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Putnoe Heights & St Mark’s Church   
5 February 2017  

FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

Sunday Services 
Fourth Sunday before Lent 

8.30am Holy Communion every Sunday 
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday at Putnoe Heights  
2nd and 4th Sunday at St. Mark’s Church 
 

5 February 2017– Fourth Sunday before Lent 
9.30am St Mark’s -  Family Worship 
Preacher - Rev. Canon Charles Royden  
Leadership - Mrs Wendy Waters  
Intercessions - Mr Warwick Holden 
Organist - Mr Bill Fudge 
11.00am Putnoe– All Age Worship 
Preacher - Rev Canon Charles Royden 
Leadership - Mr Martin Fannon 
Intercessions - Young People 
Organist - Miss Marion Prior 
 

12 February 2017  - Third Sunday before Lent 
9.30am St Mark’s -  Family Worship 
Preacher - Mrs Wendy Waters 
Leadership - Mrs Margaret Appleton 
Intercessions - Mrs Margaret Appleton 
Organist -  Mr Clive Simmonds 
11.00 am  Putnoe -  All Age Worship 
Preacher - Rev Wendy Evans-Wood 
Leadership - Mrs Vera Hudson-Rae 
Intercessions - Mrs Sylvia Cohen 
Organist - Mr Clive Simmonds  
Readings   1.  Deuteronomy 30 15-20  2. 1 Corinthians 3  
1-9  3. Matthew 5  21-37 
Mid Week Holy Communion at 10.00am at St Mark’s Chapel 
every Wednesday and at Sir William Harpur House on first 
Monday of every month.  

Thank You 
 

The flowers at St Mark’s Church this 
week have been given by Barbara 
Pinney in memory of  her husband 
Keith, father to Mark, Carl & Adrian. 

 
The flowers at Putnoe Heights have 
given by Keith Glynis, Edward and Carina Armstrong  
in loving memory of Vera Marsh and by Norma Taylor 

in loving memory of their mother and sister. 
 
We are always pleased when people make donations 
towards flowers perhaps to celebrate a special occasion 
such as an anniversary or in memory of a loved one. Please 
contact  Miss Marion Prior 303254 (St. Mark’s) or Ann Hitt 
404186 (Putnoe Heights) or add your name to the rota in the  
Foyers. 

The Reverend Dr. Sam Cappleman 
Assistant Rural Dean of Bedford  

107 Dover Crescent, Bedford MK41 
Tel: 266952  nsm@thisischurch.com 

 

The Reverend Wendy Evans-Wood 
 c/o  Putnoe Heights Church Centre 

Tel: 346317   wendyevanswood@yahoo.co.uk  
 

The Reverend Canon Charles Royden         
The Vicarage, Calder Rise. MK41 7UY  

309175  Mobile 07973 113861   vicar@thisischurch.com 
 

Reader:  Mrs Wendy Waters  
Pastoral Support Team Co-Ordinator 

342613  office@Thisischurch.com 
        
Please inform us if you know of anyone who is ill, bereaved, housebound, 
requires a visit, home communion or counselling services.  Please also ask 
us if you would like a home visit for any reason.   

 
Partnership News is sent out by email every  

Saturday in a colour edition. To receive a copy please email 
vicar@thisischurch.com.  Any items submitted for inclusion in 

Partnership News will automatically be posted on our website and 
may appear in other local media sources.  

Partnership News is also archived on our church  
website www.ThisisChurch.com  

St Mark’s Churchyard Administrator  
Mrs Avril Williams 01234 342613 

 
Putnoe Heights Church Centre   

Open Mon-Thur 9–5.30pm,  Friday 9-1pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 365630   putnoe@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager Mr Geoff Gypps 365630 
Leadership Team  Mrs Sue Allen 407264  
Treasurer Mr John Hitt  404186 treasurerph@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator Mr Lawrence Wyatt  350188 
Youth Team Leader Carolyn Morris youth@thisischurch.com 
 

St. Mark’s Church Centre Charity No 1164416 ,kk 
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 5.00pm 
Tel/fax & Answering Service 342613   office@thisischurch.com 
Centre Manager Miss Wendy Rider 342613   
Leadership Team -  Mrs Elizabeth Bean 346579  
Treasurer - Mr Ian Farthing 210892 
treasurer@thisischurch.com 
Gift Aid Administrator  Mr Jim Williams 360605  
Music Copyright CCL1501 
 
 

facebook.com/thisischurchuk                                                                 @thisischurchuk  

Prayer for Sunday  
 

Each morning and each evening  
let the peace of the Father, be ours. 

