 

Regular Weekly Activities  - Putnoe Heights Church   

Monday 
Hazeldene Heights Pre-school. Sessional and Full Day 
care available—open Mon.—Fri. Full Day Care 8.30am to 
5pm Sessional times 9am—12noon and 12.45pm - 
3.45pm For more info please contact Laura Leggett 
01234 326685 or www.hazeldeneheights.com  
9.30-11.00am Jellytots  Preschool Rebekah 01525 
402056 
 9.30-10.30am - Body Control Pilates –Stephanie Smith 
357787 or 07973174430 
12.00 noon Storybox Welcomes under 5’s and carers to 
between 12noon and 1pm. Sandwich lunch followed by a 
Bible based story and singing. Contact Carolyn Morris 
youth@thisischurch.com 365630 
2.00pm U3A Music Appreciation Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.00pm U3A Italian – fortnightly Chris Fordham 217396 
4.15pm Kumon Maths Mrs Raksha Mistry 01908 
392698 
6.15 pm Brownies . Sharon Tanner  01767 699399 
email firstputnoebrownies@hotmail.co.uk 
6.15-7.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571 
7.15pm-8.15pm Fit for Life Yoga  Jane Butcher 
07891879571 
6.30pm-8pm Cubs  Ages 8 –10.5  Michelle Davis 
07711916870  email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.30pm Fit For All – Laura Amor 341152 / 07976259081 
7.30pm House group  30 The Ridgeway. The home of  
Eddy & Margaret Peck  267567 
7.45-9.15 Get Fit Keep Fit Diane Field 01234 404976 

 
Tuesday 

9.30am  Candlewicking (Needlework). Jenny Snelson  
344417 
11-12.15am U3A Keep Fit Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm Library Walk W.I.  meets monthly. 
 Jo Fordham (President) 01234 217396 
Margaret Bull (President) 01234 267866 
Cheryl Gardner (President) 01234 261584 
2.30pm. Ladies Tuesday Club (meets  monthly) Next 
Meeting Tuesday 23 May-  Library Walk Details  Diane 
Bayliss 268101 
2.30-4.30  U3A Play Reading Chris Fordham 217396 
6.30pm– 8.00pm Cubs 6.30pm—8.00pm Ages 8-10.5 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 
                         

Wednesday 
9.30am Body Control Pilates. Stephanie Smith 357787 
or 07973174430. 
10am-12 Community Coffee Morning (Fortnightly) Next 
date 10 May contact Jenny Snelson 365630 
11.00am U3A Keep Fit.  Chris Fordham 217396 
12.30pm Luncheon Club. Fortnightly.  Next  meeting 
14 June  Contact Putnoe Office 365630  
2-4pm U3A Ukulele Group. Beginners welcome. 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm - Fifty plus Keep Fit. Mrs Webster 856966 
4.15pm Kumon Maths. Mrs Raksha Mistry 01908 
392698 
5.00–6.00pm Rainbows Mrs Gill Lake 218091 
6.15-7.15pm ATSK Karate Kevin Stark 01234 353865 
7.00pm-9.00pm Scouts ages 10.5-14; Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email:michelle@putnoescouts.org 
7.00pm Archaeological & Local History Society 
monthly. Sylvia Woods 365095 
7.15pm Putnoe Guild Putnoe 3rd Wednesday in every 
month except August Mrs Jo Street  344600 

 
Thursday 

8.15-2.15pm Sing & Sign. Julie Warriner 01767 691488 
9.30am Thursday Prayer Group.  Valerie Capon 356306. 
Request for prayer can be written in the prayer diary on 
the information table. Will meet again on April 13.  
10.00-12pm U3A Painting & Sketching Chris Fordham 
217396 
1.30pm-3.00p.m  Play and Learn(Dropin) Contact 
Trudy 341977 
2pm –4pm U3A  Current Affairs  Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.30pm-3.30pm U3A Spanish (Weekly) Chris Fordham 
217396 
5.15-8.15pm   NHS Eat Smart Think Active contact : 
Laura Rocket 355122 
6.00pm-7.30pm Beavers Ages 6-8 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.15pm Brownies. Putnoe Heights Lou Brennan. 
07919402797. 
7.00pm Club 2000 Putnoe Monthly second Thursday in 
the month. Sandra White 313645 
7.15pm Putnoe Art Group Bob Wardale 406094 
8.00pm Bedford Folk Dancers (formerly Barn dancers) 
Meet weekly with different guest callers each week.Except 
August.  All welcome, cost £2. Including refreshments. 
More details Ron 825574 or Shirley 01767 651767 

