
Partnership News 
 

Putnoe Heights & St Mark’s Church   
1 January 2017 

Second Sunday of Christmas 

Sunday Services 
8.30am Holy Communion every Sunday 
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday at Putnoe Heights  
2nd and 4th Sunday at St. Mark’s Church 
 

1 January - Christmas 2  
9.30am St Mark’s -  Morning Family Worship 
Preacher -  Rev. Canon Charles Royden 
Leadership -  Mrs Elizabeth Bean 
Intercessions –Mrs Wendy Waters  
Organist - Miss Marion Prior 
11.00 am  Putnoe -  Morning Family Worship 
Preacher  -  Rev. Canon Charles Royden 
Leadership - Mr. Martin Fannon 
Intersessions - Young People 
Organist –  Mrs. Pam Kinselly 
 

8 January 2017  - Epiphany 
9.30am St Mark’s -  Morning Worship 
Preacher -  Mr Richard Ledger 
Leadership -  Mr Mike Cooper 
Intercessions – Mrs Morag Stewart  
Organist - Mr Clive Simmonds 
11.00 am  Putnoe -  Morning Family Worship 
Preacher  -  Mrs Wendy Evans Wood 
Leadership - Mrs Veta Hudson Rae 
Intersessions -  Claire Peck  
Organist –  Mr Clive Simmonds 
 
Readings   1.  Isaiah 63: 7-9  
2. Hebrews 2: 10-18  3. Matthew 2: 13-23 
Mid Week Holy Communion at 10.00am at St Mark’s Chapel 
every Wednesday and at Sir William Harpur House on first 
Monday of every month.  

Prayer for Sunday 
 
 
Lord Jesus, at this time we can look back  
to the old year, and forward to the new.  
We give thanks for the blessings of the past year, 
and we place into your hands  
the mistakes we have made.  
 
As you are “the Light of the world”, take away the 
darkness in our lives.  
As you are “the Way”, lead us in the year ahead.  
As you are “the gate of the sheepfold”,  
protect us from danger.  
 
We entrust the past to your mercy, the present to 
your love, and the future to your providence. Amen.  

Thank You 
 
The flowers at St Mark’s Church this 
week include one arrangement that 
is has been given by Mrs Corfield in 
memory of her husband John.  
 
Thank you to all the flower 
arrangers for their work throughout the year and for 
making our churches look so lovely for Christmas.  
 

The Reverend Dr. Sam Cappleman 
Assistant Rural Dean of Bedford  

107 Dover Crescent, Bedford MK41 8QR 
Tel: 266952  nsm@thisischurch.com 

 

The Reverend Wendy Evans-Wood 
 c/o  Putnoe Heights Church Centre 

Tel: 346317   wendyevanswood@yahoo.co.uk  
 

The Reverend Canon Charles Royden         
The Vicarage, Calder Rise. MK41 7UY  

309175  Mobile 07973 113861   vicar@thisischurch.com 
 

Reader:  Mrs Wendy Waters  
Pastoral Support Team Co-Ordinator 

342613  office@Thisischurch.com 
        
Please inform us if you know of anyone who is ill, bereaved, housebound, 
requires a visit, home communion or counselling services.  Please also ask 
us if you would like a home visit for any reason.   

 
Partnership News is sent out by email every  

Saturday in a colour edition. To receive a copy please email 
vicar@thisischurch.com.  Any items submitted for inclusion in 

Partnership News will automatically be posted on our website and 
may appear in other local media sources.  

Partnership News is also archived on our church  
website www.ThisisChurch.com  

 
St Mark’s Churchyard Administrator  

Mrs Avril Williams 01234 342613 
 

Putnoe Heights Church Centre   
Open Mon-Thur 9–5.30pm,  Friday 9-1pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 365630   putnoe@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager Mr Geoff Gypps 365630 
Leadership Team  Mrs Sue Allen 407264  
Treasurer Mr John Hitt  404186 treasurerph@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator Mr Lawrence Wyatt  350188 
Youth Team Leader Carolyn Morris youth@thisischurch.com  
 

St. Mark’s Church Centre Charity No 1164416 ,kk 
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5.00pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 342613   office@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager Miss Wendy Rider 342613   
Leadership Team -  Mrs Elizabeth Bean 346579  
Treasurer - Mr Ian Farthing 210892 
treasurer@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator  Mr Jim Williams 360605  
Music Copyright CCL1501 
 