Each day and each night  
let the peace of the Son be ours.  

Each dawn and each dusk  
let the peace of the Spirit be ours.  

Let the blessing of the three in one be ours;  
both now and for ever. Amen. 



 

Regular Weekly Activities  - Putnoe Heights Church   

Monday 
Hazeldene Heights Pre-school. Sessional and Full Day 
care available—open Mon.—Fri. Full Day Care 8.30am to 
5pm Sessional times 9am—12noon and 12.45pm - 
3.45pm For more info please contact Laura Leggett 
01234 326685 or www.hazeldeneheights.com  
9.30-11.00am Jellytots  Preschool Rebekah 01525 
402056 
 9.30-10.30am - Body Control Pilates –Stephanie Smith 
357787 or 07973174430 
12.00 noon Storybox Welcomes under 5’s and carers to 
between 12noon and 1pm. Sandwich lunch followed by a 
Bible based story and singing. Contact Carolyn Morris 
youth@thisischurch.com 365630 
2.00pm U3A Music Appreciation Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.00pm U3A Italian – fortnightly Chris Fordham 217396 
4.15pm Kumon Maths Mrs Raksha Mistry 01908 
392698 
5.30-8.30 NHS Eat Smart Think Active Madeline 355122 
6.15 pm Brownies . Sharon Tanner  01767 699399 
email firstputnoebrownies@hotmail.co.uk 
6.15-7.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571 
7.15pm-8.15pm Fit for Life Yoga  Jane Butcher 
07891879571 
6.30pm-8pm Cubs  Ages 8 –10.5  Michelle Davis 
07711916870  email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.30pm Fit For All – Laura Amor 341152 / 07976259081 
7.30pm House group  30 The Ridgeway. The home of  
Eddy & Margaret Peck  267567 
7.45-9.15 Get Fit Keep Fit Diane Field 01234 404976 

Tuesday 
9.30am  Candlewicking (Needlework). Jenny Snelson  
344417 
11-12.15am U3A Keep Fit Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm Library Walk W.I.  meets monthly. 
 Jo Fordham (President) 01234 217396 
Margaret Bull (President) 01234 267866 
Cheryl Gardner (President) 01234 261584 
2.30pm. Ladies Tuesday Club (meets  monthly) Next 
Meeting Tuesday 21 February - Putnoe Details  Diane 
Bayliss 268101 
2.30-4.30  U3A Play Reading Chris Fordham 217396 
3.45-7.15 Stars School of Dance. Esther Richardson 
07917582468  
6.30pm– 8.00pm Cubs 6.30pm—8.00pm Ages 8-10.5 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 

                            Wednesday 
9.30am Body Control Pilates. Stephanie Smith 357787 
or 07973174430. 
10am-12 Community Coffee Morning (Fortnightly) Next 
date 18 January 2017, contact Jenny Snelson 365630 
11.00am U3A Keep Fit.  Chris Fordham 217396 
12.30pm Luncheon Club. Fortnightly.  Next  meeting 8 
February. Contact Putnoe Office 365630  
2-4pm U3A Ukulele Group. Beginners welcome. 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm - Fifty plus Keep Fit. Mrs Webster 856966 
4.15pm Kumon Maths. Mrs Raksha Mistry 01908 
392698 
5.00–6.00pm Rainbows Mrs Gill Lake 218091 
6.15-7.15pm ATSK Karate Kevin Stark 01234 353865 
7.00pm-9.00pm Scouts ages 10.5-14; Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email:michelle@putnoescouts.org 
7.00pm Archaeological & Local History Society 
monthly. Sylvia Woods 365095 
7.15pm Putnoe Guild Putnoe 3rd Wednesday in every 
month except August Mrs Jo Street  344600 