 
Friday 

9.30pm Spanish Holiday Survival Elena 01234 266968 
9.30am –3.30pm Machine Knitting group 2nd week 
per month.. Contact Marion Sutton 217647  
10am-12 U3A French Conversation Chris Fordham 
217396 
2pm U3A Gardening Chris Fordham 217396 
6.30pm-8.00pm Beavers Ages 6-8 Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 

 
Saturday 

Young Embroiderers bi monthly Terry Fletcher 357198 
2.15pm Society of Recorder Players at Putnoe 
Heights. G Parry 01462 674792 

 
Sunday 

11.00 - 12.00 Church and Junior for the under 9's . A 
crèche is also available.  

 

St Mark’s Church Council  - 26 September, 22 
November & 21 February 2018 
St Mark’s Leadership Team  -   
Annual Congregational Meetings -   15 April 2018 
Putnoe Heights Leadership Team –   7 June,  9 Oct. 
Putnoe Heights Management Meeting – 12 June, 
11Oct 
Putnoe Church Council  - 14 June, 17 October  
Pastoral Group Meeting –   
Churchyard Committee -   
Circuit Meeting —   Deanery meeting -  
Woodland Burial Trustees –  
Putnoe Heights Children  & Youth Meeting -   
St Marks Messy Church - 21 June 
 

Please advise St Markôs Church Office of the dates of 
your meetings. 

Diary Dates  



Monday 
7.30am-6.00pm  Pre-school  Mon-Fri St Mark’s  
7.30am-6.00pm Top Marks Mon-Fri St Mark’s  
Manager  Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
(See website for more details)  
9.00am-12noon St Mark’s Pre-School Nursery 
Manager Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
10.00am Bakers Barn Art Group. Mrs M. Berry 211955 
10.00am U3A Playreading Chris Fordham 217396 
9.45am - 10.45am &11.00am-12noon Pilates Liz Mason 
07816522200 
6.00pm Brownies Mrs C Mathew 826190 
7.30pm Sugarcraft Guild St Mark’s  (1st week in month)  
Mary Daly 217127 
7.00pm Cancer Care Society. (1st week in month)   
Mr J Dewhurst  01908 377020. 
7.00-8.00pm Laughter Club on 2nd week each month 
Cheryl Green 07729187399 
7-9pm Rangers. Nikki Lake 07584028653 
7.15pm Guides. Mrs Gill Lake 218091 
7.30pm Whist Drive.  Weeks 3 & 5 in the month. Next 
meeting– 15 May Judith Stanton. 823313 

 

Tuesday 
9.15am-11.15.  Chat & Make  A term time group for 
Mums and toddlers 0– 5. For more details  ring St Mark’s 
Church Office 01234 342613 or  Janine 01234 297481  
9.30am -12.30 & 4-9pm Slimming World   
9.30, 11.30, 3.30, 5.30, 7.30. Lorrie Pearson  340473 
1.15pm U3A Cinema Group. Chris Fordham 217396 
1.30pm U3A Choir. Contact Chris Fordham  
217396 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 1 (3rd Week in month)  
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 2  (2nd Week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm U3A Photography Group 3 (1st Week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.30pm Knit & Natter Group. (Alternate Tuesdays) 
Wool and knitting needles provided. Mrs Maureen Watling 
262225  
2.00-3.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Housegroup.  A social 
and Bible Study group. Meets alternate Tuesdays. Mrs 
Jean Bank 355698 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.15-8.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571   
7.30-9pm Faith Community Church Audua Ogilvie 
01234 308644 
8.00pm Hearts in Beds Committee (4th week in month) 
Mrs N Aspey 309816 

  

Wednesday 
10.00-2pm Open House for those with learning 
disabilities., their friends, family , carers and supporters 
342613.  
10.00am U3A Gardening Group 3  Chris Fordham 
217396 
10.00am Holy Communion. St. Mark’s Chapel.  A half 
hour service followed by coffee. All welcome. 
10am U3A Card Making, Chris Fordham 217396 
10-4pm Sewing group 4th week of the month. Contact 
Sue Sewell 07979797747 
1.15pm  Social Bridge Club  Mr Barnes 261811 
2.00-4.00pm U3A Craft 1st week of the monthChris 
Fordham 217396 
3.45.- 5.30pm Messy Church. (3rd Week in month). for 
children of lower school age and their carers. Bible-based 
story, crafts, singing and a meal. Next  meeting  19 April    