 

facebook.com/thisischurchuk                                                                 @thisischurchuk  



 

Regular Weekly Activities  - Putnoe Heights Church   

Monday 
Hazeldene Heights Pre-school. Sessional and Full Day 
care available—open Mon.—Fri. Full Day Care 8.30am to 
5pm Sessional times 9am—12noon and 12.45pm - 
3.45pm For more info please contact Laura Leggett 
01234 326685 or www.hazeldeneheights.com  
9.30-11.00am Jellytots  Preschool Rebekah 01525 
402056 
 9.30-10.30am - Body Control Pilates –Stephanie Smith 
357787 or 07973174430 
12.00 noon Storybox Welcomes under 5’s and carers to 
between 12noon and 1pm. Sandwich lunch followed by a 
Bible based story and singing. Contact Carolyn Morris 
youth@thisischurch.com 365630 
2.00pm U3A Music Appreciation Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.00pm U3A Italian – fortnightly Chris Fordham 217396 
4.15pm Kumon Maths Mrs Raksha Mistry 01908 
392698 
5.30-8.30 NHS Eat Smart Think Active Madeline 355122 
6.15 pm Brownies . Sharon Tanner  01767 699399 
email firstputnoebrownies@hotmail.co.uk 
6.15-7.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571 
7.15pm-8.15pm Fit for Life Yoga  Jane Butcher 
07891879571 
6.30pm-8pm Cubs  Ages 8 –10.5  Michelle Davis 
07711916870  email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.30pm Fit For All – Laura Amor 341152 / 07976259081 
7.30pm House group  30 The Ridgeway. The home of  
Eddy & Margaret Peck  267567 
7.45-9.15 Get Fit Keep Fit Diane Field 01234 404976 

Tuesday 
9.30am  Candlewicking (Needlework). Jenny Snelson  
344417 
11-12.15am U3A Keep Fit Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm Library Walk W.I.  meets monthly. 
 Jo Fordham (President) 01234 217396 
Margaret Bull (President) 01234 267866 
Cheryl Gardner (President) 01234 261584 
2.30pm. Ladies Tuesday Club (meets  monthly) Next 
Meeting Tuesday 10 January at Pax Hill. Details  Diane 
Bayliss 268101 
2.30-4.30  U3A Play Reading Chris Fordham 217396 
3.45-7.15 Stars School of Dance. Esther Richardson 
07917582468  
6.30pm– 8.00pm Cubs 6.30pm—8.00pm Ages 8-10.5 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 

                            Wednesday 
9.30am Body Control Pilates. Stephanie Smith 357787 
or 07973174430. 
10am-12 Community Coffee Morning (Fortnightly) Next 
date 18 January 2017, contact Jenny Snelson 365630 
11.00am U3A Keep Fit.  Chris Fordham 217396 
12.30pm Luncheon Club. Fortnightly.  Next  meeting 
11 January. Contact Putnoe Office 365630  
2-4pm U3A Ukulele Group. Beginners welcome. 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm - Fifty plus Keep Fit. Mrs Webster 856966 
4.15pm Kumon Maths. Mrs Raksha Mistry 01908 
392698 
5.00–6.00pm Rainbows Mrs Gill Lake 218091 
6.15-7.15pm ATSK Karate Kevin Stark 01234 353865 
7.00pm-9.00pm Scouts ages 10.5-14; Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email:michelle@putnoescouts.org 
7.00pm Archaeological & Local History Society 
monthly. Sylvia Woods 365095 
7.15pm Putnoe Guild Putnoe 3rd Wednesday in every 
month except August Mrs Jo Street  344600 

Thursday 
8.15-2.15pm Sing & Sign. Julie Warriner 01767 691488 
9.30am Thursday Prayer Group.  Valerie Capon 356306. 
Request for prayer can be written in the prayer diary on 
the information table.   
10.00-12pm U3A Painting & Sketching Chris Fordham 
217396 
1.30pm-2.30p.m  Wriggles and Jiggles (Dropin) 
Contact Trudy 341977 
2pm –4pm U3A  Current Affairs  Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.30pm-3.30pm U3A Spanish (Weekly) Chris Fordham 
217396 
4-6.45pm Stars School of Dance. Esther Richardson 
07917582468 295862 or 07917582468 
6.00pm-7.30pm Beavers Ages 6-8 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.15pm Brownies. Putnoe Heights Lou Brennan. 
07919402797. 
7.00pm Club 2000 Putnoe Monthly second Thursday in 
the month. Sandra White 313645 
7.15pm Putnoe Art Group Bob Wardale 406094 
8.00pm Bedford Folk Dancers (formerly Barn dancers) 
Meet weekly with different guest callers each week.Except 
August.  All welcome, cost £2. Including refreshments. 
More details Ron 825574 or Shirley 01767 651767 