Thursday 
8.15-2.15pm Sing & Sign. Julie Warriner 01767 691488 
9.30am Thursday Prayer Group.  Valerie Capon 356306. 
Request for prayer can be written in the prayer diary on 
the information table.   
10.00-12pm U3A Painting & Sketching Chris Fordham 
217396 
1.30pm-3.00p.m  Play and Learn(Dropin) Contact 
Trudy 341977 
2pm –4pm U3A  Current Affairs  Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.30pm-3.30pm U3A Spanish (Weekly) Chris Fordham 
217396 
4-6.45pm Stars School of Dance. Esther Richardson 
07917582468 295862 or 07917582468 
6.00pm-7.30pm Beavers Ages 6-8 
michelle@putnoescouts.org 
6.15pm Brownies. Putnoe Heights Lou Brennan. 
07919402797. 
7.00pm Club 2000 Putnoe Monthly second Thursday in 
the month. Sandra White 313645 
7.15pm Putnoe Art Group Bob Wardale 406094 
8.00pm Bedford Folk Dancers (formerly Barn dancers) 
Meet weekly with different guest callers each week.Except 
August.  All welcome, cost £2. Including refreshments. 
More details Ron 825574 or Shirley 01767 651767 

Friday 
9.30pm Spanish Holiday Survival Elena 01234 266968 
9.30am –3.30pm Machine Knitting group 2nd week 
per month.. Contact Marion Sutton 217647  
10am-12 U3A French Conversation Chris Fordham 
217396 
2pm U3A Gardening Chris Fordham 217396 
4.50pm-7.00pm Stars School of Dance Esther 
Richardson 295862 or 07917582468 
6.30pm-8.00pm Beavers Ages 6-8 Michelle Davis 
07711916870 email: michelle@putnoescouts.org 

Saturday 
Young Embroiderers bi monthly Terry Fletcher 357198 
2.15pm Society of Recorder Players at Putnoe 
Heights. G Parry 01462 674792 

Sunday 
11.00 - 12.00 Church and Junior for the under 9's . A 
crèche is also available.  

 

St Mark’s Church Council  -  20 Feb 
St Mark’s Leadership Team  -  13 Feb 
Annual Congregational Meetings -   23 April  
Putnoe Heights Leadership Team –  7 June, 
 9 Oct. 
Putnoe Heights Management Meeting – 12 June, 
11Oct 
Putnoe Church Council  - 14 June 17 October  
Pastoral Group Meeting –   28 February 4.00pm  
Churchyard Committee -  TBA 
Circuit Meeting —   Deanery meeting -   
Woodland Burial Trustees –   
Putnoe Heights Children  & Youth Meeting -   
St Marks Messy Church  Wednesday 22 February 
 

Please advise St Mark’s Church Office of the dates of 
your meetings. 

Diary Dates  



Monday 
7.30am-6.00pm  Pre-school  Mon-Fri St Mark’s  
7.30am-6.00pm Top Marks Mon-Fri St Mark’s  
Manager  Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
(See website for more details)  
9.00am-12noon St Mark’s Pre-School Nursery 
Manager Mrs. Helen Harpin 312634  
10.00am Bakers Barn Art Group. Mrs M. Berry 211955 
10.00am U3A Playreading Chris Fordham 217396 
9.45am - 10.45am &11.00am-12noon Pilates Liz Mason 
07816522200 
6.00pm Brownies Mrs C Mathew 826190 
7.30pm Sugarcraft Guild St Mark’s  (1st week in month)  
Mary Daly 217127 
7.00pm Cancer Care Society. (1st week in month)  Mr J 
Dewhurst  01908 377020. 
7.00-8.00pm Laughter Club on 2nd week each month 
Cheryl Green 07729187399 
7-9pm Rangers. Nikki Lake 07584028653 
7.15pm Guides. Mrs Gill Lake 218091 
7.30pm Whist Drive.  Weeks 3 & 5 in the month. Next 
meeting–20 February  Judith Stanton. 823313 

 