Wendy Waters 401834 Jean Bank 355698 
6.00pm Brownies. Mrs C  Warden 219731 

7.00pm Bunyan Bridge. Colin Jackson 363398 or Brian 
Sallows 407725. 
8.00pm Tudor Reeds Folk Dance Club  at St Mark’s  
(1st,3rd & 5th Wednesday in month). Next meeting  will be 
31  May Everyone  welcome. All dances called, only £1 
including refreshments. Call Rosemary 405594  or Graham 
406359 for more details or come  and  join our friendly 
group and have a try. 
8.00pm Bedford Wine and Social Club ( Week 1 in the 
month) Jill Cooper 357960 

 

Thursday 
9.45am Chat and Play  A term time group for  Mums & 
toddlers.0-5   St Mark’s Church Office 01234 342613 or  
Janine 01234 297481  
12pm Storybox . We welcome the under 5’s and their 
carers to join them between 12 noon and 1pm for a 
sandwich lunch followed by a Bible based story and 
singing. Lots of fun. Contact Jaana Swaby  342613  
2-4pm U3A Indoor Games. Chris Fordham 217396 
2.30 - 4.30pm Bedford Art Society   
5.15-6.45pm Weightwatchers Jodi Henderson 
07449890830 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.00pm U3A Singing for Fun (1st & 3rd week in month)
Chris Fordham 217396 
7.00pm  Bedford Embroiderers’ Guild  
(3rd week in month). Carol Plant 01832710504 
7.30pm Magpies Ladies Group St Mark’s (2nd & 4th 
week in month ) Next meeting  25  May ’What your face 
says about you’  Call Rosemary 405594 for more details   
and visit our friendly group. 
7.30pm Brickhill Ladies Group St Mark’s (1st and 3rd 
week in month) Rose Beal 212157 
8.00pm Bedford Writers Circle. St Mark’s (1st week in 
month). John Broadhouse 01525 404014 

 
Friday 

10am -12.00 U3A Photography (4th week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
10.45am - 12  U3A Poetry & Literature  St. Marks  
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00-4.00 pm U3A Whist (2nd week in month) Contact 
Chris Fordham 217396 
7.00pm-9.00pm Meditation  Cheryl Green 
07729187399 
7.45 - 10.45pm Bedford Astrology Club. St Marks(2nd 
week in month )Carol Brown 01438 233385 
6.30 –8.30pm Pakua Martial Arts John Waugh 
07802755914  

 
Saturday  

9.00am Faith Community Church (1st week in month) 
Audua Ogilvie 01234 308644 
10.00-1pmTheatretrain Dancing acting, singing. Kate 
Howard 01234 782414 
 

Sunday 
9.30 - 10.30  Church and Sunday School at  St Mark’s 
with crèche for under 3’s  
10 - 5.30pm Bedford Stamp Fayre at St. Mark’s. 1st 
Sunday June. P Harris 01623 621143 
11.30-2.30pm Faith Inspired Ministry. Pastor James 
Mudokwani 07411154809 

 

Regular Weekly Activities  - St Mark’s Church 



Sixth Sunday  
of Easter 
 
Opening Verse of 
Scripture Psalm 66:1                                                                                  
Shout to God with joy, everyone 
on earth! Sing about the glory of 
his name! Give him glorious 
praise! 
 
Collect Prayer for the Day — 
Before we read we pray                                                         
God our redeemer, you have 
delivered us from the power of 
darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of your Son: grant, that 
as by His death he has recalled us 
to life, so by His continual 
presence in us He may raise us to 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen Common Worship 
 
First Bible Reading   Acts 17:22-31                                                                                      
Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! I see that in 
every way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of 
worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you 
worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. “The God who made the world 
and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. 
And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all 
men life and breath and everything else. From one man he made every nation of men, that they 
should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places 
where they should live. God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him 
and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. ‘For in him we live and move and have 
our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ “Therefore since we 
are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone–an 
image made by man's design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world 
with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him 
from the dead.”    Reader: This is the word of the Lord– Thanks be to God   
 