Friday 
9.30pm Spanish Holiday Survival Elena 01234 266968 
9.30am –3.30pm Machine Knitting group 2nd week 
per month.. Contact Marion Sutton 217647  
10am-12 U3A French Conversation Chris Fordham 
217396 
2pm U3A Gardening Chris Fordham 217396 
4.50pm-7.00pm Stars School of Dance Esther 
Richardson 295862 or 07917582468 
6.30pm-8.00pm Beavers Ages 6-8 Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 

Saturday 
Young Embroiderers bi monthly Terry Fletcher 357198 
2.15pm Society of Recorder Players at Putnoe 
Heights. G Parry 01462 674792 

Sunday 
11.00 - 12.00 Church and Junior for the under 9's . A 
crèche is also available.  

 

St Mark’s Church Council  -  20 Feb 
St Mark’s Leadership Team  -  13 Feb 
Annual Congregational Meetings -   23 April  
Putnoe Heights Leadership Team – 25 Jan, 7 June, 
 9 Oct. 
Putnoe Heights Management Meeting – 15 Feb, 
12 June,11Oct 
Putnoe Church Council  - 31 Jan, 14 June 17 October  
Pastoral Group Meeting –   28 February 4.00pm  
Churchyard Committee -  TBA 
Circuit Meeting —   Deanery meeting -   
Woodland Burial Trustees –   
Putnoe Heights Children  & Youth Meeting -   
St Marks Messy Church  Wednesday 18 January  
 

Please advise St Markôs Church Office of the dates of 
your meetings. 

Diary Dates  



Monday 
7.30am-6.00pm  Pre-school  Mon-Fri St Mark’s  
7.30am-6.00pm Top Marks Mon-Fri St Mark’s  
Manager  Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
(See website for more details)  
9.00am-12noon St Mark’s Pre-School Nursery 
Manager Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
10.00am Bakers Barn Art Group. Mrs M. Berry 211955 
10.00am U3A Playreading Chris Fordham 217396 
9.45am - 10.45am &11.00am-12noon Pilates Liz Mason 
07816522200 
6.00pm Brownies Mrs C Mathew 826190 
7.30pm Sugarcraft Guild St Mark’s  (1st week in month)  
Mary Daly 217127 
7.00pm Cancer Care Society. (1st week in month)  Mr J 
Dewhurst  01908 377020. 
7.00-8.00pm Laughter Club on 2nd week each month 
Cheryl Green 07729187399 
7-9pm Rangers. Nikki Lake 07584028653 
7.15pm Guides. Mrs Gill Lake 218091 
7.30pm Whist Drive.  Weeks 3 & 5 in the month. Next 
meeting–31 October Judith Stanton. 823313 

 

Tuesday 
9.15am-11.15.  Chat & Make  A term time group for 
Mums and toddlers 0– 5. For more details  ring St Mark’s 
Church Office 01234 342613 or  Janine 01234 297481 
Restarts 10 January at 9.30am. 
9.30am -12.30 & 4-9pm Slimming World   
9.30, 11.30, 3.30, 5.30, 7.30. Lorrie Pearson  340473 
1.15pm U3A Cinema Group. Chris Fordham 217396 
1.30pm U3A Choir. Contact Chris Fordham  
217396 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 1 (3rd Week in month)  
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 2  (2nd Week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm U3A Photography Group 3 (1st Week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.30pm Knit & Natter Group. (Alternate Tuesdays) 
Wool and knitting needles provided. Mrs Maureen Watling 
262225  
2.00-3.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Housegroup.  A social 
and Bible Study group. Meets alternate Tuesdays. Mrs 
Jean Bank 355698 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.15-8.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571   
7.30-9pm Faith Community Church Audua Ogilvie 
01234 308644 
8.00pm Hearts in Beds Committee (4th week in month) 
Mrs N Aspey 309816 

  