Tuesday 
9.15am-11.15.  Chat & Make  A term time group for 
Mums and toddlers 0– 5. For more details  ring St Mark’s 
Church Office 01234 342613 or  Janine 01234 297481 
Restarts 10 January at 9.30am. 
9.30am -12.30 & 4-9pm Slimming World   
9.30, 11.30, 3.30, 5.30, 7.30. Lorrie Pearson  340473 
1.15pm U3A Cinema Group. Chris Fordham 217396 
1.30pm U3A Choir. Contact Chris Fordham 
217396 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 1 (3rd Week in month)  
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm U3A Book Group 2  (2nd Week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00pm U3A Photography Group 3 (1st Week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.30pm Knit & Natter Group. (Alternate Tuesdays) 
Wool and knitting needles provided.  Next meeting 14 
February .Mrs Maureen Watling 262225  
2.00-3.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Housegroup.  A social 
and Bible Study group. Meets alternate Tuesdays. Mrs 
Jean Bank 355698 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.15-8.15pm Pilates Jane Butcher 07891879571   
7.30-9pm Faith Community Church Audua Ogilvie 
01234 308644 
8.00pm Hearts in Beds Committee (4th week in month) 
Mrs N Aspey 309816 

  

Wednesday 
10.00-2pm Open House for those with learning 
disabilities., their friends, family , carers and supporters 
342613.  
10.00am U3A Gardening Group 3  Chris Fordham 
217396 
10.00am Holy Communion. St. Mark’s Chapel.  A half 
hour service followed by coffee. All welcome. 
10am U3A Card Making, Chris Fordham 217396 
10-4pm Sewing group 4th week of the month. Contact 
Sue Sewell 07979797747 
1.15pm  Social Bridge Club  Mr Barnes 261811 
2.00-4.00pm U3A Craft 1st week of the monthChris 
Fordham 217396 
3.45.- 5.30pm Messy Church. (3rd Week in month). for 
children of lower school age and their carers. Bible-based 

story, crafts, singing and a meal. Next  meeting  22 Feb.     
Wendy Waters 401834 Jean Bank 355698 
6.00pm Brownies. Mrs C  Warden 219731 

7.00pm Bunyan Bridge. Colin Jackson 363398 or Brian 
Sallows 407725. 
8.00pm Tudor Reeds Folk Dance Club  at St Mark’s  
(1st,3rd & 5th Wednesday in month). Next meeting  will be 
15 FebruaryAGM  Everyone  welcome. All dances called, 
only £1 including refreshments. Call Rosemary 405594  or 
Graham 406359 for more details or come  and  join our 
friendly group and have a try. 
8.00pm Bedford Wine and Social Club ( Week  1 in the 
month) Jill Cooper 357960 

 

Thursday 
9.30-10.15am Move it or Lose It. Theresa Saunders 
07758205455     
9.45am Chat and Play  A term time group for  Mums & 
toddlers.0-5   St Mark’s Church Office 01234 342613 or  
Janine 01234 297481 Restarts January 12 at 9.30am 
12pm Storybox . We welcome the under 5’s and their 
carers to join them between 12 noon and 1pm for a 
sandwich lunch followed by a Bible based story and 
singing. Lots of fun. Contact Jaana Swaby  342613 
Restarts 5 January at 12 noon. 
2-4pm U3A Indoor Games. Chris Fordham 217396 
2.30 - 4.30pm Bedford Art Society   
5.15-6.45pm Weightwatchers Jodi Henderson 
07449890830 
6-7pm Supple Strength Yoga  Amanda Alcock 
07769747393 
7.00pm U3A Singing for Fun (1st & 3rd week in month)
Chris Fordham 217396 
7.00pm  Bedford Embroiderers’ Guild  
(3rd week in month). Carol Plant 01832710504 
7.30pm Magpies Ladies Group St Mark’s (2nd & 4th 
week in month ) Next meeting 9 February ‘#Bedford Rural 
Communties Charity’ Lisa King. Call Rosemary 405594 for 
more details   and visit our friendly group. 
7.30pm Brickhill Ladies Group St Mark’s (1st and 3rd 
week in month) Rose Beal 212157 
8.00pm Bedford Writers Circle. St Mark’s (1st week in 
month). John Broadhouse 01525 404014 

 
Friday 

10am -12.00 U3A Photography (4th week in month) 
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
10.45am - 12  U3A Poetry & Literature  St. Marks  
Contact Chris Fordham 217396 
2.00-4.00 pm U3A Whist (2nd week in month) Contact 
Chris Fordham 217396 
7.00pm-9.00pm Meditation  Cheryl Green 
07729187399 
7.45 - 10.45pm Bedford Astrology Club. St Marks(2nd 
week in month )Carol Brown 01438 233385 