Second Reading 1 Peter 3: 13-22 –– 
Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be 
compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, 
because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. For, “Whoever would love 
life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. He 
must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord 
are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against 
those who do evil. ”Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you 
should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear what they fear; do not be 
frightened. ”But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously 
against your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. It is better, if it is God's 
will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For Christ died for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made 
alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who 



disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being 
built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes 
baptism that now saves you also–not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a 
good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone 
into heaven and is at God's right hand–with angels, authorities and powers in submission to 
him.   Reader: This is the Word of the Lord– Thanks be to God                                                            
                      
Gospel Reading   John 14:15-21                                                                                              “If 
you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Counsellor to be with you forever– the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be 
in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me 
anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I 
am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys 
them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will 
love him and show myself to him. ( Please use the response in the service sheet) 
 
Post Communion Prayer                                                                                                            
God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: may we thirst for you,    
the spring of life and source of goodness, through Him who is alive and reigns, now and forever. 
Amen  
 
Hymns    (Please distribute  Holy Communion and Hymn Sheets) 
St Mark’s Church                                             Putnoe Heights 
1.     Jesus is Lord                                                   1.   Majesty, worship his Majesty 
3.     Jesus invites His Saints;                                  2    Let all the World 
2      All heaven declares                                         3.   There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
4.     This joyful Eastertide                                       4.    And can it be 
                                                                          5.   Best of all is, God is with us  
Meditation 
John 14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a 
place for you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid, John 20. Jesus came and stood 
among them and said “Peace be with you.” The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the 
Lord. 
Drop thy still dews of quietness, Till all our strivings cease; Take from our souls the strain and 
stress, And let our ordered lives confess The beauty of thy peace.                                          
John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892) 
 
Commentary 
The gospel reading deals with the promised presence of the Holy spirit - another Counsellor who unlike 
Jesus will be with the disciples for ever. He will be Jesus with them. His ministry will be a continuation of 
the life and teaching of Jesus. The Greek word parakletos is used about someone called to help in a law 
court and also has the meaning of someone who consoles or comforts. The Spirit encourages the 
disciples to remember Jesus’ work and leads them into the whole truth. After Jesus’ departure the 
parakletos - better “Helper” rather than “advocate” - will be with the disciples all the time. Actually, in one 
sense Jesus himself returns with the Helper: the disciples have the joy of meeting the risen Christ.  
 
Now the Holy Spirit is gentle and gracious and patient. After all, he embodies all God’s love, but he also 
comes to rally us, to encourage us, to help us to face life and all that it can throw at us, unafraid. God 
does not pamper us or wrap us up in cotton wool so that life is always a doddle. The Spirit he sends us is 
a strong Spirit —to rouse us. He revives, he invigorates; he puts new heart and courage into people who 
are dispirited - so we can snatch victory out of defeat.  
It was just like this with the first disciples, and it can be for us. It really can, because in verses 18 - 21 
Jesus assures his disciples that he will come to them and dwell with them. This is no pie-in-the sky vain 
hope; it is simple fact.  
 
On that first Good Friday Jesus’ enemies came down the hill of Calvary when it was all over, content with 
what they saw as a good days work, for they had got rid of this man who upset so many important 



people who saw him as a real threat to the status quo. Now they knew (or thought!) it was over. No more 
from him now! But they were wrong. Today millions, not just in heaven, but here on earth, live in daily 
communion with him. They speak to him; listen to him; are guided by him and draw inspiration from him. It 
is because he lives that they live. For the truth of Good Friday is summed up in a poem called ‘He was a 
gamble too’ by Studdert Kennedy - a World War 1 Chaplain with the nickname “Woodbine Willie”. 
  
And, sitting down, they watched Him there,  
The soldiers did;  
There, while they played with dice,  
He made his sacrifice,   
And he died upon the Cross to rid  
God’s world of sin.  
 
He was a gambler too, my Christ,   
He took his life and threw  
It for a world redeemed.  
And ere His agony was done,  
Before the westering sun went down,  
Crowning that day with its crimson crown,  
He knew that he had won.  
 
And if we seek to love Him, to live our lives after the pattern of his, then He will love us. And his heart of 
love will draw us to himself, though we blunder, fall and fail. He will be with us the unspeakable able gift of 
himself. No fair weather friend-but with us always.  
 