Wednesday 
10.00-2pm Open House for those with learning 
disabilities., their friends, family , carers and supporters 
342613.  
10.00am U3A Gardening Group 3  Chris Fordham 
217396 
10.00am Holy Communion. St. Mark’s Chapel.  A half 
hour service followed by coffee. All welcome. 
10am U3A Card Making, Chris Fordham 217396 
10-4pm Sewing group 4th week of the month. Contact 
Sue Sewell 07979797747 
1.15pm  Social Bridge Club  Mr Barnes 261811 
2.00-4.00pm U3A Craft 1st week of the monthChris 
Fordham 217396 
3.45.- 5.30pm Messy Church. (3rd Week in month). for 
children of lower school age and their carers. Bible-based 

story, crafts, singing and a meal. Next  meeting  18 Jan..     
Wendy Waters 401834 Jean Bank 355698 
6.00pm Brownies. Mrs C  Warden 219731 

7.00pm Bunyan Bridge. Colin Jackson 363398 or Brian 
Sallows 407725. 
8.00pm Tudor Reeds Folk Dance Club  at St Mark’s  
(1st,3rd & 5th Wednesday in month). Next meeting  will be 
4 January - Kevin Prigmore Everyone  welcome. All 
dances called, only £1 including refreshments. Call 
Rosemary 405594  or Graham 406359 for more details or 
come  and  join our friendly group and have a try. 
8.00pm Bedford Wine and Social Club ( Week  1 in the 
month) Jill Cooper 357960 

 

Thursday 
9-10.30am Move it or Lose It. Theresa Saunders 
07758205455     
9.45am Chat and Play  A term time group for  Mums & 
toddlers.0-5   St Mark’s Church Office 01234 342613 or  
Janine 01234 297481 Restarts January 12 at 9.30am 
12pm Storybox . We welcome the under 5’s and their 
carers to join them between 12 noon and 1pm for a 
sandwich lunch followed by a Bible based story and 
singing. Lots of fun. Contact Jaana Swaby  342613 
Restarts 5 January at 12 noon. 
2-4pm U3A Indoor Games. Chris Fordham 217396 
2.30 - 4.30pm Bedford Art Society   
5.15-6.45pm Weightwatchers Jodi Henderson 
07449890830 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.00pm U3A Singing for Fun (1st & 3rd week in month)
Chris Fordham 217396 
7.00pm  Bedford Embroiderers’ Guild  
(3rd week in month). Carol Plant 01832710504 
7.30pm Magpies Ladies Group St Mark’s (2nd & 4th 
week in month ) Next meeting 12 January ‘ The Ladies 
from Staploe’ Trevor Stewart Call Rosemary 405594 for 
more details   and visit our friendly group. 
7.30pm Brickhill Ladies Group St Mark’s (1st and 3rd 
week in month) Rose Beal 212157 
8.00pm Bedford Writers Circle. St Mark’s (1st week in 
month). John Broadhouse 01525 404014 

 
Friday 

10am -12.00 U3A Photography (4th week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
10.45am - 12  U3A Poetry & Literature  St. Marks  
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00-4.00 pm U3A Whist (2nd week in month) Contact 
Chris Fordham 217396 
7.00pm-9.00pm Meditation  Cheryl Green 
07729187399 
7.45 - 10.45pm Bedford Astrology Club. St Marks(2nd 
week in month )Carol Brown 01438 233385 

 
Saturday  

9.00am Faith Community Church (1st week in month) 
Audua Ogilvie 01234 308644 
10.00am Theatretrain Dancing acting, singing. Kate 
Howard 01234 782414 
 

Sunday 
9.30 - 10.30  Church and Sunday School at  St Mark’s 
with crèche for under 3’s  
10 - 5.30pm Bedford Stamp Fayre at St. Mark’s. 1st 
Sunday February P Harris 01623 621143 

 

 

Regular Weekly Activities  - St Mark’s Church 



Second Sunday of 
Christmas 
 
Sentence of Scripture Psalm 148:11 
Kings of the earth and all nations, princes and all 
rulers on earth, young men and maidens, old men 
and children. Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
for his name alone is exalted; his splendour is above 
the earth and the heavens. 
  