 
Saturday  

9.00am Faith Community Church (1st week in month) 
Audua Ogilvie 01234 308644 
10.00-1pmTheatretrain Dancing acting, singing. Kate 
Howard 01234 782414 
 

Sunday 
9.30 - 10.30  Church and Sunday School at  St Mark’s 
with crèche for under 3’s  
10 - 5.30pm Bedford Stamp Fayre at St. Mark’s. 1st 
Sunday February P Harris 01623 621143 

 

 

Regular Weekly Activities  - St Mark’s Church 



Fourth Sunday before 
Lent  
 
Sentence of Scripture   
Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter 
and give thanks to the LORD  Psalm 118:19  
 
Collect Prayer    Before we read we pray 
Loving God, the light of the minds that know you, 
the life of the souls that love you, and the strength 
of the wills that serve you: help us so to know you, 
that we may truly love you, and so to love you that 
we may truly serve you, whom to serve is perfect 
freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Methodist Worship 
 
First Bible Reading Isaiah 58:1-9a 
‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you have not seen it? 
Why have we humbled ourselves, and you have not noticed?’ 
“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your workers. 
Your fasting ends in quarrelling and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. 
You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to be heard on high. 
Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to humble himself? 
Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying on sackcloth and ashes? 
Is that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 
“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice 
and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter – when 
you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? Then your 
light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear then your righteousness 
will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the 
LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. 
(This is the word of the Lord—Thanks be to God) 
 
Second Reading  1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed 
to you the testimony about God. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My 
message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration 
of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power. 
We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age 
or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we speak of God’s secret wisdom, a 
wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of the 
rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God 
has prepared for those who love him” – but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit 
searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a 
man except the man’s spirit within him? In the same way no-one knows the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God. We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from 
God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.  
(This is the word of the Lord—Thanks be to God) 
 
Gospel Reading  Matthew 5:13-20  
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It 
is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. “You are the light 



of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not 
the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches 
others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches 
these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 
enter the kingdom of heaven.  (This is the word of the Lord—Thanks be to God) 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
God of truth, we have seen with our eyes and touched with our hands the bread of life: strengthen 
our faith that we may grow in love for you and for each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord  
 
Hymns (Please distribute Family Worship Booklets and Hymn sheets ) 
1.       Thou whose almighty word 
2.        Jubilate, everybody 
3.        As we are gathered, Jesus is here 
4.        All my hope on God is founded  
5.        Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
 
Commentary 
Listen to any news broadcast and you will immediately be aware that the world is an uncomfortable 
place at the moment, division is evident all over the world. Violence and unrest have become the 
norm and science and technology are being used increasingly for the wrong purposes, whether this 
is for creating bigger and more powerful weapons or to infect our communications with fake news 
and viruses.  This is a really important moment when we need God’s people to be an influence in 
the world.  Today Jesus words remind Christians that they are salt and light in our society, they are 
there to make a positive difference. Jesus draws three metaphors from daily life to describe the role 
of his disciples. salt, a lamp and a city. Like salt, the disciples are to add zest and flavour to life. 
Like a city, they are to be visible for others to see. Like a lamp, they are to enlighten others.  

Jesus has a remarkable ability to take ordinary things from life and use them to illustrate deep 
spiritual truth. The point about these images is that all three stand out and all three make a 
difference. Christians are people who are there to change our society not just reflect it. So can 
you think in what ways your faith causes positive change around you? This is not a question 
which should discourage us, there will probably be lots of ways, that you might not even be 
aware of!  In the midst of busy lives, looking after work, family and other responsibilities we might 
feel as though we can barely hold the everyday things of our own life together. If we are all 
running as fast as we can just to keep up, how can we be the salt and light that the world needs?  

Be encouraged, Jesus tells his disciples that they are salt and light. They might not feel as 
though they are changing everything but they are all fingers that point to God. Salt is such a 
seemingly insignificant and tiny element but it is a good metaphor for the ordinary Christian. We 
may feel insignificant, but in the divine scheme of things, we have a part to play. Salt may not 
change or affect the whole world, but it certainly affects the smaller world with which it comes in 
contact. You may feel inadequate for the task, but so have all God's real leaders, from Moses to 
the Apostle Paul. Paul described himself to the Corinthians as "I came to you in weakness and 
fear and much trembling...." He most likely felt like a lot of us, quite intimidated by the 
responsibility of being an ambassador for Christ, but he was salt because he had working in him 
"a demonstration of Spirit and power"—the very power of God! 