Peter in his letter makes it clear that the last word about life is not weakness and pain, but the resurrection 
power of the Spirit, so that we can be or should be completely devoted to Christ in our hearts, knowing 
that whatever is done to us the Spirit will raise us up to new life.  
H W Farrington wrote in 1924  
ñI know not how that Calvaryôs cross A world from sin could free;  
I only know its matchless love has brought Gods love to me.  
 
And linking past, present and future Paul says at the end of his address in Athens (Acts 1731) “   
For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed.  
He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.  
 
The resurrection of Jesus really changes everything. Gods’ love and power can be let loose into the world 
to begin to transform it into his kingdom. For Jesus teaches us to pray to God  
ñYour kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heavenò -  
 
and at the end we acknowledge that  
ñthe Kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever.ò  Amen 
 
Prayers for Sunday and the Week Ahead 
Jesus our Lord, we praise you that nothing could keep you dead in the grave. You are stronger than death 
and the devil. Help us to remember that there is nothing to be afraid of, because you are alive and by our 
side. 
 
Thank you, living God for your undying love, ever at work for us and the whole world, made known in 
every age; for its triumphant victory in the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and for its continuing 
presence with us, to be proclaimed to the ends of the earth through your Holy Spirit.        Alan Gaunt 
 
Show us, good Lord, the peace we must give, the peace we can give, the peace we must keep, the peace 
we must forgo, and the peace you have given in Jesus Christ the Lord.  Caryl Micklem 
 
O God, the source of the whole world’s gladness and the bearer of its pain, may your unconquerable joy 
rest at the heart of all our trouble and distress.          From Prayers at night 
 
O God of many names, Lover of all nations, We pray for peace in our hearts, in our homes, in our nations, 
in the world. The peace of your will The peace of our need.      George Appleton 
 
Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed: Kindle, we pray you, in the hearts of all 
people the true love of peace; and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom those who take counsel 
for the nations of the earth; that all in  tranquillity your kingdom may go forward, till the earth be filled with 
the knowledge of your love: through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Francis Paget (1851-1911) 



Join the Global Wave  
of Prayer with  

Thy Kingdom Come  
 
Thy Kingdom Come is a 
prayer movement inviting 
Christians to pray for more 
people to come to know Jesus 
Christ. During the 11 days of 
Thy Kingdom Come, from 

Ascension Day on 25 May to Pentecost on 4 June, it 
is hoped that everyone who participates will deepen 
their friendship with Jesus, bring other to know 
Jesus or know him better, and come to know that 
every aspect of their life is the stuff of prayer.   
There are lots of resources online for you to use at 
www.thykingdomcome.global  This service may be 
helpful for you to use at home  
 
Opening Prayer  
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Gladden the soul of your servant, 
for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 
Praise   
Blessed are you, the God of our ancestors, 
worthy to be praised and exalted for ever. 
Blessed is your holy and glorious name, 
worthy to be praised and exalted for ever. 
Blessed are you, in your holy and glorious temple, 
worthy to be praised and exalted for ever. 
Blessed are you who look into the depths, 
worthy to be praised and exalted for ever. 
Blessed are you, enthroned on the cherubim, 
worthy to be praised and exalted for ever. 
Blessed are you on the throne of your kingdom, 
worthy to be praised and exalted for ever. 
Blessed are you in the heights of heaven, 
worthy to be praised and exalted for ever. 
 
Psalm 47 
Clap your hands together, all you peoples; 
O sing to God with shouts of joy. 
For the Lord Most High is to be feared; 
he is the great King over all the earth. 
He subdued the peoples under us 
and the nations under our feet. 
He has chosen our heritage for us, 
the pride of Jacob, whom he loves. 
God has gone up with a merry noise, 
the Lord with the sound of the trumpet. 
O sing praises to God, sing praises; 
sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
For God is the King of all the earth; 
sing praises with all your skill. 
God reigns over the nations; 
God has taken his seat upon his holy throne. 
The nobles of the peoples are gathered together 
with the people of the God of Abraham. 
For the powers of the earth belong to God 
and he is very highly exalted. 
As Christ was raised by your glory, O Father, 

so may we be raised to new life 
and rejoice to be called your children, 
both now and for ever. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
Ascension Day and after  
Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human 
hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 
God on our behalf.  Hebrews 9.24 
 
Prayers 
we prayer for God’s royal priesthood, that it may be 
empowered by the Spirit.  
Those who wait on God, that they may find renewal 
All people, that they may acknowledge the kingdom 
of the ascended Christ 
The earth, for productivity and for fruitful harvests 
All who are struggling with broken relationships 
The following may be prayed: 
 
¶ God of our salvation, hope of all the ends of 

the earth, we pray: Thy kingdom come. 
¶ That the world may know Jesus Christ as the 

Prince of Peace, we pray: Thy kingdom come. 
¶ That we may be bold to speak the word of God 

while you stretch out your hand to save,       
we pray: Thy kingdom come. 