Collect Prayer    
Before we read we pray 
Almighty God, in the birth of your Son you have 
poured on us the new light of your incarnate Word, 
and shown us the fullness of your love: help us to 
walk in his light and dwell in his love that we may 
know the fullness of his joy; who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
First Bible Reading  Isaiah 63:7-9  
I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, 
    the deeds for which he is to be praised, 
    according to all the Lord has done for us— 

yes, the many good things 

    he has done for Israel, 
    according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
He said, “Surely they are my people, 
    children who will be true to me”; 
    and so he became their Saviour. 
In all their distress he too was distressed, 
    and the angel of his presence saved them. 
In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 
    he lifted them up and carried them     all the days of old.  
(This is the word of the Lord -- Thanks be to God)    
 
Second Reading Hebrews 2:10-18 

In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through 
whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he 
suffered.  Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same 
family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters.  
He says, 
“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; 
    in the assembly I will sing your praises.” 
 
And again,   “I will put my trust in him.” 
 
And again he says,  “Here am I, and the children God has given me.” 
 
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he 
might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— and free those 
who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.  For surely it is not angels he helps, 
but Abraham’s descendants. For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every 
way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that 
he might make atonement for the sins of the people.  Because he himself suffered when he was 
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
(This is the word of the Lord -- Thanks be to God)    

Herod Gives Orders to Slay the Children 
J. Le Breton; glass studio of Gaudin, Paris. 
Date: 1933 
 



Gospel Reading  Matthew 2:13-23 

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, 
“take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is 
going to search for the child to kill him.” 
 
So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed 
until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out 
of Egypt I called my son.” 
 
When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave 
orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in 
accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. Then what was said through the 
prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 
“A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children  and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
 
After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get 
up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take 
the child’s life are dead.” 
 
So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard 
that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 
Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in 
a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be 
called a Nazarene. 
(This is the word of the Lord -- Thanks be to God)    
 
Post Communion Prayer 
All praise to you, almighty God and heavenly King, who sent your Son into the world to take our nature 
upon him and to be born of a pure virgin: grant that, as we are born again in him, so he may continually 
dwell in us and reign on earth as he reigns in heaven, now and for ever. 
   
Hymns for Christmas Day  
1. O sing a song of Bethlehem (Kingsfold) 
2. Girls and boys 
3. Of the father’s love   Divinium Mysterium Pie Cantiones 
4. God rest you merry gentlemen (trad) 
5. Thou didst leave thy throne (Margaret) 
 
Commentary  
This is a hard reading for us to read today in the light of all that has gone on in the previous year with 
refugees and asylum seekers. Our Lord was chased from his home because his parents feared for their 
lives. They found sanctuary in another country and we owe the life of our Lord to the fact that his 
parents were not turned away. Now picture your television screens over the last twelve months or the 
newspaper headlines which have described people in the same circumstance fleeing war in the middle 
east from places like Syria. They have been labelled as economic migrants, they have been described 
using the language of the plague 'swarms of migrants.' Mary and Joseph were not trying to steal the 
jobs of the indigenous population, they were not looking for handouts, they just wanted safety. 

Thankfully they were able to protect their child. Our hearts and our conscience should be troubled by 
the fact that many children who were in the jungle camp at Calais last year were not so fortunate. Only 
20 or so miles from England they were dispersed across Europe when the camp was destroyed. The 
whereabout of many of those children, many very young and vulnerable is now unknown, but they were 
surely targets for the sex trade and unscrupulous exploitation. Could we not have found room ? 
 
Meditation 
One of the oldest and beloved of all Christmas songs — "Of the Father's Love Begotten"  originated as 
a Latin poem by Aurelius Prudentius Clemens (348–c.413), which was paired with a plainsong melody 
by the 10th century.  



Early Christianity flourished among people in the lower socio-economic classes.  Very few, says Paul, were 
wealthy, influential, or of noble birth.  The critic Celsus (fl.175) thus sneered, "In some private homes we 
find people who work with wool and rags, and cobblers, that is, the least cultured and most ignorant kind." 
 
Prudentius exemplifies the radical sea change that occurred in the relationship between Christianity and 
culture in the next 150 years.  Born to an upper class family in one of the Roman provinces of what is now 
northern Spain, he was a lawyer and/or judge, and then a two term provincial governor. The Roman 
emperor Theodosius I then summoned him to serve in his administration in Rome. Prudentius combined a 
vibrant Christian faith, a commitment to classical culture, and Roman patriotism. 
 
When he was fifty-seven, Prudentius repudiated his public life of government service.  He says that he 
became an ascetic, fasted until evening, and abstained from all animal food. 
 