We all feel daunted by the task of being salt and light, but we must not worry that we won't 
measure up. All we are asked to do is to walk each day with Christ for it is not ourselves that we 
proclaim, it is Jesus that we take to our world. Charles Royden.  



Meditation 
The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference, the Revd Dr Roger Walton and 
Rachel Lampard MBE, have welcomed a United Methodist Church statement on Trump's 
immigration order, given by Bishop Bruce R. Ough, the president of the United Methodist Council 
of Bishops. 
 
The statement maintains The United Methodist Church's unity in standing with other faith 
traditions to denounce the order, as well as calling all to remember Jesus' words from Matthew 
10:40: "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me." 
 
The full text of Bishop Ough's statement follows: 
Today, I stand with colleagues representing several faith traditions to strongly denounce 
President Trump's widespread attack on immigrants and refugees. President Trump's reckless, ill
-conceived executive orders will divide families, impose a religious test for Muslims facing forced 
migration, penalize communities providing sanctuary and wall off the United States from our 
neighbours. These actions are expensive, unnecessary and profoundly antithetical to our values 
of compassion, dignity and justice for all individuals regardless of nationality, religious affiliation 
or legal status. 
 
The biblical witness is clear and unambiguous. Walls are unbiblical. Hospitality is biblical. 
Denying one's neighbour is unbiblical. Welcoming the stranger is biblical. It is not surprising that 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam teach the reign of God as a banquet to which all peoples are 
invited. We are to welcome the sojourner, love our neighbour and stand with the most vulnerable 
among us. These very values from our sacred texts and faith traditions are currently reflected in 
the mandate of the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program and must not be usurped by any 
executive order. Orders, legislation or administrative actions that would have the U.S. State 
Department disqualify refugees from protection and resettlement based on their nationality or 
religion are a denial of the very principles this nation was built upon, contradict the legacy of 
leadership our country has offered the world, and dishonour our shared humanity. 
 
Jesus was explicit in his teachings. In Matthew's gospel Jesus says, "Whoever welcomes you 
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me." (Matthew 10:40). 
Refugees and immigrants arrive among us, not only with their needs, but also bearing gifts of 
energy, resourcefulness, love of liberty and hope. These gifts have always contributed to the 
renewal of our society and the church. 
Above all, these strangers bring to us the Christ. When we welcome a stranger we welcome 
Jesus, and when we welcome Jesus we welcome our creator. Refugees, immigrants, those 
yearning to be free-these are the ones whom Jesus spoke about when he said, "I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me" (Matthew 25:35). 
Repeatedly Jesus tells his disciples: 
"For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find 
it." (Matthew 16:25) 
The original Greek language is far more poetic, powerful and prophetic. In finer translations of 
the Greek language, we hear Jesus saying: 
"Whoever seeks to build a wall around their soul shall destroy it; whoever tears down the wall 
(around their soul) shall bring their soul to a living birth." 
The very soul of our country is at stake. When we abandon strangers who are at risk of bigotry, 
xenophobia and violence we not only destroy their hope, we destroy our own souls. When we fail 
to assist the refugees fleeing danger, we not only place them in harm's way, we do harm to our 
own souls. When we build walls of concrete, or walls of divisive rhetoric, or walls of fear, or walls 
of immoral immigration policies, we build a wall around our own souls. 
Christ calls us to tear down the walls around our souls that we might live fully and abundantly. 
Thus, I call on the Trump administration and the U.S. Congress to rescind the harmful executive 
orders and save the soul of our country. I call upon the people of The United Methodist Church to 
see the face of Christ in the refugee. Say "no" to the walling off of our country and our hearts and 
say "yes" to their hope - our hope - for new life. Let us unite and work together to bring the soul 
of this country to a living birth! 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, President Council of Bishops The United Methodist Church January 30, 



Puttenhoe is our local residential home. On a 
Thursday morning at 11am a small team from our 
congregation visit the home. We have a small 
service in the lounge with the residents; sharing 
hymns, prayers, a Bible reading and Bible stories, 
bringing fellowship to those who are no longer able 
to attend a Church. If you would like to be part of 
this outreach project please speak to Carolyn Morris 
for more details. Thank you. 
 