¶ That the Church may be generous in giving, 
faithful in serving, bold in proclaiming,           
we pray: Thy kingdom come. 

¶ That the day may come when every knee shall 
bow and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, we pray: Thy kingdom come. 

 
Thy Kingdom Come Prayer 
Almighty God, your ascended Son has sent us into 
the world to preach the good news of your kingdom: 
inspire us with your Spirit and fill our hearts with the 
fire of your love, that all who hear your Word 
may be drawn to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
May the grace of the Holy Spirit enlighten our hearts 
and minds.  Amen. 



 
Forthcoming Funerals 

 
 

Members of our churches will be 
saddened to hear news of the death of 

a long standing member Julia May 
Furnell whose funeral will take place at 

Bedford Crematorium on  
Wednesday 31st May at 12:15pm 

 
 
 

 
All funerals at Bedford Crematorium 

can be found @  www.bedford.gov.uk/obituaries 

 
Rest In Peace 

 
On the Sunday following a funeral service 
we remember in church those who have 
died.  We light a candle to symbolise the 
light of Christ which eternally shines and 
brings hope. If you would like a person 

remembered in our service when the candle 
is lit, perhaps on an anniversary or birthday,  
please inform the ministers, or telephone the 

church office. 
 
 

May the souls of all the faithful departed  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace  

and rise in glory. Amen. 

Knit  and Natter   (Mother Teresa) As you have  
realised we have changed our name as we now ’Knit 
for Peace’ and other charities. We follow the same 
meeting format and are always pleased to welcome 
new knitters. Our next meeting is Tuesday 23 May. 
More details Maureen Watling 262225 
 
Bedford Food Bank are very grateful for all the 
donations given via St Mark's. They are running low 
on the following items  Pasta Sauce, Tinned Fruit, 
Tinned Tomatoes, Tinned Vegetables, 500g 
Granulated Sugar, Cup a soup, UHT Milk, Sponge 
Puddings, Jellies,  Unisex Deodorant, Soap, 
Washing Powder Tablets 
 
Plant Sale Rebecca Beswick is selling plants 
from her front garden at 24 Greenacres in aid of 
Prostate Cancer UK with a donation to Putnoe 
Heights Church funds.  She is also holding an 
afternoon tea event in her garden on Saturday 17 
June where plants, cakes and home grown produce 
will be available to buy. Martin will be available for 
transport to and from the event if required. Please 
telephone Rebecca on 01234 269887 for further 
information. Many thanks for your support. Gwen 
Beswick. 
 
St Mark's rota for services until August has now 
been produced and emailed out. If you have not 
received yours please tell Charlie and we will add 

you to the mailing list. It is also available online on 
the church website www.stmarkschurch.com 
 
60th Anniversary Putnoe Heights is sixty in June. 
We plan to celebrate with a 60th Buffet Lunch on 
Sunday 11 June. Please save the date and await 
further details. Sue Allen. 
 
Coffee Rota at St. Mark’s.  Could you spare a 
little time before and after the service every  8 weeks 
or so?  We need more volunteers to serve coffee/tea 
after the service, the more volunteers the less 
frequent the duty.  Please see Milly if you are 
interested. 
 
Data Protection. St Mark’s Church is conducting an 
inventory of all data held by any person in St Mark’s 
Church in order to ensure that we fully comply with 
the Data Protection Act and in accordance with our 
own Data Protection Policy. Please would any 
person who holds any data about any person please 
advise any member of the Church Leadership Team. 
You will then be asked to complete a Data Record 
which will regulate information such as what data is 
held and for what purpose, also how it is held and 
maintained. This will ensure compliance with our 
data protection policy.     

Thy Kingdom Come  
Join in prayer on 25 May - 