"Now, the, at last, close on the very end of life, 
May yet my sinful soul put off her foolishness; 
And if by deeds it cannot, yet, at least, by words give praise to God, 
Join day to day by constant hymns, 
Fail not each night in songs to celebrate the Lord, 
Fight against heresies, maintain the Catholic faith." 
At this later stage in his life, Prudentius had no money to help the poor.  What he did have to offer God, he 
said, was his poetry.  Prudentius eventually collected his Latin poems into a book, wrote a preface, and 
himself dated the work to 405.  In so doing, he became Christianity's earliest poet. 
 
O that birth forever blessed! 
 
Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see, evermore and evermore! 
 
At His Word the worlds were framèd; He commanded; it was done: 
Heaven and earth and depths of ocean in their threefold order one; 
All that grows beneath the shining 
Of the moon and burning sun, evermore and evermore! 
 
He is found in human fashion, death and sorrow here to know, 
That the race of Adam’s children doomed by law to endless woe, 
May not henceforth die and perish 
In the dreadful gulf below, evermore and evermore! 
 
O that birth forever blessèd, when the virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, bare the Savior of our race; 
And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
First revealed His sacred face, evermore and evermore! 
 
This is He Whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord; 
Whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word; 
Now He shines, the long expected, 
Let creation praise its Lord, evermore and evermore! 
 
O ye heights of heaven adore Him; angel hosts, His praises sing; 
Powers, dominions, bow before Him, and extol our God and King! 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Every voice in concert sing, evermore and evermore! 
 
Righteous judge of souls departed, righteous King of them that live, 
On the Father’s throne exalted none in might with Thee may strive; 
Who at last in vengeance coming 
Sinners from Thy face shalt drive, evermore and evermore! 
 
Thee let old men, thee let young men, thee let boys in chorus sing; 
Matrons, virgins, little maidens, with glad voices answering: 
Let their guileless songs re-echo, 
And the heart its music bring, evermore and evermore! 



Footprints The New Year's walk will take place 
at 10.30am on Monday, 2 January and is a 2.3 mile 
stroll around the new village of Wixams. From the 
A6, turn into the village and then turn right at the 
next roundabout where you can park by the 
roadside or on the verge – but not as far as the 
infamous Bus Lane! It's possible that Seasons 
Garden Centre could be open (they couldn't give an 
answer) in which case we could park there. For 
details, call Alan or Jo Wooding on 01234 363771.  
 
Thank you  A very big thank you to everyone 
who contributed to my retirement gift, especially 
Putnoe Heights Leadership Team. I had an amazing 
send off and some beautiful gifts which I will 
treasure for a very long time. I'm going to miss so 
many people who I have met over the past 26 
years, but hopefully I will bump into some of you 
when I visit the Pre-school. Thank you so much 
again. Janet Smith 
 
Christmas Closures at St. Mark’s  
Church office reopens on Monday 9 January. 
Chat and Make  restarts Tuesday 10 January   
Chat and Play  restarts Thursday 12 January 
Storybox  restarts on Thursday 5 January at 12 
noon. 
St Mark’s Junior Church restarts on Sunday 8 
Jan 
Putnoe Thursday Prayer Group will not meet on 
29 December 
Putnoe Heights Church Office reopens on 
Tuesday 3 January. 
 
The organ at Putnoe Heights has recently been 
repaired and renewed thanks to a generous gift 
from the family of the late Harry Charie, reflecting 
Harry’s love of good music. 
 
Christmas Craft Fayre - The Results  I would like 
to thank everyone who was involved with the Craft 
Fayre in November. We made a fantastic £3772.48. 

These monies will be going towards the much 
needed repairs to the roof. Thanks you so much. All 
the hard work and commitment paid off. Happy 
Christmas. Avril Williams 
 
Thank you to Judith Stanton and her supporters 
for their generous donation of £300 to St Mark’s. 
 