St Marks Church Membership Forms 
We are updating membership at St Mark’s ahead of 
the Annual Congregational Meeting. It is important 
that we have an up to date record of church 
members so please take time to check with Avril 
Williams who will be available after church. It is 
especially helpful to have email contact details. 
 
Brickhill Parish Council Meetings  
Thursday 2 March 7.30pm at St Mark’s Church. 
 
Knit and Natter (Mother Teresa) As you have 
realised we have changed our name as we now 
’Knit for Peace’ and other charities. We follow the 
same meeting format and are always pleased to 
welcome new knitters. Our next meeting is Tuesday 
14 February. More details Maureen Watling 262225 
 
Putnoe Heights Ladies  I have arranged an 
evening meal for us on Tuesday  7 February at The 
Pheasant 7 for 7.30. I hope to have a menu by 
today (15 )but if I haven’t I will take names if you are 
interested. Don’t let lack of transport stop you as we 
can arrange lifts. Margaret Massey 01234 327219. 
 
Community Coffee Mornings at Putnoe Heights 
Church on the 15 February and the 1/15/29 March. 
Come and enjoy coffee & a chat with friends 
 
Christian Aid Soup Lunch and Bring and Buy 
Stall. Putnoe Heights Church Sunday 12 
February. Please support this annual event by 
signing the sheet in Putnoe Welcome Area or by 
phoning the office to have your name added. No 
tickets, donations on the day. Bring and Buy Stall of 
after Christmas items and anything you consider 
saleable. All profits to Christian Aid. 
 
Putnoe Heights Church B .C. C. O. Spring 
Concert Saturday 1 April 2017 at 7.30pm Putnoe 
Heights Church Tickets £8 and £6 concessions 
Available on the door chair@bcco.org.uk 
 
Footprints walk Sunday 5 February at 2pm. A 
circular walk from Putnoe Heights using local 
footpaths and including part of Putnoe woods. 
Further details from Margaret & Eddy Peck Tel 
267567 
 
1st Putnoe Brownies are collecting Sainsbury’s 
Active Kids Vouchers 2017. Thank you to everyone 
who donated them last year. Brown Owl had fun 
spending them and the Brownies have enjoyed their 

new equipment. Vouchers may be handed to 
Carolyn Morris or handed into the Office 
 
Story Box  ( on Thursday )at St Mark’s really 
need help with the catering for the under fours, It 
involves making sandwiches and tea making a few 
times a term. Please speak to Jaana or Val Capon. 
  
Putnoe Heights Church Trustees. For some time 
we have been seeking to establish a constitution 
and charitable status for Putnoe Heights Church. 
Churches across the country of all denominations 
are now having to do this and register their church 
council members as Trustees. It is a great privilege 
to be involved in this aspect of Church life, but it 
carries with it certain responsibilities. Trustees need 
to be aware of these responsibilities and be 
confident that the high standards of stewardship 
that are expected will be met and maintained. 
Putnoe will not follow either an Anglican or 
Methodist Constitution, it will be a single 
congregation Local Ecumenical Partnership. We 
have uploaded some documents from our parent 
denominations which will be helpful to inform you of 
your duties and responsibilities. Please read these 
by clicking on Putnoe Church and Centre on 
thisischurch.com or visit www.putnoechurch.org.uk 
direct.  The obvious link is on the opening page 
under ‘Information for Trustees 
 
Nursery Garden in Elliot Crescent, part of The 
Golden Gardens of Goldington, is open 9.30 - 3.30 
in Winter .www.goldengardensbedford.weebly.com 
 
Tuesday Club.    Having met for over 50 years on 
Tuesday evening, the Club is now meeting on 
Tuesday afternoon at 2.30. It has been renamed  
@Tuesday T Club’. We are meeting once a month 
at Putnoe or other venues (see our programme )for 
a drink, a cake, a chat and sometimes a craft 
activity. We welcome all ladies who would like to 
join us. Our next meeting is at Putnoe at 2.30 on 
Tuesday February 21. for more details please 
contact Mrs Diane Bayliss .Tel.268101 
 
St. Mark’s Tuesday Afternoon Housegroup Lent 
Course–beginning on 7th March   
The members of the house group have decided to 
study the Diocese of St. Alban’s, Living God’s Love, 
Lent Course 2017. Over the 5 Tuesdays in Lent the 
group will meet each week on 7, 14, 21, 28 March 
and on 4 April. Through Bible Study and discussion 
the group will consider the qualities of generosity, 
joy, imagination and courage.  all of which are 
integral in the Living God’s Love Prayer. The 
meetings will be from 2 – 3.45pm and will be held 
either in the Biffa Room or in the Chapel, beginning 
in the Biffa Room on 7 March and we will warmly 
welcome anyone who would like to join us for the 
duration of the course. For more information please 
speak to: Putnoe Heights; Martin Fannon - 954102 
or to: St.Mark’s;  Jean Bank -355698. 

mailto:chair@bcco.org.uk


Forthcoming Funerals 
 

 
The funeral of  Mr Clive Gibbs will take place 
at Putnoe Heights Church at 2.00pm on 
Monday 6 February. 
 
The funeral of Mrs Anne McLean King will 
take place at 3.15pm on Monday 20 February 
at Bedford Crematorium 
 

The funeral of Mrs Barbara Edwards will take place at 
Bedford Crematorium at 11.30am on Thursday 23 February  
 
A Memorial Service for Mrs Mary Stubbs will take place at St 
Mark’s Church at 11.00am on Friday 24 February. 
 
The funeral of Thomas Edward Williams will take place at 
Bedford Crematorium on Monday 27 February at 1.45pm  
 
The funeral of Winifred Dixon will take place at 2.30pm on 
Tuesday 28 February at Putnoe Heights Church  

Rest In Peace 
 

On the Sunday following a funeral 
service we remember in church 

those who have died.  We light a 
candle to symbolise the light of 

Christ which eternally shines and 
brings hope. If you would like a 

person remembered in our service 
when the candle is lit, perhaps on an 

anniversary or birthday,  please 
inform the ministers, or telephone 

the church office. 
 

Vera Marsh  
Olive Patricia Sheridan  

 
May the souls of all the faithful 

departed  through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace  and rise in glory. 

Amen. 

                    Please shop online at ThisisChurch.com 
Use Amazon and Easyfundraising 

 
On our website homepage you will see these banners.  Please shop by using these links on our website 
and make a point of always going to Amazon through the link on www.ThisisChurch.com. If you look at an 
item through Amazon direct they put a cookie on your machine and we  don’t get any commission! Please 
make it a habit to always go through the church website.  
 

www.easyfundraising.com. This works exactly the same when you shop with over 2,500 shops in-
cluding John Lewis, M&S and a whole host of other main shops. This has an added benefit that you will 
also get some special offers - you can’t lose !  Please click the link on the church website go online and 
sign up now.  Both of these cost you nothing and we 
can receive commission so please sign up. lease al-
ways go shopping online via ThisisChurch.com. 

Prayers for Sunday and the Week Ahead  
 
Lord Jesus: you call us to be salt and light. Salt in a world that is tilled with your richness, yet many lead 
insipid lives. Light in a world that is aglow with your brilliance,  yet people walk in shadows. If we are able 
to be the salt of the earth, help us to add flavour to the lives of others, to sprinkle all that we do with your 
love, so that others may savour your goodness. If we are to be the Light of the World, help us to walk in 
the brightness of your footsteps, to shine each day with just a little of your radiance,  so that others may 
feel their darkness lifted. When we feel insipid and lacklustre, when your call is too hard for us, enrich us 
again with the fire of your Spirit, so that we may be your salt and light in our world. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ you are the Light of the World, ;light up our lives when we are in darkness. In the 
darkness of our uncertainty, when we don’t know what to do, when decisions are hard to take, Lord, give 
us light to guide us. In the darkness of our anxiety, when we are worried about what the future may bring, 
when we don’t know where to turn, Lord, give us the Light of your Peace. In the darkness of our despair, 
when life seems empty, when we feel there is no point in going on: Lord, give us the Light of your Hope, 
In your Name we ask it. Amen.                                          

Gracious God, let the light of your face shine upon us. Let your peace rule in our hearts, your strength be 
our song and your grace sufficient for our needs. Prepare us for the events of each day that we may take 
up our cross and follow in the steps of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. Matthew Henry  