The Rotary Club of Bedford has arranged 
a  charity fund raising event, a  “ Feast of Choral 
Music”, on Tuesday 31st January, at 7-00 for 7-
30pm. The object of the friendly and entertaining 
evening is to raise money for a project being 
planned by the community at Carlton Emmaus. This 
wonderful organisation has been helping local 
homeless and dispossessed people and give them 
a  new start life in a safe and controlled 
environment. The current facility has a limited 
capacity for their residents, known as “companions”, 
and the Trustees of the community are planning to 
develop existing buildings of the former borstal to 
incorporate room for nine more companions. The 
cost of the project is £120,000 much of which has 
already been raised and with your help we can help 
perhaps complete their fundraising efforts. 
The venue is the Rutherford Building at Bedford 
Modern School and the talented school chef has 
arranged a stunning three course meal which will be 
followed by a concert by the Ensemble of Friends. 
This talented A Capella Choir comprises friends 
from the Sandy and Potton area who sing a varied 
and eclectic mix of folk, classical and popular music 
which is sure to suit all tastes. 
There is a large car park for safe and convenient 
parking adjacent to the Rutherford Building 
Please support this fund raising event and enjoy a 
meal and concert with friends who wish to help 
those in the greatest need in our community. 
Tickets, at £30 each include the meal, Choir concert 
and welcome drink are available from;  
John Day 01234 295592 

Christ, to Thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to Thee, 
Hymn and chant with high thanksgiving, and unwearied praises be: 
Honor, glory, and dominion, 
And eternal victory, evermore and evermore! 
 
Corde natus ex parentis Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-c.410), translated John Mason Neale (1818-
1866), Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877) and others 
 
Prayers for Sunday and the Week Ahead 
Teach us, O God, to trust your providence, ordered and sure; to accept your wisdom, unerring and true; 
and to rejoice in your love unbounded and eternal; through Christ our Lord. Amen. Simeon (1759-1836) 
 
God, in whom the faithful put their trust and for whom the true of heart wait in hope; guide us in the hour of 
perplexity, preserve us in the day of confusion and remember us in the moment of our need; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. Lancelot Andrewes (1555-1626) 

Eternal God, as you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbour: 
grant us the spirit of peace and the gift of grace, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart 
and united to each other with a pure will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Ambrosian Missal (8th 



Forthcoming Funerals 
 

All funerals at Bedford 
Crematorium 

can be found @  
www.bedford.gov.uk/obituaries 
 
The funeral of Gwendolyn 
Mary Woodin will take place 
at Bedford Crematorium at 
12.15pm on Friday 6 January  
 

The funeral of Margaret Rose Stanton will take 
place at Bedford Crematorium at 10.00am on 
Monday 9th January  

Rest In Peace 
On the Sunday following a funeral service we 

remember in church those who have died.  We 
light a candle to symbolise the light of Christ which 
eternally shines and brings hope. If you would like 

a person remembered in our service when the 
candle is lit, perhaps on an anniversary or 
birthday,  please inform the ministers, or 

telephone the church office. 
 

Helen McCullough 
 

May the souls of all the faithful departed   
through the mercy of God, rest in peace  

and rise in glory. Amen. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity   Midweek Services at 12.30pm 
 
Please bring a packed lunch 
Wednesday 18 Jan St Andrew’s, Kimbolton Road 
Thursday 19 Jan   Friends Meeting House Lansdowne Road  (lunch provided, small donation) 
Friday 20 Jan    St Mark’s, Calder Rise 
Saturday 21 Jan   Sacred Heart of Jesus  
Sunday 22 Jan 5.30pm   United at St Paul’s 
Monday 23 Jan   London Road Methodist Church 
Tuesday 24 Jan   Holy Child & St Joseph,  
Wednesday 25 Jan   Priory Methodist 

Prayers for Sunday  
 
Nurturing God, remembering the exile of the holy family and Herod's slaughter of the children,  
we remember all who need our sustaining love.  
Hear our prayers for the church and the community in the world.   
 
Let us worship the Saviour with joy and make our prayer to our heavenly Father.  
 
The magi came from the east to worship your Son: Father, grant to Christians everywhere 
the spirit of adoration …Lord of glory,  hear our prayer. 
 
The infant Christ received gifts of gold, incense and myrrh: Father, accept the offering of our hearts 
and minds [at the beginning of this year] …Lord of glory,  hear our prayer. 
 
The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ: Father, grant 
an abundance of peace to your world … Lord of glory, hear our prayer. 
 
The Holy Family lived in exile and in the shadow of death: Father, look in mercy on all who are 
poor and powerless, and all who suffer … Lord of glory, hear our prayer. 
 
Your Son shared the life of his home and family at Nazareth: Father, protect in your love our 
neighbours, our families and this community of which we are a part …  
Lord of glory, hear our prayer. 
 
Father, we rejoice in our fellowship with the shepherds, the angels, the magi, the Virgin Mary, Saint 
Joseph and all the faithful departed. In your unfailing love for us and for all people,  
hear and answer our prayers through your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 


